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Japan 


Takeshita Sends Letter to Reagan on Trade 
OW090903 Tokvo KYODO in English 0757 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 9 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita sent a message earlier this week to 
U.S. President Ronald Reagan calling for joint efforts to 
stem trade protectionism, government sources said Sat- 
urday. 


Takeshita handed the letter to Assistant Secretary of 
State Gaston Sigur, whom he met at his official residence 
on Thursday, the sources said. 


Foreign Minister Sosuke Uno also sent a separate letter 
to Secretary of State George Shultz, the sources said. 


The prime minister expressed anxiety over an American 
omnibus trade bill which he said is targeted at Japan. 


Takeshita’s letter, however, did not ask directly for 
Reagan's veto of the trade bill, they said. 


Takeshita Meets With U.S. Legislators 
OW081308 Tokvo KYODO in English 1314 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 8 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita told a delegation of U.S. lawmakers 
on Friday that problems will emerge as exchanges 
between Japan and the United States increase in many 
areas but that he hopes the two countries will seek 
solutions through collaborative efforts, a Foreign Minis- 
try official said. 


The four-member delegation, consisting of Senators Bill 
Bradley Democrat), Nancy Kassebaum (Republican) 
and John Rockefeller (Democrat), and Congressman 
Douglas Bereuter (Republican), met Takeshita at the 
prime minister's official residence and talked for 45 
minutes, the officials said. 


The U.S. lawmakers attended a three-day meeting of the 
second U.S.-Japan Legislators’ Committee Conference 
held in Kawana, Shizuoka Prefecture, April 6-8. 


Bradley told Takeshita that lawmakers of the two coun- 
tries Ciscussed the possibility of working out a joint aid 
program for developing countries. 


Bradley was quoted as saying the U.S. legislators at the 
conference expressed concern over Japan's trade rela- 
tions with South Africa. 


Bradley also said the U.S. lawmakers expressed their 
hopes that the Japanese people will gain a better under- 
standing of the relationship between export controls and 
security. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 1 


The prime minister said it is regrettable that sanctions 
against not only Toshiba Machine Co. but also its parent 
firm Toshiba Corp. were incorporated into a final draft 
of an omnibus U.S. trade bill. 


Takeshita Wants To Settle U.S. Farm Dispute 
OW 100534 Tokvo KYODO in English 0442 GMT 
10 Apr 88 


{Japan Wants To Settle Farm Disrute by May 4 (by 
Tadashi Matsumoto)”"—KYODO headline] 


[Text) Sakaide, Kagawa Pref., April 10 KYODO—Prime 
Minister Noboru Takeshita said Sunday his government 
wants to settle the beef and orange trade dispute with the 
United States through bilateral negotiations by May 4. 


Takeshita was referring at a press conference to a mul- 
tilateral dispute settlement panel the General Agreement 
on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) plans to set up May 4 on 
the issue of Japan’s import liberalization of beef and 
oranges. 


“That date should be kept in mind,” Takeshita said, 
indicating his government intends to determine its stand 
on the issue by May 4. 


Takeshita was in this western Japan city to attend an 
opening ceremony of the Seto Ohashi Bridge, a six- 
bridge complex linking Honshu with Shikoku. 


He said although the United States has filed a complaint 
with GATT over farm trade, his government wants to 
settle the issue through bilateral Japan-U.S. consulta- 
tions. 


The United States is pressing Japan to immediately 
liberalize imports of beef, oranges and orange juice 
which Japan currently regulates through an import quota 
system. 


Takeshita said the government wants to present bills 
related to his tax reform plan, possibly including the 
introduction of a new direct tax, to the Diet as soon as 
possible. 


But he did not say when he intends to call an extraordi- 
nary Diet session to study the bills. The current regular 
Diet session will end May 25. 


Abe Expects Settlement Before May 
OW091329 Tokyo KYODO in English 0949 GMT 
Y Apr 88 


[Text] Nagoya, April 9 KYODO—Liberal Democratic 
Party Secretary General Shintaro Abe said here Saturday 
that he expects the government to complete talks with 
the United States by the end of April to settle a farm 
trade dispute. 
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Abe, speaking at a lecture session, said Japan might be 
isolated if it leaves the beef and citrus trade dispute up to 
the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade (GATT). 


Japan cannoli remove import quotas on beef, oranges 
and orange juice immediately but must consider lifting 
them in the future, he said. 


The United States, pressing Japan to liberalize beef and 
citrus imports, has called for establishing a GATT panel 
to study Japan’s farm import controls. In resisting the 
U.S. appeal, Japan has proposed bilateral talks before 
setting up the panel. 


The Geneva-based GATT is scheduled to next meet on 
May 4. 


GATT Postpones Talks on Chip Agreement 
OW090147 Tokyo KYODO in English 0133 GMT 
Y Apr 88 


[Text] Geneva, April 8 KYODO—The General Agree- 
ment on Tariffs and Trade (GATT) Friday decided at its 
special council meeting that its discussions on a Japan- 
U.S. semiconductor trade agreement will be postponed 
until May 4 when it convenes a regular meeting, GATT 
sources said. 


The special GATT council had been scheduled to discuss 
a recent ruling by a GATT multilateral panel that 
provisions in the bilateral pact calling for monitoring of 
prices of Japanese-made semiconductor chips in third 
country markets violate GATT regulations. 


At Friday’s council meeting, Japan requested that the 
debate on the issue be postponed to the next regular 
meeting, saying there had not been sufficient time to 
study the panel’s ruling, based on a complaint made by 
the European Community (EC), the sources said. 


But an EC delegate, while accepting the Japanese 
request, said the panel’s conclusion is clear. 


Naha Paper on Governor’s U.S. Trip on Bases 
OW101215 Naha RYUKYU SHIMPO in Japanese 
8 Apr 88 Morning Edition p 5 


{Editorial: “Bring About Return of the Bases—Our 
Request to Governor Nishime on His U.S. Visit”’] 


[Text] Okinawa Governor Nishime is scheduled to visit 
the United States for 2 weeks beginning on 17 April. 
While in Washington, he plans to meet with U.S. Secre- 
tary of Defense Carlucci to ask for the consolidation and 
reduction of U.S. military bases on Okinawa. We want to 
take this opportunity to ask Governor Nishime to frankly 
ask about the actual situation regarding the U.S. military 
bases and boldly call for the return of these bases. 
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During his forthcoming U.S. visit, Governor Nishime is 
scheduled to pay a visit to the Annapolis Naval Academy 
to express thanks for the Gokokuji Temple Bell, which 
was returned to Okinawa last year, thank the University 
of Maryland for opening its on-base campuses to Okina- 
wans, and attend social gatherings with people who hail 
from Okinawa in Washington, New York, San Franci- 
sco, and Honolulu. 


The most significant purpose of his visit, however, is to 
call on the U.S. secretary of defense and the U.S. Forces 
Pacific commander in chief in Hawaii to discuss the 
consolidation and reduction of U.S. military bases. 


The visit will be the second the governor pays to the 
United States following his first one in June 1985. 
During his first visit, Governor Nishime appealed to 
then Secretary of Defense Weinberger for the consolida- 
tion and reduction of bases. Now, 3 years later, however, 
no progress has been made regarding this problem. 


The present situation runs counter to the direction the 
people of Okinawa Prefecture want with the U.S. forces 
trying to build new military facilities or stepping up 
exercises. 


As a matter of fact, on 6 April the U.S. forces conducted 
runway damage assessment training at the Yomitan 
auxiliary airfield. U.S. military authorities said that this 
training would be conducted every Wednesday. Should 
this be the case, it would be natural for the Yomitan 
villagers to be worried as it makes them believe that “it 
will delay the return of military-used land.” 


During his forthcoming Washington trip Governor 
Nishime will reportedly request: |) an end to the live 
ammunition firing exercises in the Camp Schwab and 
Camp Hansen training areas, 2) an early relocation of the 
Futenma air station; 3) a review of the question of the 
return of facilities on the condition that relocation is 
carried out as agreed on in the Japan-U.S. security 
consultations; and 4) the scaling down of U.S. Marine 
units stationed on Okinawa. 


The live ammunition firing exercises in the Camp Sch- 
wab and Camp Hansen training areas have been contro- 
versial ones since accidents have occurred frequently 
with bullets fired into populated areas. Governor 
Nishime will call for an end to the exercises from the 
viewpoint that “they are dangerous because the training 
areas are too small for the firing of live ammunition.” 
The request is deemed just. 


Item two, the return of the Futenma air station, is what 
the governor has been clarifying before the prefectural 
assembly. The some 70 Marine aircraft deployed at the air 
station have been creating a noise problem ard constitute 
a big obstacle to city development. Together with item 
four, the scaling down of the U.S. Marine units on 
Okinawa, it is a problem which natural. eserves study. 
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It is said that particular emphasis will be placed on the 
question of reviewing relocation conditions, item three 
on the agenda. We hope so because, despite the agree- 
ment on the relocation and return of facilities reached 
during the Japan-U.S. security consultations, the facili- 
ties still have actually not been returned, even though 
many years have lapsed, simply because relocation con- 
ditions could not be met. 


Incidentally, of the about 5,747 hectares of baseland the 
governments of Japan and the United States had agreed 
to return, only 2,010 hectares, or 35 percent, has been 
returned. The remainder has still not been returned for 
the reason that “it is impossible to find proper relocation 
sites.” If this is the case, the agreement on the return is 
meaningless. 


Naha military port is a typical example. The return of the 
port had been agreed to at the | Sth Japan-U.S. Security 
Consultative Committee meeting, held in 1974, on the 
condition that it be relocated. However, its return has 
still not yet occurred because no relocation site has yet 
been found. 


It was obvious from the beginning that it would be 
impossible to find a relocation site on such a small island 
as Okinawa. There are pitfalls in attaching such impos- 
sible conditions. 


From the outset, the U.S. military bases on Okinawa had 
been forcibly requisitioned by the United States, the 
victor nation, immediately after the Pacific war. Even 
after reversion the bases were continued intact, up to the 
present. However, social conditions regarding the bases 
have changed remarkably since then. The utility value of 
land has risen. 


If Japan and the United States are expected to continue 
to show partnership and maintain friendly relations, it 
should be natural for the U.S. Government to take this 
situation into consideration. The Japanese Government, 
on the other hand, should make an appeal on this matter 
as well, in a dignified way. 


The argument that we must maintain the status quo just 
because “under the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty, Japan is 
obliged to make facilities available” is an unconvincing 
one. In visiting the United States this time, Governor 
Nishime plans to appeal for the consolidation and reduc- 
tion of the bases, going over the head of the national 
government and exceeding his diplomatic rights. It is 
believed that he plans to do so because he is not satisfied 
with the posture assumed by the government. 


Finally, we would like to ask the Japanese Government 
to take special measures during the period from the time 
an agreement is reached on the return of the bases until 
the time landlords can actually use their land. At present, 
when an agreement is reached on the return of base land, 
landlords receive only compensation for the restoration 
of the land to its original state and receive no allowances 
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whatsoever until their land can be actually be used 
through land readjustment. From the landlords’ view- 
point, their revenues are lost and, in addition, they must 
pay fixed property taxes. 


In the case of the Makiminato housing area in Naha city, 
land was returned in part in 1977 but the land cannot be 
used even now, even though more than 10 years have 
lapsed. If the land is still to be readjusted from now, it 
means that it will continue to yield no revenues and will 
be unused for almost 20 years. li is natural for the 
landlords to feel dissatisfied. 


To speed the return of the U.S. military bases, domestic 
measures are necessary along with external actions (di- 
rected at the United States). At any rate, we hope that the 
governor will speak out loudly about what he will do on 
his forthcoming U.S. trip. 


MSDF Spots Soviet Missile-Carrying Destroyer 
OW 100933 Tokyo KYODO in English 0918 GMT 
10 Apr 88 


[Text] Tukyo, April 10 KYODO—A Soviet Navy missile 
destroyer in the newest Sovremenny class was found 
moving north in the East China Sea Sunday by a Mari- 
time Self-Defense Force (MSDF) patrol! plane, MSDF 
officials said. 


The Soviet Navy has been building up its Pacific Fleet 
with these new vessels in recent years, the officials said. 


Such a destroyer was deployed in Europe in November 
1986 and another to the Far East last December, they 
said. 


They said the destroyer, discovered in waters some 110 
kilometers southwest of Iriomote Island, Okinawa, Sun- 
day may be the third deployed to the Pacific Fleet. They 
believe the destroyer was heading for Vladivostok, the 
fleet's base port. 


Fishery Talks With Soviet Union To Resume 
OW081233 Tokyo KYODO in English 1227 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 8 KYODO—Japan and the Soviet 
Union will resume talks in Moscow from April 25 on 
Japan’s salmon fishing in the northern waters for this 
year, Fisheries Agency officials said Friday. 


The annual talks to fix Japan’s fishing quota and condi- 
tions were held in Tokyo from February 29, but have 
been suspended since March 14 because of Soviet insis- 
tence on tightening control over Japanese fishing boats. 


At the resumed talks, Japan will be represented by 
Kenichi Unno, director of the agency’s Oceanic Fi ‘heries 
Department, and the Soviet Union by Vyacheslav K. 
Zilanov, chief of the Department of In? zrnational Affairs 
of the Ministry of Fish Industries. 
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At the Tokyo talks, the Soviet Union considerably soft- 
ened its stand on Japan's salmon catch quota. 


A’ first 1t demanded a cut of 49 percent from the actual 
caich for 1987, vut later lowered the ratio to 20 percent. 


But the Soviet Union rejected Japan’s request for a 
partial change in fishing areas. 


It also requested an earlier end to the fishing period, a 
cut back in the number of Japanese fishing boats, and 
siricter control over them. 


But Japan spurned the demands. 


USSR Decides To Release Detained Fishermen 
OW081255 Tokyo KYODO in English 1248 GMT 
s Apr 88 


[Text] Kushiro, Hokkaido, April 8 KYODO—The 
Soviet Union Friday notified Japan of pians to release 
shortly three Japanese fishermen detained since last 
November for allegedly violating that nation’s territorial 
waters, according to authorities here. 


Local maritime safety authorities they would dispatch a 
patrol boat to Shikotan Island, one of four Soviet-held 
islands claimed by Japan, to pick up the fishermen on 
April 14 when they are to be released. 


The trio include Tadahiro Kumagai, 30, the skipper of 
the 4.32-ton gillnetter No. 68 Gintomi Maru from 
Nemuro. 


The three were deprived of their liberty after their boat 
was seized while operating in waters off Nemuro 
November 14. 


Soviet Court Fines Ship Owner for Violations 
OW081431 Tokyo KYODO in English 0932 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Tottori, April 8 KYODO~—-The owner of the 
Japanese crab-fishing boat No. 5 Shinryo Maru Friday 
gave up the idea of appealing against a ruling by a Soviet 
court that imposed a fine and damages on the Japanese 
for alleged violation of the Soviet 200-mile economic 
walters. 


The decision by Akita Suisan (fishery) Co. in Sakairni- 
nato, west of here, accepted, in effect, the punitive 
measures meted out by the Nakhodka People’s Court 
Thursday. 


The court ordered tic chief fisherman of the Shinryo 
Maru to pay a fine of 2,000 rubles (some 420,000 yen) 
and the ship’s owner to pay damages of 7,136 rubles 
(about 1.5 million yen). The fishing boat, gear and haul 
were confiscated. 
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“The 121-ton Shinryo Maru, with a crew of 12, has been 


held in Nakhodka since it was taken there after heing 
seized by Soviet patrol boats while allegedly operating in 
the Soviet economic sea zone January | 3. 


Takeshita Congratulates China’s Li Peng 
OW090911 Tokyo KYODO in English 0737 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 9 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita, sending a congratulatory message to 
China’s new Premier Li Peng, vowed on Saturday to 
make his best efforts to maintain and develop friendship 
between Japan and China, government officials said. 


Takeshita said in the cable that he will visit China before 
long and is looking forward to seeing the new premier. 


Australia’s Hayden Calls on Takeshita 
OW081043 Tokyo KYODO in English 1002 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 8 KYODO—Australian Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Minister William Hayden called Fri- 
day for the promotion of Japanese investment in his 
country in talks held with Prime Minister Noboru 
Takeshita, a Foreign Ministry official said. 


Hayden, who paid a courtesy visit to Takeshita at the 
prime minister's official residence, said management 
and labor relations in his nation have improved and his 
country welcomes Japan’s investment, especially in the 
high-tech and service industries. 


During 25-minute talks, the prime minister said bilateral 
relations between the two nations have been interdepen- 
dent and gave high marks for the improvement in 
management and labor relations in Australia, the official 
said in a briefing to rep’ +ters. 


Hayden was quoted as saying bilateral relations in gen- 
eral have been good despite problems over Japan's 
imports of beef and coal. 


Hayden said he thinks Japan’s assistance to the South 
Pacific region has been successful and these efforts will 
contribute to the stabilization of the region. 


Hayden thanked Japan for its donation to a science and 
technology center in his country. 


Hayden arrived here Thursday on ¢ three-day official 
visit as a guest of the Foreign Ministry. 
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Calls for Free, Fair Beef Trade 
OW081051 Tokyo KYODO in English 1018 GMT 
& Apr 88 


{Text} Tokyo, April 8 KYODO—Australian Foreign 
Affairs and Trade Minister William Hayden criticized 
Japan’s beef import quota system Friday for discrimi- 
nating against Australian meat, bu! stopped short of 
threatening to take legal action. 


“The present beef quota system is totally unsatisfactory 
for Japan, for Japanese consumers and for exporters like 
Austratia,” and should be dismantied over the short- 
lerm ..: a nondiscriminatory way, Hayden told a press 
conference at the Japan National Press Club. 


Hayden said the quota system provides a “high windfall 
gain’ to Japanese intermediate agents who manage the 
quotas and discriminate against Australian beef, which 
he said has a higher “rent tax” than American beef. 


But he declined to say whether his country would bring 
the issue before the General Agreement on Tariffs and 
Trade (GATT). “We are constantly reviewing options 
available to us in the I'ght of events as they develop,” 
Hayden told a reporter who queried about the prospects 
of bringing the issue before the 92-member body. 


Hayden, here on a three-day visit at the invitation of the 
Foreign Ministry, said that officials from Australia and 
Japan would discuss the beef issue at a meeting later this 
month. 


He said Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries Minister 
Takashi Sato “guaranteed” at a meeting earlier in the 
day that any beef liberalization agreement between 
Japan and the U.S. would not discriminate against 
Australia. 


Sato did not speculate about the outcome of the drawn- 
out negotiations with the U.S., Hayden added. 


In a meeting with Minister of International Trade and 
Industry Hajime Tamura, Hayden said he charged that 
Japarivse buyers of Australian coal are employing 
monopsonistic strategies by which buyers unite and 
negotiate as a bloc to drive down coal prices. 


He said he told Tamura that there is “concern, perplexity 
and hostility” in parts of his country over the unfair 
negotiations that threaten to put Australian mines out of 
business. 


Recently 16 mines have closed, putting thousands of Aus- 
tralian workers out of work, he said. “The consequences of 
this sort of thing are neither helpful nor desirable on the part 
of Japan or Australia,” Hayden said. 
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Japan imported 47.1 million metric tons of coal valued 
at 314 billion yen in 1987 according to Japan Tariff 
Association statistics, and was Australia’s single largest 
coal export market. 


On the sale of part of the Australian Embassy: grounds. 
Hayden said his government does not consider the 
proposed price “unreasonable,” despite rn that 
the Tokyo metropolitan government considers }he cost 
too high at 2.5 times the rate for nearby land. 


The planned sale is the result of competitive tender by a 
“reputable group of major companies” and is consistent 
with commercial advice received by Australia. Hayden said. 


According to press reports the embassy plans to sell a 
6,200 square meter tract for about 58 billion yen. 


Hayden said representatives from the Australian Minis- 
try in charge of the matter are consulting with Tokyo 
officials. 


Hayden is to leave Tokyo for Hong Kong Saturday, and 
is scheduled to visit Manila and Singapore before return- 
ing to Australia. 


Takeshita on More Aid for Developing Countries 
OW'110726 Tokyo KYODO in English 0659 GMT 
1] Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 11 KYODO—Prime Minister 
Noboru Takeshita reaffirmed Monday that Japan will 
continue extending support to developing countries. 


Takeshita, speaking at a meeting of 20-member consul- 
tative group on foreign assistance, said Japan is now 
required to make more active contributions rather than 
paying only its due share. 


Takeshita said developing countries face many prob- 
lems, not the least of which are the heavy pressures of 
swollen foreign debts. 


This was the first meeting since last month, when most of 
the 20 members of the Forcign Economic Cooperation 
Council were siiuffled. 


The council elected Saburo Okita, a one-time foreign 
minister, as its head. 


Okita, who met Takeshita after the councii session, told 
reporters that he has asked the prime minister to 
improve living conditions for foreign students in Japan. 
Takeshita remained noncommital about that request. 
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Tokvo Seeks Lower Embassy Land 
OW 091317 Tokvo KYODO in English 0934 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 9 KYODO -The Tokyo Metropol:- 
tan Government said Saturday the Austrzlian and Chi- 
nese Embassies have agreed to its request for a 10 
percent cut in prices of land sold by them to Japanese 
dealers. 


The Australian Embissy sold about 6,000-square-meter 
portion of us premises in Mita, Minto Ward, in central 
Tokyo for about 60 Yillion yen. 


About ! 300 square meters of land owned by thy Chinese 
Embassy in Moto-Azabu, Minato Ward, also dere sold 
for | billion yen. 


Both embassies are located in the luxurious area wivere 
land prices skyrocketed to almost double those officially 
posted by the National Land Agency for taxation. 


The Tokyo Metropolitan Government has asked the two 
embassies to reduce the sales prices by 10 percent v: 
narrow the gap between the official and prevalent prices 
of land in the district. 


ncrease in Contract-Based Exports Reported 
OW 110801 Tokyo KYODO in English 0735 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Text] Tokyo, April 11 KYODO—Japan’s contract- 
based exports rose 13.4 percent in March over a year 
earlier to 22.33 billicn dollars, marking a double-digit 
growth for the fourth month in a row, according to 
statistics released Monday by the Ministry of Interna- 
tuonal Trade and Industry (MITI). 


The exports for fiscal 1987, ended March 31, gained 10.1 
percent to 223.89 billion dollars, but imports posted a 
4.8 percent fall, recording the second consecutive annual 
drop, the officials said. 


The March 13.4 percent growth followed a 23.8 percent 
rise in February, MITI officials said. 


However, March exports declined 2.7 percent on a yen 
basis from a year ago to 2.87 trillion yen, registering a 
year-on-year drop for the fifth consecutive month, the 
officials said. 


In yen terms, exports of computers, semiconductors and 
optical equipment were brisk in March, as well as 
throughout fiscal 1987, while those of ships, video tape 
recorders, radios ard television sets were down, the 
officials said. 


Meanwhile, importers’ reports showed that imports 
jumped 31.7 percent in March from a year ago to 13.84 
billion dollars, marking a double-digit year-on-year rise 
for the 11th consecutive month, the officials said. 
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Imports in the mmporters’ report showed a 31.0 percent 
surge in fiscal 1987 to 139.05 billion dollars, the officials 
said. 


The 31.0 percent jump 1s the largest since 1981, when 
MITI began to collect statistics in the present formula, 
the officials said. 


Imports advanced 10.7 percent on a yen basis to 1.78 
trillion yen, the officials said. 


Imports of foodstuffs, fuel and finished goods were 
active for March, they said 


These statistics cover exports on contracts of more than 
15,000 dollars and imports on those exceeding 5 million 
yen, the officials said. 


North Korea . 


Daily Assails South for Ignoring Proposal — - 
SK10255 Pyongvang Domestic Service in Korean 
0005 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[NODONG SINMUN 10 April commentary: “Why Is 
the South Side Unable To Reply?”} 


[text] As is known, the senior secretary of the North 
side's preparatory committee for a North-South joint 
conference on 29 March ;ssued a statement and 
expressed deep regret for the fact that prel:minary talks 
for a North-South joint conference—which we have 
twice proposed—were not held due to the wrongful 
attitude and stand of the South Korean authorities. 
Notifying the people at home and abroad of the decision 
of the North side's preparatory committee for a North- 
South joint conference to entrust the South Korean side 
with the issue of deciding the date of preliminary talks, 
he expressed the expectation that the South side would 
urgently respond to this. 


This step reflects the enthusiasm, the national generosi- 
ty, and the sincere position of our side to resolve the 
impending questions between the North and the South, 
by realizing a North-South joint conference at any price, 
and to turn the situation on the Korean peninsula into 
one decisively favoring peace and the nation’s peaceful 
reunification this year. 


The South Korean authorities, if they are even slightly 
interested in national reconciliation and desire a relax- 
ation of tension and North-South dialogue, should treat 
our magnanimous step with sincerity and should wilh- 
ingly respond to it. 


However, the South Korean authorities have not yet 
replied to us even though 10 days have passed since we 
entrusted the South side with the issue of deciding the 
date of preliminary talks. This cannot but be anothe. 
disappointment for the people at home and abroad who 
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desire a new turning point in achieving national recon- 
ciliation and unity, while closely watching the situation 
on the Korean peninsula this year with deep concern. 


To turn the North-South relations of antagonism and 
confrontation that grow more serious each day into 
relations of reconciliation and unity, the pending ques- 
tions between the North and the South—including the 
issues Of suspending large-scale war exercises, providing 
multinational arms reduction talks, and realizing the 
cohosting of the Olympics by the North and the South, 
regardless of the application deadline for participating in 
the Olympics—should be promptly resolved. 


Such questions, which are related to the common 
national interest, can be resolved fairly and justly only 
when they are discussed at the North-South joint confer- 
ence, which can bring together the common national 
will. In actuality, opposition parties, public organiza- 
tions, and people from all walks of life in South Korea 
demand participation in North-South dialogue. 


Amid daily-increasing support and sympathy from peo- 
ple at home and abroad for our proposal for a North- 
South joint conference, even the chairman of South 
Korea's Social Democratic Party issued a statement that 
anotes he accepts in principle our proposal for a joint 
cor#erence. Pee, 


Nevertheless, the South Kortan authorities have not yet 
sent any official reply even though nearly 3 months have 
passed since we sent the letter including this proposal. 
They have nu* even remarked on replying to our earnest 
proposals which we have twice made through a normal 
channel, even indicating the date and venue of talks. Nor 
have they responded to the magnanimity we demon- 
strated by entrusting them with the issue of deciding the 
date the talks should be held. This is indeed a rude and 
impure act by the splittists who pay no attention to the 
nation’s destiny. 


In actuality, the South Korean puppets responded to our 
proposal for dialogue to discuss the issues of suspending 
large-scale military exercises, the arms race, and mutual 
slander and defamation with an anticommuni .t smear 
campaign, large-scale arms expansion, and the “Team 
Spirit” war exercise Commotion in collusion with outside 
forces. They are persistently maneuvering to unilaterally 
host an Olympics designed for the permanent division of 
the nation, and also ignoring the proposal for discussing 
and resolving the issue of cohosting the Olympics in line 
with the Olympic ide’! and the cause of peaceful reuni- 
fication. 


The South Korean ruling faction’s act of challenging our 
sincere and patient effort for peace and reunification 
demonstrates that although they pay lip service to easing 
tension and readiness to respond to any proposal the 
North makes, in reality they dash along the path of 
confrontation, war, and permanent division, building a 
wall against us. 
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Lue to such an attitude by the South Korean ruling 
faction which denies dialogue, peace, and reunification, 
antagonism and con,rontation between the North and 
the South have today reached an extreme stage, and 
tension has been aggravated each day. Thus. a grave 
Situation in which a war may bre ik out al any time is 
being created. 


Although it 1s difficult for the North and the South to 
immediately achieve national reunification, they should 
seek a way to live with each other peacefully as fellow 
countrymen. Today, realizing national reconciliation 
and unity and easing tension constitute at least the basic 
demand for resolving the issue of dialogue between the 
North and the South and of reunification. 


There cannot be any reason for those who take the 
position of real:zing harmony and unity with each other 
as fellow countrymen, and who have the will to live 
together peacefully, to not respond to our proposal for a 
North-South joint conference. 


The South Korean authorities should take due responsi- 
bility for ignoring the people's expectations by prevent- 
ing the preliminary talks for convening a North-South 
joint conference from opening as scheduled on as many 
as two occasions, and for having aggravated North’South 
relations. They should abandon the policy of confronta- 
tion and war against us even now, and should reply at an 
early date to our step of entrusting them with deciding 
the date for the preliminary talks. 


There is no change in our position to realize a new 
turning point for national reconciliation: national unity, 
peace, and reunification by convening the North- South 
joint conference at any early date. 


We will closely observe the South Korean side's attitude 
together with ail fellow countrymen who desire peace 
and the reunification of the nation. 


Denounces South's ‘Rude’ Behavior 
SK 100846 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0829 GMT 10 
Apr 88 


[Why No Reply From South Korean Side?”"—KCNA 
headline} 


[Text] Pyongyang April 10 (KCNA}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today in a signed commentary denounces South 
Korean puppets for failing to answer our repeated pro- 
posal for the preliminary meeting for the North-South 
joint conference. 


It says: 


We politely proposed two times the date and venue for 
the meeting through normal channel. But the South 
Korean side has not given any reply and more than 10 
days have already passed since we left the matter of 
deciding the date of the meeting to the South side br't no 
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answer has come yet from it either. This is a rude and 
insidious behaviour of the splittists who are not con- 
cerned about the destiny of the nation at all. 


Recailing that the South Korean puppets have, in fact, 
answered our proposal for having talks to discuss the 
question of halting large-scale military maneuvers, arms 
race and refraining from hurling slanders at each other 
with an anti-communist smear campaign, massive arms 
bui/dup and the “Team Spirit” war rehearsal in collusion 
wi! the foreign forces, the paper goes on: 


The South Korean authorities should bear due responsi- 
bility for having aggravated the relations between the 
North and the South contrary to the expectation of 
nation by rendering it impossible to open the pro i- 
nary meeting for the convocation of the North» th 
joint conference as scheduled two times and give uy 

now confrontation and war policy against us a. 
respond as early as possible to our step of leaving to the 
South side the matter of deciding the date for the 
pic iminary meeting. 


There is no change in our stand to bring about a new 
turning point in national reconciliation and unity, peace 
and reunification by opening the North-South joint 
conference at an early date. We wi!) watch the attitude of 
che South side. 


KCNA Reacts to ‘Terrorist Group’ Label 
SKO90S45 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0535 GMT 
Y4 pr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—James Davis, com- 
mander of the U.S. imperialist aggression forces :” 
Japan. aphesitatingly let loose outbursts threatening the 
DPRK with force of arms on April 7 when he met with 
reporters, according to a report from Tokyo. 


After wagging his tongue to his heart's content, describ- 
ing the DPRK as a “terrorist group” and the like, he said 
“if there is a requesi for the sezurity of the Seoul 
Olympics, the U.S. Navy and Air Force present in Japan 
will be set in motion promptly and, if necessary, U.S. 
forces stationed in the Philippines might be dispatched.” 


This is a malicious slander and abuse against the DPRK 
which is making all sincere efforts for peace on the 
Korean peninsula and its peaceful reunification and a 
mean far-fetched attempt to justify their ever more 
undisguised moves for the provocation oi new war. 


The DPRK Government made most reasonable propos- 
als to the United States and the South Korean side to 
ease the military confrontation and remove tensions on 
the Korean peninsula and took steps such as the reduc- 
tion of the Army by 100,000 men and a drastic cut-down 
of military spcndings. 
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li also initiated an Olympic co-hosting and has made 
patient efforts with broad magnanimity for its successful 
materialization. 


However, the U.S. imperialists started the provocative 
“Team Spirit 88” joint military exercises on a larger scale, 
intentionally ignoring or negating the DPRK's proposals for 
dialogue, and are escalating their hostile policy such as the 
permanent stay of a big fleet in the waters off Korea during 
the whole period of the Olympic games. 


It is an old game of theirs to invent a pretext for the 
provocation of a war and lay the biame for it at another's 
door. 


s for the label of “terrorist group” Davis attempted to 
put on somebody at will, it should be naturally put on 
1! S. imperialism, the chieftain of all malpractices and 
crimes of the present century, which is wholly engaged in 
terrorism, suppression, aggression and war. 


U.S. Attempt * Justify ‘Occupation’ Scored 
SKO90501 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0452 GMT 
Y Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—The Secretariat of 
the Committee for the Peaceful Reunification o/ the 
Fatherland in its Information No. 458 dated April 8 
condemns the U.S. ruling quarters for attempting to 
justify the occupation of South Korea by the U.S. impe- 
riaiist aggression troops. 


Recalling that U.S. Assisiant Secretary of Defense 
Armitage contended on April 6 that the U.S. troops 
should remain stationed in South Korea and U.S. Vice- 
President Bush and Secretary of State Shultz cried some 
time ago that the U.S. troops should not be withdrawn 
from South Korea, the information points out: 


Their outbursts are a brigandish argument to justify the 
occupation of South Korea by the U.S. imperialist 
aggression forces#and a shameless cry for their prolonged 
presence | 


These da*s, the U.S. ruling quarters frequently pMmie 
that the presence of the L.S. Armed Forces in South 
Korea must be continued, talking abou? “military equi- 
librium”, “deterrent to the threat from the North” and . 
“security.” By so doing, they attempt to quell the ever 
growing demand of the South Korean people and the 
world public for the U.S. troop pullout. 


Although the U.S. imperialists are trying to justify their 
occupation of South Korea, this will only bring their 
sinister nature as aggressors into a more glaring light. 


The U.S. ruling quarters must give up the futile attempt 
and get out of South Korea without delay, taking along 
their aggression troops and all destruction weapons 
including nuclear weapons. 
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U.S. Plan To Change Planes in South Condemned 
SK110513 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0503 GMT 
1] Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 11 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN Monday in a signed commentary lambastes an 
undisguised attempt of the U.S. imperialists at a nuclear 
attack against the North. 


It says: 


The U.S. forces command in South Korea recently 
announced that “F-4” Phantom fighters of the Slst 
tactical combat flying group of the U.S. Air Force 
stationed there would be replaced with nuclear capable 
“F-16" fighter bombers from the coming autumn. The 
U.S. imperialists have already supplied many “*F-16” 
fighter bombers to the U.S. Air Force in South Korea 
and delivered fighter bombers of this type to the South 
Korean puppet air force 2 years ago. 


This replacement plan of the U.S. imperialists is not a 
simple arms buildup but part of the premeditated 
scheme to turn the Korean peninsula into a nuclear war 
site at any cost. 


The U.S. imperialists announced this arms moderniza- 
tion plan at a time when they are carrying on an 
adventurous play with fire with the massive mobiliza- 
tion of nuclear operational equipment including an 
all-out nuclear war commanding plane, strategic and 
fighter bombers from the U.S. mainland and Pacific 
bases this year. This reveals once again before the whole 
world that they are using the ‘““Team Spirit” joint mili- 
tary exercises as a good chance for arms buildup. 


The U.S. imperialist aggressors are more frantically 
hastening arms buildup than ever before in South Korea 
under the cloak of “security of Olympiad” this year. 


The U.S. imperialists and the puppets are in great haste 
to ignite a nuclear war by further increasing and concen- 
trating armed forces. 


KCNA Comments on South Military Exercise 
SK090455 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0447 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)—It was reported that 
the No Tae-u fascist clique staged a war exercise dubbed 
“communication complement exhibition” of a unit of 
the puppet army as part of the “Team Spirit 88” joint 
manoeuvres. 


“Demonstrated” in the exercise were combat actions 
under different conditions. 
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On the other hand, the fascist clique has extensively 
trained the puppet army for “chemical, biological and 
radioactive warfare’. On april 6 a ceremony for the 
completion of the course of the first half of this year was 
held at the chemical, biological and radioactive school of 
the puppet navy unit 9513. 


Under the patronage of the U.S. imperialists the South 
Korean puppets are aggravating the tension, making 
frantical preparations for a war against the North as the 
days go by. 


South Orders Election ‘Emergency Alert’ 
SK100826 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0809 GMT 
10 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 10 (KCNA)—The South Korean 
fascist clique issued an “emergency alert duty order” to 
the police throughout South Korea with the advent of the 
“puppet National Assembly elections” slated on April 
26, according to a radio report from Seoul. 


The period of the “emergency alert duty” was marked 
from April 9 to 27, especially, the “top emergency alert 
duty” from April 24 two days before the “‘elections” to 
27 when the ballot-counting will be wound up. 


Asa result, more than | 3,000 polling and ballot-counting 
places will be under the surveillance of the police of the 
No Tae-u clique. 


Paper on South’s Red Cross Refusing Letters 
SK090547 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0541 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today comments on the fact that the South Korean 
Red Cross, a self-styled humanitarian organization, is 
singing duet with the puppets, echoing the anti-dialogue, 
anti-peace and anti- reunification tune of the puppet 
authorities with regard to the issue of students’ talks. 


A signed commentary of NODONG SINMUN points 
out that the president of the South Korean Red Cross on 
April 4 refused to take over a letter from the North side, 
contending that correspondence between students in the 
North and the South is “‘non-productive” and “not 
helpful” to the improvement of North-South relations. 
This is an unjustifiable act which is unpardonable either 
in view of the humanitarianism of the Red Cross or in 
view of its inherent mission, it says, and goes on: 


The South Korean Red Cross which should have done its 
utmost to help the young generation in their valuable 
initiative to do something righteous for the sake of the 
country and the nation, insulted such patriotic initiative 
of students and is conniving at the criminal moves of the 
No Tae-u group which is running amuck together with 
the U.S. imperialists in the exercises for a test nuclear 
war on the nuclear arsena! where more than | ,000 pieces 
of nuclear weapons are stockpiled. 
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The South Korean Red Cross side should make its stand 
clear this time. We advise it to stop playing the shame- 
less role of a mouthpiece for the puppet authorities and 
turn to the patriotic stand for opening the gate of 
national reunification through the promotion of national 
reconciliation and unity. 


The South Korean Red Cross side had better bear it in 
mind that if it continued to act a marionette of the No 
Tae-u fascist clique, discarding the humanitarian princi- 
ple of the Red Cross, it would earn itself nothing but a 
disgraceful name, a group of traitors to the nation, warns 
the commentary. 


Kim Il-song Speaks at Banquet for Sihanouk 
SK090128 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
1200 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Speech by President Kim II-song at a banquet given for 
Cambodian President Norodom Sihanouk at the Kum- 
suman Assembly Hall in Pyongyang on 8 April—live or 
recorded] 


[Text] When April arrives every year, we look forward to 
the day of our happy reunion with you, Samdech Noro- 
dom Sihanouk. You are a close friend and our brother. 


I find it genuinely delightful to sit next to you, Samdech, 
you who have come to our country in good health, in 
such a cordial atmosphere. I warmly welcome your visit 
to our country. 


I cannot help being deeply moved by the exceptional 
friendship and sincerity you have shown by visiting us to 
congratulate me on my birthday every year, without 
forgetting us. I think it my happiness to have such a true 
friend as you. 


Feeling in my heart your warm fraternal friendship 
toward us, I express my hearty thanks to you for your 
congratulations and best wishes. 


Our relations of genuine fraternal friendship were 
formed naturally. They have been consolidated and 
developed steadily in the current of our times, which are 
heading for chajusong. We believe these relations will be 
carried forward with purity due to trust and noble 
fidelity that will never charge in any storm and stress, 
and that will, with the p? .age of \ime, leave beautiful 
marks in the history of friendship between our two 
countries. 


We have always respected you, Samdech Norodom Siha- 
nouk, as the true patriot and outstanding leader of the 
Cambodian people. 


Even during the long years of your political trials, you 
have unyieldingly fought for the freedom and liberation 
of the Cambodia people under the unfurled banner of 
chajusong, the banner of the war of resistance. 
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The Cambodian question still remains an outstanding 
issue in the international political arena, and people 
around the world hope that this question will be nerve- 
fully settled as soon as possible in the interests of the 
Cambodian people. 


Since you left our country towards the end of last year, 
you have worked tirelessly and energetically to find a fair 
political solution to the Cambodian question. 


Your extensive and flexible activity for the peaceful 
settlement of the Cambodian question, which involves 
many difficulties, enjoys widespread support and sym- 
pathy among the international public. Because of this, 
the trust in and expectations from you are increasing at 
home and abroad. 


Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, we have always respected 
and supported your independent stand with regard to the 
Cambodian question. In the future, too, we will give 
active support and encouragement to your patriotic 
activity to find a fair political solution to the Cambodian 
question, and to the just struggle of the Cambodian 


people. 


We are convinced that the day will certainly come when 
Cambodia will become a united, independent, peaceful, 
neutra, and nonaligned sovereign country, and when you 
will return in triumph to your homeland to warmly 
embrace your beloved Cambodian people. 


Your esteemed Royal Highness Samdech, your current 
visit to our country will serve as an important occasion 
to deepen the fraternal, intimate relations and the feeling 
of trust between us. It will also strengthen solidarity 
between the Korean and Cambodian peoples. 


I would like to take this opportunity to express my 
sincere thanks to you for the unremitting efforts you 
have been making in support of our people’s struggle for 
socialist construction and for the independent, peaceful 
reunification of the country. 


I hope you will spend pleasant and productive days in 
Pyongyang on this occasion, too. 


Availing myself of this rewwnion, and overflowing with 
amity, with an old friend whom I have not seen for a long 
time, I propose a toast to the long life and good health of 
the esteemed Samdech Norodom Sihanouk, president of 
Democratic Kampuchea; to the good health of Prince 
Monique Sihanouk; to the happiness of the Samdech’s 
family; to the good health of the Cambodian guests; and to 
the good health of the comrades and friends here with us. 
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Kim Il-song University Letters Posted at Suwon 
SK090507 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0458 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)—A wall newspaper 
carrying the letters sent by the student committee and 
the president of Kim Il-song University through radio 
broadcasting on April 4 in support of the proposal of the 
General Student Council of Seoul University to hold 
talks between student representatives of the North and 
the South was pasted up at Suwon College of Seoul 
University after it appeared in the principal campus, 
according to a radio report from Seoul. 


The report says that the wall newspaper carrying the 
letters in the form of reply to the open letter addressed to 
the students of Kim Il-song University in the name of the 
general student council of Seoul University was pasted 
up on the notice-board in the student hall of the College 
of Agriculture of Seoul University in Suwon, Kyonggi 
Province, on the afternoon of April 7. 


The wall newspaper was reportedly printed in type under 
the respective titles “A Letter to the General Student 
Council of Seoul University” and “A Letter to the 
President of Seoul University” sent in the name of the 
student committee and President Pak Kwan-o of Kim 
Il-song University, and the date and place of dispatch 
were “Pyongyang, April 4, 1988”. 


As already reported, the same letters were pasted up at 
Seoul University on April 6, attracting attention at home 
and abroad. 


North Student Representatives Demand Talks 
SK091521 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1504 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)—The chairmen of the 
student committees of Pyongyang University of Medi- 
cine, University of Construction and Building Materials 
and Kim Chong-tae University of Education issued press 
statements, stressing that North-South students’ talks for 
national reconciliation must be realized without fail. 
Assessing the expression of the will to have talks by 
students of Kim Il-song University and Seoul University 
as a praiseworthy act fully reflecting the will of all the 
students of North and South, they warmly supported and 
hailed it. 


Noting that the South Korean puppet clique are sup- 
pressing the fellow students in Seoul who proposed the 
North-South students’ talks and even barred the accep- 
tance of a reply letter of Pyongyang students to them, 
they said: Unpardonable is the act of the No Tae-u gr oup 
in blocking even the realization of the simple desire of 
students to discuss questions of meeting each other and 
holding a march and a sports meet. 
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The statements expressed the belief that all the students 
of South Korea including the students of Seoul Univer- 
sity will fight undauntedly for the realization of North- 
South students’ talks. 


South Students March for Unity 
SK090513 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0504 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—More than 2,000 
students of 16 universities in Kwangju and South Cholla 
Province including Chonnam and Choson Universities 
held an inaugural ceremony of the newly formed South 
Cholla Provincial Consultative Council of Student Rep- 
resentatives on April 7 before a demonstration, accord- 
ing to a report. 


They gathered at the playground of Choson University 
to hold the ceremony and then marched out of the gate in 
files for a grand march of peaceful reunification. 


The fascist clique posted many police around the univer- 
sity. As the police madly fired tear gas canisters at the 
demonstrators, they hurled rocks at them, staging the 
demonstration for two hours. 


Koreans in Japan Support Student Talks 
SK100820 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0803 GMT 
10 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 10 (KCNA)—The Committee of 
Korean Students in Japan and the union of Korean 
students studying at Japanese schools made public a 
joint statement on April 7, according to a KNS report 
from Tokyo. 


The statement says that the entire Korean students in 
Japan fully support and hail the proposal to hold North- 
South talks of students, considering it as an expression of 
patriotic epthusiasm to promote national reconciliation 
and open the door of reunification. 


Recalling the fact that the student committee of Kim Il-song 
University sent a letter to the General Student Council of 
Seoul University in response to the proposal of the students 
of the university to hold talks between students in the North 
and the South, the statement states: When this proposal is 
realized, it will be the first step forward in easing tensions 
between the North and the South and achieving national 
reconciliation and unity. 


The puppet clique charged this proposal carrying patri- 
Otic sincerity with violation of the “national security 
law’. This brings into bolder relief the anti-national, 
anti-democratic color of the No Tae-u group. 


The No Tae-u fascist clique should unconditionally 
ensure the realization of talks between student represen- 
tatives in the North and the South. 
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The statement calls upon youth and students under the 
influence of the South Korean Residents Association in 
Japan (Mindan) to actively join in the struggle to bring talks 
into practice and accelerate the day of reunification. 


Kim Il-song Greets New Chinese Leaders 


Message to Yang Shangkun, Wan Li 
SK090605 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0559 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—President Kim II- 
song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea sent 
a message of greetings on April 8 to Comrade Yang 
Shangkun and Comrade Wan Li upon their respective 
election as president of the People’s Republic of China 
and chairman of the Standing Committee of the 
National People’s Congress of the PRC. 


The message says: 


Your election to the high responsible posts of the state at 
the First Session of the 7th National People’s Congress is 
a clear expression of deep trust and respect of the 
Chinese people to you. 


I take this opportunity of heartily wishing you new 
success in your future work to build a modernized 
socialist country with Chinese characteristics and unify 
the whole country. 


I am convinced that the traditional fraternal relations of 
friendship and cooperation between the Korean and 
Chinese peoples firmly sealed through a prolonged rev- 
Olutionary struggle for the realisation of the common 
aim and ideal will grow in scope and develop as the days 
go by. 


Greetings to Deng Xiaoping 
SK090607 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0602 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—President Kim II- 
song of the Democratic People’s Republic of Korea sent 
a message of greetings on April 8 to Comrade Deng 
Xiaoping upon his reelection as chairman of the Central 
Military Commission of the People’s Republic of China. 


The message says: 


Our people are very pleased to note that the First Session 
of the 7th National People’s Congress is going on with 
success while the Chinese people are vigorously pushing 
ahead with the construction of socialist modernizations 
with Chinese characteristics after having achieved sta- 
bility and unity of the country since the third plenary 
meeting of the Eleventh Central Committee of the Com- 
munist Party of China. 
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I sincerely wish you fresh success in your responsible 
work for the development and prosperity of China and 
for the reunification of the whole country as well as good 
health and longevity. 


I believe that the fraternal friendship and militant unity 
established between the peoples and armies of Korea and 
China as a kindred one through the common struggle 
against imperialism and for independence, sovereignty 
and victory of the cause of socialism will further consol- 
idate and develop with each passing day. 


WPK Sends Solidarity Message to Angola 
SK081054 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1039 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 8 (KCNA)—The Central Com- 
mittee of the Workers’ Party of Korea sent a message of 
solidarity on April 7 to the Central Committee of the 
MPLA-Workers’ Party in connection with the grave 
Situation recently created in Angola due to the reckless 
aggression moves of the South African racists. 


The South African racist clique is now more undisgui- 
sedly escalating aggression, massively deploying troops 
and military equipment in the southern area of Angola, 
the message notes, adding: 


Although the Pretoria racist clique is employing all 
means and methods to intensify reckless aggression 
moves to stifle the Angolan revolution, it cannot break 
the revolutionary will of your party and your people for 
the consolidation of national independence and territo- 
rial integrity. 


Your struggic is righteous and enjoys positive support 
and encouragement from all progressive people of the 
world. 


Our party and our people bitterly denounce the aggres- 
sive acts against Angola by the South African racist 
clique as a flagrant violation of the sovereignty and 
territorial integrity of an independent state and a crim- 
inal act disturbing peace and security in southern Africa. 


We strongly demand that the imperialists immediately 
discontinue their despicable acts of patronizing and 
encouraging the Pretoria racists. We cali on all the 
progressive forces to take wholesale sanctions against the 
Botha racist clique. 


Our party and our people standing together with you on 
the anti-imperialist joint front will always stand four- 
square behind you and resolutely support and encourage 
your party and your people in the struggle of justice. 
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Delegation Returns From Meeting in Romania 
SK090503 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0456 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—The DPRK Gov- 
ernment delegation headed by Hong Song-nam, vice- 
premier of the Administration Council, returned home 
on April 8 after attending the |3th meeting of the 
inter-governmental economic and scientific-technologi- 
cal consultative committee of the Democratic People’s 
Republic of Korea and the Romanian Socialist Republic. 


Choe Tae-pok Back From Mali, Togo, Cape Verde 
SK091528 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1522 GMT 
9 Aor 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—The delegation of 
the Workers’ Party of Korea headed by Choe Tae-pok, 
secretary of the Central Committee of the WPK, which 
had attended the 3rd congress of the Malian People’s 
Democratic Union, returned home today. 


The delegation also visited Togo and Cape Verde. 


GDR Embassy Fete Marks Kim Il-song Birthday 
SK090523 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0516 GMT 
9 Apr 99 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—GDR Ambassador 
to Korea Hans Maretzki arranged a friendship gathering 
Friday evening at his embassy on the occasion of the 
birthday of the great leader President Kim II-song. 


In his speech, Hans Maretzki said that the favourably 
developing relations of friendship and cooperation 
between the two parties and two countries show the best 
intimacy between the general secretaries of the two 
parties. 


Most respected Comrade Kim Il-song is active as head of 
state for nearly half a century, which is unprecedented in 
history, he stresse. "d went on: 


We historians pay high tribute to the idea of Comrade 
Kim Il-song. 


Your people are striving to develop the country to suit 
the actual conditions. Each country must develop society 
in conformity with its specific reality. 


Hwang Chang-yop, secretary of the Central Committee 
of the Workers’ Party of Korea, said in his speech: The 
Korean people highly estimate big successes achieved by 
the GDR people in their endeavours to build a devel- 
oped socialist society and achieve peace and security in 
Europe under the guidance of the Socialist Unity Party 
of Germany headed by respected Comrade Erich Hon- 
ecker, and wish them great success in the future. 


A performance of art pieces was given by the GDR 
artistes at the gathering. 
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KCNA Cites Departures, Visitors’ Arrivals 
SK071554 Pyvongvang KCNA in English 1532 GMT 
7 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 7 (KCNA)}—A delegation of the 
Workers’ Party of Korea headed by Kim Yong-hak, 
editor-in-chief of the KULLOJA, to attend a regular 
meeting of delegates of communist and workers’ parties 
on discussing the work of the magazine problems of 
peace and socialism to be held in Czechoslovakia, a 
delegation of our country headed by Choe Chong-kun, 
minister of foreign trade to attend the ministerial meet- 
ing on global system of trade preferences to be held in 
Yugoslavia, a delegation of the Nampo municipal com- 
mittee of the Korean-Soviet Friendship Society headed 
by Pak Sung-il, chief secretary of the Nampo Municipal 
Committee of the Workers’ Party of Korea and chairman 
of the Nampo Municipal People’s Committee, to visit 
the Soviet Union, and a delegation of the Korean Dem- 
ocratic Women’s Union headed by Kang Kwan-son, 
vice-chairman of its Central Committee, to visit the 
GDR and the Soviet Union, left Pyongyang on April 7. 


Earlier, a delegation of Korean women in Japan headed 
by Pak Chong-hyon, chairman of the Central Standing 
Committee of the Democratic Union of Korean Women 
in Japan, to visit the socialist homeland, and a delega- 
tion of the society for aiding the Kumgangsan opera 
troupe of the General Association of Korean Residents 
in Japan (Chongnyon) headed by Pak Chong-kyu, chair- 
man of its society, to the sixth “April spring friendship 
art festival”, arrived here on April 6. 


Kim I]-song’s Thanks Conveyed to Builders 
SK081235 Pyongyang Domestic Service in Korean 
2100 GMT 3 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song 
extended thanks to the builders of the second metallur- 
gical complex who completed the construction of 34 
facilities in the second-stage expansion project of the 
Kim Chaek iron complex during the period of the first 
quarter. [passage omitted] 


Comrade Kang Song-san, member of the Political 
Bureau of the WPK Central Committee, responsible 
secretary of the North Hamgyong provincial party com- 
mittee, and chairman of the North Hamgyong Provincial 
People’s Committee, and other personages concerned 
attended the gathering, together with the builders and 
three revolutionary team members who participated in 
the second- stage expansion project of the Kim “haek 
iron complex, functionaries who carried out po.itical 
work after being mobilized for this project, and support- 
ers. 


At the gathering, Comrade Kang Song-san conveyed the 
thanks of the great leader Comrade Kim Il-song to the 
builders. Following Comrade Kang Song-san’s report, 
discussions were held. [passage omitted] 
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Kang Hui-won Addresses Construction Rally 
SK110455 Pyongyang KCNA in English 0446 GMT 
11] Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 11 (KCNA)}—More than 70,000 
working people of Pyongyang held a rally at the Kim 
Il-song Square on April 10 and resolved to build the 
capital of revolution more grandly and beautifully, 
upholding the teachings of the great leader President 
Kim Il-song and the decisions and instructions of the 
party. 


Inspecting the major objects of construction in Pyong- 
yang on April 4, President Kim Il-song clearly indicated 
the tasks and ways for completing their construction at 
an earlier date and building Pyongyang more splendidly 
to suit the requirement of the daily heightening creative 
and cultural life of the people. 


And our party put forth the programmatic tasks to 
accelerate the construction of the Kwangbok Street to 
successfully complete it and, not slackening the spirit, 
better build up the whole city of Pyongyang. 


Kang Hui-won, alternate member of the Political Bureau 
of the Central Committee of the WPK, chief secretary of 
the Pyongyang municipal party committee and chairman 
of the Pyongyang Municipal People’s Committee, made 
a report and the director of the Pyongyang Municipal 
General Bureau of Construction and others spoke at the 
rally. 


They called upon all the working people in the capital to 
turn out as one in grand construction for building 
Pyongyang into a more grand and beautiful modern city 
and perform shining feats in labour, upholding the 
intention of the great leader and the party. 


They stressed that the allout charge should be waged 
more vigorously to complete at an earlier date the 
construction of the major objects in Pyongyang includ- 
ing the Kwangbok Street and celebrate the 40th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Republic as a grand festival of 
victors, 


Further on 200-Day Campaign Progress 
SK111023 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1018 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[““News of 200-Day Campaign’ Construction of Capital 
City’—KCNA headline] 


[Text] Pyongyang April 11 (KCNA)}—Recently, the great 
leader President Kim Il-song inspected the major con- 
struction objects of the capital city including the Kwang- 
bok Street and expressed greats atisfaction over the rapid 
progress of the construction. 


Immensely encouraged by his on-the-spot guidance, the 
constructors are now working amazing miracles at all 
units. 
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Those who are building the Nungnado stadium, one of 
the world’s biggest, are these days assembling six 100- 
metre long roof trusses a day at maximum. 


The builders of the Nungna Bridge have already com- 
pleted in the main the project of the 700-metre long 
branch bridge and assembled girders on six straight lines 
of the bridge. In the same spirit, they are pushing ahead 
with the assembling of the iron girders. 


Successes have also been reported from the construction 
sites of the international cinema house, the Yanggak-do 
football stadium, the Pyongyang International Airport, 
etc. 


Agricultural Commission Views Corn Planting 
SK100226 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1520 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)—Sowing maize in 
humus pots has begun in the Korean countryside. 


According to data available at the Agricultural Commis- 
sion, maize had been sown by April 7 in humus pots 
enough to be transplanted in more than 35,000 hectares. 


The plan has been carried out at 18.7 percent in Kaesong 
municipality. 


The pots sown with maize in South Hwanghae Province 
in a few days are enough to be transplanted in more than 
7,500 hectares. 


Sowing is being hastened in northern mountain areas, 
too, including Chagang and North Hamgyong Province, 
so that humus-potted seedlings can be transplanted in 
time. 


Now the cooperative farms are tending humus-pot beds 
with good care to nurse sturdy maize seedlings. 


KCNA Reports Advances in Cement Production 
SK091021 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1018 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 9 (KCNA)}—Cement factories 
across the country under the Construction and Building 
Materials Industry Commission of Korea boosted 
cement output 21 percent in the first seven days of April 
as against the same period of last month. 


The Sunchon cement complex and the February 8 
cement complex raised their production more than 40 
percent in this period. 


The Chonnaeri cement complex has lifted the hourly 
productivity of the kilns 10 percent by increasing their 
capacity and operation rate. 


The Pusanri, Haeju and Puraesan cement factories, too, 
are overfulfilling their daily plans in April. 


FBIS-EAS-88-069 
11 April 1988 


Kim Ii-song Guidance to Vinalon Industry Viewed 
SK071545 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1522 GMT 
7 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 7 (KCNA) —Korea directs big 
efforts to the development of vinalon industry. 


A vinalon production base of gigantic scale with a 
capacity of 100,000 tons is now under construction in 
Sunchon city in the central part of the country. 


Vinalon industry is a chuche-oriented chemical industry 
which was founded and rapidly developed under the 
far-reaching plan and wise leadership of the respected 
leader President Kim Il-song. 


The great leader President Kim Il-song said: 


“Vinalon is an excellent chemical fibre invented in our 
country.” 


He put forward long ago a policy of founding a chemical 
fibre industry relying on domestic raw materials and has 
wisely led the work for its realisation. 


Vinalon is a chuche-based fibre which our people pro- 
duce by their own technology from limestone and 
anthracite, both of which are abundant in our country. It 
is a fibre in which we have gained rich experiences in the 
course of producing it for dozens of years after building 
a factory by our own efforts and it is a fibre on which we 
have a thorough grasp and whose advantages have 
already been fully proved through practical life. 


President Kim Il-song personally formed a vinalon 
research group already in the period of the fatherland 
liberation war (June 1950-July 1953) and provided it 
with all conditions for its successful researches even 
under the difficult war-time circumstances. 


He issued it with necessary funds and bought it labora- 
tory equipment. After the war, he built a pilot plant. 


In June 1958, he visited the pilot plant and acquainted 
himself with the researches into vinalon and encouraged 
the research group to push ahead with its work energet- 
ically, saying he would send it as much fund and mate- 
rials as it demanded. 


When the researches for industrializing vinalon produc- 
t1on was completed, he came all the way to the Ryong- 
hung Plain in Hamhung area and chose the site of the 
vinalon factory. And he organized a powerful construc- 
tion force and saw to it that People’s Army soldiers 
undertook difficult construction objects. 


After the construction began, he put forward the militant 
slogan “All efforts for the construction of the vinalon 
factory!” And made the whole party, whole country and 
the entire people energetically support this project. 


iS 
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President Kim Il-song called at the construction site on 
several occasions and solved all problems arising in the 
project, calling the constructors to innovations. 


The modern vinalon factory rose up in one year or more 
to be completed in May, 1961. This marked the founding 
of the chuche-based chemical fibre industry, the vinalon 
industry, in our couniry. 


President Kim Il-song has since given constant guidance 
to consolidate its material and technical foundations and 
increase its ¢ ‘oduction. 


As a result, the vinalon production capacity has been 
boosted markedly. 


In the six-year plan period, automation and remote control 
were introduced in all the production processes of the 
vinalon factory and its capacity rose to 50,000 tons. 


In order to increase the vinalon production capacity 
several times, he initiated the construction of a grand 
vinalon production centre in Sunchon district. 


The Sunchon vinalon complex will be a model of the 
chuche-based industry depending on our own raw mate- 
rials and technology. 


He has energetically led the construction of the Sunchon 
vinalon complex, giving guidance on more than 600 
occasions since he chose the site of the complex on the 
spot in April 1983. 


The builders of the complex aim at creating a 100,000- 
ton capacity of vinalon production by the 40th anniver- 
sary of the founding of the Democratic People’s Repub- 
lic of Korea (September 9). 


Progress at Sunchon Complex Noted 
SK111007 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1001 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 1 1 (KCNA)}—The builders of the 
Sunchon vinalon complex are effecting innovations 
every day in their drive to create a 100,000-ton capacity 
of vinalon production. 


No small number of objects of a total of more than 270 
have been put into operation or are under preparation to 
be commissioned. The remaining objects are expected to 
be completed in a short time. 


In the carbide district, three carbide kilns have started 
operation and another one will be fired in a few days. 


In the lime kiln system, two kilns have been commis- 
sioned and another one will be put into operation 
shortly. And other three lime kilns are getting ready for 
trial operation. 
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In the vinalon district, pipe laying and equipment assem- 
bling is going on in full scale along with construction of 
structures in the main production processes. The assem- 
bling of six compounding towers has been completed in 
the main. 


in the fertilizer and methano! district, the assembling of 
a 15,000 cubic meter gas tank has entered the final stage 
and the assembling of a !arge compounding tower has 
been wound up successfully. 


New achievements are registered everyday in the expan- 
sion of the Songsan mine, the raw material base of the 
Sunchon vinalon complex, the building of railway tracks 
for the complex and the construction of workers’ flats. 


Paper Praises ‘Revolutionary Optimism’ 
SK081529 Pyongyang KCNA in English 1502 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Pyongyang April 8 (KCNA)}—NODONG SIN- 
MUN today devotes one whole page to a signed article 
titled “Our People’s Revolutionary Optimism Fully Dis- 
played in Making Revolution Under the Leadership of 
the Party and the Leader”. 


The article says: 


Our people is a revolutionary people making continued 
innovation and uninterrupted advance for a bright 
future of communism filled with optimism and convic- 
tion of certain victory. 


The great leader Comrade Kim Il-song taught as follows: 


‘We are confronted with responsible and complex rev- 
olutionary task. However, our people’s revolutionary 
enthusiasm and fighting spirit are very high and they are 
well able to carry it out. Their confidence in victory, too, 
is firm. Our people have strong confidence not only in 
their ideals for the distant future but also in the shining 
prospects of the years immediately ahead.’ Our people’s 
firm conviction and optimistic attitude toward the vic- 
tory of revolution were fully displayed, first of all, in 
most difficult periods of ordeals in our revolution. 


Our people’s revolutionary optimism is most proud one 
for it has been consistently given full play and its might 
demonstrated not only in smooth circumstances but in 
the periods of hardest trials. Experiences show that the 
people of a country, however small it may be, can defeat 
any formidable enemy and defend the dignity of the 
country and the nation when they fight with faith in 
certain victory, closely rallied around the party and the 
leader. Having such experience we are not frightened or 
afraid a bit, however madly the U.S. imperialists bran- 
dish nuclear weapons and run about in war moves and 
we are firmly prepared mentally to defeat the enemy at 
one blow when they pounce upon us. 
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Our people powerfully displayed the spirit of a revolu- 
tionary people by carrying to final fulfilment by their 
own efforts the difficult and vast revolutionary tasks 
arising in the revolution and construction. As they are 
firmly convinced of the justness of their cause and the 
bright future of the revolution, they do not steal a glance 
at others, but regard it as their iron rule to make 
revolution in our way. The article says that the revolu- 
tionary optimism fully demonstrated by our people 
traces its Origin to the unquestioned conviction of the 
greatness of the party and the leader. It goes on: The 
basic characteristics of our people’s revolutionary opti- 
mism and its invincible vitality and unshakable nature 
lie in that our people hold respected Comrade Kim 
Il-song, the peerless great man unanimously looked up to 
by all the world progressive people, in high esteem as 
their leader and it has its basic success in the unparal- 
leled greatness of the respected leader. 


Our people’s optimistic attitude toward the future of the 
revolution and conviction of victory of the revolution are 
a firm faith gained through actual experiences in the 
course of advancing along an ever-victorious road under 
the leadership of the respected leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song. He showed a shining example of revolutionary 
optimism and thus energetically led our people to fight 
with conviction, not yielding to any difficulties. It is 
unshakable faith of the respected leader Comrade Kim 
Il-song that one can defeat any formidable enemy and 
fulfil whatever difficult tasks, given firm conviction of 
victory. 


The article continues: 


Our people’s conviction of victory of revolution has 
become more unshakable in the course of powerfully 
accelerating the cause of modelling the whole of society 
on the chuche idea under the leadership of the party. 


Our people are now filled with deepest conviction and 
optimism: They confidently look into the bright future of 
the homeland in the brilliant intelligence and tested 
leadership of our party which is leading the revolution 
and construction to a constant upsurge with energetic 
ideological and theoretical activity and dynamic revolu- 
tionary practice. 


Thanks to the great party, the future of our revolutionary 
cause is always bright and endless prosperity of our 
homeland is firmly guaranteed. 


Declaring that our people’s optimistic attitude toward 
the future of the revolution and conviction of sure 
victory are the revolutionary spirit originating from the 
absolute confidence that the road indicated by the chu- 
che idea, the road following the line of our party, is most 
correct, the article says: 
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Our people’s optimistic attitude toward the revolution 
and their conviction of certain victory find their basic 
source also in the invincible might of our country pro- 
vided by the party and the leader. 


Our people advancing under the wise leadership of the 
party and the leader will carry the Korean revolution to 
accomplishment, deeply cherishing the conviction of 
certain victory forever in the future. 


South Korea 


Chon Tu-hwan Returns From U.S., Apologizes 
SK 101313 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
1000 GMT 10 Apr 8&8 


{Text] Former President Chon Tu-hwan returned this 
afternoon on a KAL [Korean Air] flight together with his 
wife after concluding his visit to the United States. Ata 
meeting with reporters at the airport in connection with 
the detention of Chon Kyong-hwan, his brother and 
former president of the Saemaul Movement Headquar- 
ters, former President Chon Tu-hwan stated he is unable 
to express his deep regret to the people over the scandal. 


Former President Chon Tu-hwan said: At a time when 
the people should advance with new hope with the 
inauguration of the new government, I feel I have 
imposed a burden on the new government. At the same 
time, I feel very sorry for President No Tae-u and all 
public officials. 


Commenting on the detention of Chon Kyong-hwan, 
former President Chon said: This problem should be 
fairly dealt with according to the law so that the people’s 
suspicion concerning the incident can be entertained and 
a penalty can be imposed if something is found amiss. 


Former President Chon added: the _ irregularities 
involved in the Saemual Movement should have been 
settled during my term of office. | should have left my 
post after imposing penalties for the irregularities that 
deserve to be punished. It is not desirable to consider 
that the current incident has been brought to light for 
political reasons in the wake of the peaceful change of 
government. 


Former President Chon expressed his hope that the 
incident would become a good lesson for those persons 
who are around power. Former President Chon Tu-hwan 
and his wife were received at the airport by approxi- 
mately 100 persons, including Chae Mun-sik, chairman 
of th DJP; No Sin-yong, former prime minister; Kwon 
Ik-hyon, a DJP lawmaker; the head of the foreign diplo- 
matic corps in Korea; and Thomas Brooks, acting U.S. 
ambassador to Korea. 
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Further on Chon Statements 
SK110110 Seoul YONHAP in English 0101 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


{Excerpts] Seoul, April 11 (YONHAP)—Former Presi- 
dent Chon Tu-hwan has apologized to the nation for 
trouble caused by his younger brother, arrested for his 
alleged involvement in corruption scandals and other 
wrongdoings committed during Chon Tu-hwan’s seven- 
year presidency. [passage omitted] 


Chon recalled that before he left on his U.S. trip accom- 
panied by his wife Yi Sun-cha, he requested that govern- 
ment authorities conduct an official investigation of his 
brother, with the belief that all matters in a democratic 
country should be judged by laws rather than by public 
opinion. 


Commenting on his trip to the United States, the former 
president said he felt that the bilateral relationship 
between Seoul and Washington has been further strength- 
ened. He also said U.S. President Ronald Reagan clarified 
that the United States would do everything it can to help 
make the Seoul summer Olympics successful. 


Further Reportage on Saemaul Movement Inquiry 


Chon Kyong-hwan’s Actions Probed 
SK090728 Seoul YONHAP in English 0718 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 9 (YONHAP)—The prosecution has 
failed to confirm an allegation that Chon Kyong-hwan, 
former head of the Saemaul (New Community) Move- 
ment Headquarters, was involved in capital flight in 
Argentina, prosecution officials said Saturday. 


The officials said the prosecution Friday subpoenaed 
and questioned Chun To-il, former director of the Over- 
seas Development Research Institute, a private organi- 
zation headed by Chon, in connection with a rumor that 
Chon owns a large grape farm and a gold mine in 
Argentina. 


The officials said the investigation found that the insti- 
tute had examined the feasibility of developing a farm 
and a gold mine in a bid to promote Korean immigration 
to South America, but the investigation failed to confirm 
whether Chon, younger brother of former President 
Chon Tu-hwan, purchased such real estate in his own 
name. 


The prosecution also summoned Pae Chong-yol, chair- 
man of Hanyang Corp. for questioning into influence- 
peddling allegedly committed by Chon Kyong-hwan, in 
connection with the construction of a Saemaul building 
in a Seoul park. 
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The officials said the prosecution discovered that Han- 
yang concluded a private contract with the Saemaul 
Headquarters for the nine-billion-won (12 million U.S. 
dollars) construction project in June 1985. 


But Pae flatly denied the allegation that the younger 
Chon had received money as an honorararium from his 
company, a construction contractor. 


The prosecution will continue its probe into the case, as 
well as other charges, they said. 


Chon Kyong-hwan, 46, was placed under formal arrest 
on March 31 on charges of amassing a multimillion 
dollar fortune by embezzling public and private funds, 
evading taxes and engaging in influence-peddling while 
he led the Saemaul Movement over the past seven years. 


Kim Tae-chung Urges Australian Probe 
SK100104 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Opposition leader Kim Tae-chung yesterday 
urged the government to immediately ask Australia to 
investigate the alleged property flight to that country by 
former President Chon Tu-hwan and his family. 


Kim maintained that Chon invested some $12 million in 
Australia’s Swan Beer, and a large sum in the motel 
chain White Rock, a TV company and casinos. 


Kim, former president of the opposition Party for Peace 
and Democracy [PPD], made the remarks when he 
attended six inaugural rallies of the PPD district chap- 
ters in Seoul and Kyonggi-do. 


Kim first claimed on Wednesday that the Chons 
diverted a huge amount of money abroad and the ruling 
Democratic Justice Party immediately denied it. 


“The Australian government has launched an unofficial 
probe into and confirmed a Japanese press report of 
Chon’s property flight, and I’ve got the information from 
quite reliable sources,”’ said Kim. 


“I also hear that Seoul threatens to take retaliatory 
measures, including suspension of coal imports from 
Canberra, if the latter discloses relations between Chon 
and the Bond business group which manages Chon’s 
property there,” Kim said. 


He claimed, “Following my disclosure of Chon’s prop- 
erty flight on Wednesday, the Australian foreign minis- 
ter expressed willingness to probe the matter when Seoul 
so requests. 


“But why does the DJP only deny it as groundless?” he 
said. 
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Kim is today to make speeches at several similar PPD 
rallies and tour Cholla province Monday through Friday 
in support of the PPD candidates there. 


Australia’s Bond Denies Involvement 
SK090041 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


{Text} BANGKOK (YONHAP)—Australian business 
tycoon Alan Bond flatly denied South Korean opposition 
leader Kim Tae-chung’s recent claim that he has man- 
aged former South Korean President Chon Tu-hwan and 
his families’ alleged massive personal assets in Australia, 
a Sydney daily reported Thursday. 


A Bond spokesman dismissed Kim’s charge as a “sheer 
lie’ and warned that if an Australian newspaper carried 
Kim’s groundless claim, his company might file a libel 
suit, the SYDNEY MORNING HERALD said. 


The spokesman also said in a brief statement that his 
firm contacted South Korea’s Hyundai business group 
but never had any contact with Chon or his government. 


Kim Friday said in an interview with Australia’s 
FINANCIAL TIMES that he, however, had no physical 
materials to prove his earlier claim against Chon. 


The South Korean opposition leader also said that it is 
quite “natural” that he revealed Chon’s alleged capital 
diversion overseas at this time ahead of general elections 
in his country. 


The FINANCIAL TIMES quoted Kim as saying that the 
South Korean people have a right to know about the 
former First Family’s financial scandal, and now is the 
right time to make it public. 


Former Saemaul Executive Arrested 
SK100108 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
10 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The prosecution yesterday arrested an executive 
of the Leaders Fostering Foundation which is controlled 
by the Saemaul Headquarters. 


Ham Tae-sang is charged with being involved in the 
illegal sale of large tracts of land in Ulsan. The land, 
originally owned by Yi Hu-rak, former director of the 
Korea Central Intelligence Agency, was first taken over 
by the scholarship foundation. 


The land later was resold to Yugong Ltd. 


Ham’s arrest brought to 10 the number of people taken 
into custody so far in connection with the Saemaul 
scandal. Chon Kyong-hwan, the younger brother of 
former President Chon Tu-hwan, is among those under 
arrest. 
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The prosecution investigators have failed to confirm an 
allegation that Chon, former chancellor of the Saemau! 
Headquarters, diverted funds for investment in Argentina. 


They are investigating another allegation that Chon sent 
Saemaul funds and private wealth out of the country for 
investment in Australia. The investigators are trying to 
determine whether the former Saemaul head used the 
diverted funds to construct a 107-story building in 
Brisbane, a world-famous resort city in Queensland. 


The prosecution also questioned Pae Chong-yol, Han- 
yang Corp. chairman, about whether ..is company was 
awarded contracts to construct Saemaul-related facilities 
in Kunlin Park on the foot of Mt. Ujang and the Seoul 
Arts Center in Socho-dong, scuthern Seoul after buying 
influence from the younger Chon. 


In the meantime, the prosecution sought three former 
business company heads to investigate the allegation that 
they solicited Chon’s influence. 


The three are Kang Chong-yong, 39, former president of 
the Odaeyang Construction Co.; Kim Hui-su, 51, ex- 
representative of the Yoido Department Store; and 
Chong Chol-sin, 43, former president of the Hanil Com- 
mercial and Industrial Co. 


The prosecution said it called on the three to present 
themselves for questioning about whether they asked 
Chon Kyong-hwan to press the Bank of Seoul to extend 
them loans amounting to 7 to 8 billion won. 


However, the three did not comply with the summons 
and went into hiding, the prosecution said. 


Chon Purchased Apartment in U.S. 
SK110311 Seoul YONHAP in English 0301 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April | 1 (YONHAP)—Prosecutors discov- 
ered Monday that former president Chon Tu-hwan’s 
younger brother, who was arrested for alleged corruption 
involving millions of dollars, purchased an apartment 
house in the United States worth hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 


The prosecutors are tracking down the source of the 
money used by the younger brother, Chon Kyong-hwan, 
to pay for the apartment building, suspecting that the 
purchase made in July last year, shortly after a govern- 
ment inspection of the Saemual Undong (New Commu- 
nity Movement) Headquarters, was part of his alleged 
diversion of private assets abroad. 


Chon Kyong-hwan’s eldest son, 22, is now studying in 
the United States, 
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The 46-year-old Chon Kyong-hwan was arrested by the 
prosecution on March 31 on charges of embezzling 
public and private funds, evading taxes and peddling 
influence while he led the Saemaul headquarters over the 
past seven years. 


Local and foreign news inedia have charged that the 
junior Chon bought a massive amount of stocks and real 
estate in Australia, Argentina and the United States. 


The prosecution, which exterded the detention period 
for the younger Chon ind three of his associates on 
Saturday for 10 days, questioned Chon and six other 
former Saemaul officials Monday for the second time on 
charges of alleged capital flight. 


The prosecution has also continued to investigate the 
unidentified sources of some 2 billion won (2.7 million 
U.S. dollars), part of the 13.7 billion won (18.4 million 
U.S. dollars) in secret funds allegedly raised by Chon 
Kyong-hwan during his seven-year leadership of the 
Saemaul headquarters. 


Meanwhile, the presecution Saturday arrested a retired air 
force major general, a board member of a scholarship 
foundation set up by Chon Kyong-hwan, bringing to 10 the 
total number of those arrested in connection with the 
younger Chon’s alleged involvement in corruption scandals. 


The retired general was charged with embezzling some 
90 million won under Chon Kyong-hwan’s influence in 
the allegedly illegal sale of government land. 


Kim Yong-sam Charges No Involved 
SK090055 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Former Reunification Democratic Party presi- 
dent Kim Yong-sam yesterday alleged that President No 
Tae-u had been involved in mass irregularities commit- 
ted by Chon Kyong-hwan, ex-head of Saemaul Move- 
ment Headquarters, and called upon the President to 
explain himself. 


“We know that President No had intensively assisted 
Chon Kyong-hwan while he served as home minister. 
Our party along with the people are closely watching the 
On-going investigation of the scandal and its outcome,” 
he said in a press conference winding up his two-day 
pre-election campaigns in his power base of Pusan. 


The de facto leader of the RDP called for heavy penalty 
for former president Chon Tu-hwan, his wife Yi Sun-cha 
and other family members who have allegedly been 
involved in various financial scandals while Chon was in 
office. 


“The investigation should be gpnducted in a neutral and 
fair manger,” Kim said. 
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He claimed that the home and justice ministries and the 
Agency for National Security Planning are attempting to 
reduce the scale of the Saemaul scandal. 


“It is nonsense for those heads of the government 
agencies appointed by Chon Tu-hwan and retained by 
President No to investigate the Saemaul scandal involv- 
ing the younger brother of ex-president Chon,” Kim 
said. 


“It shows that the incumbent regime is conducting the 
investigation not to rectify irregularities but to maintain 
power,” Kim said. 


Then he suggested that a neutral investigating team 
comprising civilian representatives and members of 
opposition parties be set up for a thorough and indepen- 
dent probe into the scandal. 


“Otherwise, we will not recognize the outcome of the 
investigation of the corruption-plagued Saemaul organi- 
zation,” Kim warned. 


Whoever of the ex-home ministers who turned out to 
have assisted Chon Kyong-hwan in committing irregu- 
larities and outflowing of money abroad, Kim claimed, 
should be arrested. 


Further on National Assembly Contest 


DJP ‘Vanguard’ for Fair Elections 
SK090045 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] The ruling Democratic Justice Party yesterday 
asserted that it will pursue fair elections and urged 
opposition forces to cooperate with its “drive to prevent 
illicit campaigning.” 


DJP chairman Chae Mun-sik said that the government 
party would not overlook illicit electioneering by any of 
its own nominees. 


“If we find any of our nominees involved in unlawful or 
fraudulent cases, we will take extreme steps even to the 
extent of cutting off our own fingers,” he said in a press 
conference on the occasion of the launching of the 
18-day formal campaigns. 


“We will prefer to be reputed for the achievement of fair 
elections, irrespective of the loss of some National 
Assembly seats, rather than face controversy over elec- 
tion rigging,” he maintained. 


He would not elaborate on the “extreme steps,” just 
disclosing that the DJP would play a vanguard role in 
making the parliamentary elections fair and free even if 
it costs the party “‘one or two seats or even more.” 
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The DJP leader accused opposition politicians, appar- 
ently citing Kim Yong-sam and Kim Tae-chung, of 
cheating the electorate and creating a “foul” electioneer- 
ing climate. 


“Those who have been judged by the people (in the Dec. 
16 presidential election) are still behaving as opposition 
leaders, far from feeling sorry for their failed opposition 
unity, and introducing dirty tricks to electioneering. 


“They are resorting to their worn-out practices of dem- 
agoguery, manipulated rumors and personal attacks to 
cheat the people,” he claimed, calling for the “restora- 
tion of conscience” and cooperation for fair elections. 


“The law enforcement authorities are required to get 
tough with opposition candidates involved in illegal 
electioneering just as they have to deal harshly with our 
nominees for misdeeds,” he said. 


He demanded that opposition runners no more regard 
the authorities’ checks against their violation of election 
laws simply as the “government power intervention in 
their campaigning, or even suppression, as they have so 
far done.” 


Chae partly admitted that “some” DJP candidates had 
initiated attempts to buy off voters because the ruling 
partg finished nominations ahead of the opposition. 


But he denied most charges of the DJP candidates’ 
unlawful campaigning as “totally groundless,” or “much 
exaggerated by opposition contenders accustomed to 
black propaganda.” 


He revealed that all the 224 DJP candidates have already 
been instructed to abide by all stipulations of the Parlia- 
mentary Election Law as there will be a number of 
election suits under the current small-sized constituency 
system. Under the formula, revived after 16 years, less 
than 500 votes will determine the winner and the first 
runner-up in many districts. 


No Speaks Out Against Violence 
SK111309 Seoul YONHAP in English 1258 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Text] Chunchon, Korea, April 11 (YONHAP)}—South 
Korean President No Tae-u Monday urged both the 
ruling and opposition camps to avoid violence, ground- 
less charges against rival candidates anc vote buying 
while campaigning for the upcoming National Assembly 
elections. 


Signs of widespread corruption and overheating have 
been already reported at the initial stage of electioneer- 
ing, No said after calling for stern punishment of people 
involved in illegal election campaign activities. 
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The chief executiive made the remarks when he visited 
this provincial capital on an inspection tour of Kangwon 
Province in the eastern part of the country. 


No, who took office on Feb. 25, also appealed for 
popular support to make the elections a stepping-stone to 
more advanced parliamentary democracy. 


The nation will hold the general elections on April 26 for 
the 13th National Assembly. More than 1,300 candi- 
dates are expected to compete for assembly seats. The 
deadline for registration of candidates is Wednesday. 


The election will mark the first time in 17 years that the 
National Assembly elections will be held in the country 
using the small constituency system, under which 224 of 
the total 299 lawmakers will be elected through a popular 
vote with only one lawmaker representing each district. 


The remaining 75 seats will be proportionally distributed 
among the parties which win five seats or more in the 
popular vote. 


DJP Making Progress in Kwangju 
SK100200 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
10 Apr 88 p 2 


[““Stumping News” column by staff reporter Yi Chang- 
sop: “Kwangju Decides Kim DJ's Political Future, DJP 
Seeks To Contain PPD Boom”] 


[Text] When Kim Tae-chung arrived at his hometown 
city of Kwangju last Tuesday in an ostensible bid to 
create an “opposition boom” in his party’s favor, the 
situation was quite different from the one he had wit- 
nessed six months ago. 


Upon getting out of the train, Kim took a rest in a lounge 
ai the Kwangju Railroad Station in order to prepare for 
his speech two hours later. His face looked stony and 
paled after his aides told him that the plaza in front of 
the railroad station where he was to make the speech was 
unexpectedly calm. 


Last September when Kim made his first homecoming 
trip to Kwangju in 16 years, the plaza was overcrowded 
with enthwus:astic supporters. 


Most buildings and tops of telephone booths were jam- 
packed with the people eager to get a glimpse of Kim 
Tae-chung, who is still currently actual leader of the 
Party for Peace and Democracy (PPD). 


Last week’s trip was the first since he was defeated in the 
December presidential election. 


Toned-Down Welcome [subhead] 
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The railroad plaza eventually filled with Kim’s support- 
ers and citizens, when he mounted the podium. But, the 
degree of heat the crowed put out did not parallel that he 
had previously seen. 


Although Kim Tae-chung did not receive a “hero's 
welcome” during the Tuesday trip, it was clear that the 
unsuccessful presidential candidate was still popular in 
his hometown. 


Kim has been trying to capitalize on his hometown as a 
springboard to create a “PPD boom” for the forthcom- 
ing legislative contest, thus sweeping all five constituen- 
cies in the special municipal city. 


Indications were that the Kwangju citizens were still 
subdued by the humiliating defeat of their hopeful Kim 
Tae-chung in the past presidential election. 


The Kwangju citizens cast 93 percent of all their votes 
for Kim in the presidential voting. 


Thus, Kwangju will test the popularity of Kim Tae- 
chung and his future in politics during the forthcoming 
legislative contest. 


Kim will spend much of his time in Kwangju and nearby 
townships to reactivate a “Kim Tae-chung boom,” thus 
helping PPD candidates win constituencies in the south- 
western Chollanam-do Province. 


Kim believes that his party will sweep all five constitu- 
encies in Kwangju. But it is premature for Kim and the 
PPD candidates to have firm conviction in their wins in 
view of the ruling camp’s strategies. 


Candidates of the ruling Democratic Justice Party have 
been steadily making a painful but sincere penetration 
into electoral precincts in Kwangju. 


The ruling camp's efforts are bearing practical fruit these 
days. It is widely speculated that the PPD may have hard 
fights in at least two of the five constituencies as the 
ruling camp’s candidates have made desperate counter- 
drives. 


The DJP candidates fear that their goal to gain face-sav- 
ing triumphs in the opposition-oriented regions will be 
crushed at any time if and when Kim Tae-chung boom is 
reborn. 


Drawing keen attention among all five precincts is the 
electoral district of Puk (Northern)-ku for Chong Ung, 
PPD’s military advisor to Kim Tae-chung and DJP’s Chi 
Tae-sop, who is said to be strongly supported by Presi- 
dent No Tae-u. 


Han of Kwangju [subhead] 
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Chong was commander of the 3ist Infantry Division in 
Kwangju at the time of the 1980 Kwangju bloody pop- 
ular uprising against the military crackdown. 


Chong was forced to retire from his 30-year military 
career because he refused martial law authorities’ order 
to send troops under his command to calm down the 
Kwangju rebellion. 


Chong, recognized in Kwangju as the Army commander 
to initiate military non-intervention into politics, 
opened his office in a building in front of the Kwangju 
Railroad Station. His office was hung with a placard, 
saying “The han (grudge) of Kwangju is also my han.” 


Chong’s rival Chi is campaigning in an aggressive and 
open manner unlike the other four DJP candidates who 
are waging silent behind-the-scenes canvassing. 


Chong Ung is now spending most of his time in hand- 
shaking with the voters in door-to-door visits. 


DJP’s incumbent lawmaker Yi Yong-il is waging an uphill 
battle against PPD’s Chong Sang-yong, one of the core 
civilian activists in the May bloody Kwangju uprising. 


Kim Tae-chung had no choice but to give Chong his 
nomination as various dissident groups in Kwangju threat- 
ened not to vote for the PPD unless he is nominated. 


Chong was one of those Kwangju citizens who had vigil 
at the head office of the Chollanam-do provincial gov- 
ernment on May 27 when the paratroopers invaded the 
office to calm down what was called then “civilian 
rebellions.” 


Despite his popularity as a “democracy fighter” in 
K wangju, he lacks organizational power, campaign funds 
and 1s rather a political novice with no experience in the 
nuts and bolts of politics. 


On the other hand, the DJP’s incumbent lawmaker Yi is 
impressing voters by pledging that his election will 
further promote the development of Kwangju. 


Split PPD Vote [subhead] 


Yi tries to woo the voters by saying that he was the one 
who lobbied for the transformation of Kwangju into a 
special municipal city. 


Lawmaker Yi will be happy to see PPD’s Yi Pil-son, who 
failed to get the nomination, run for the parliamentary 
contest as an independent. 


If PPD’s Chong should lose the contest in the constitu- 
ency where the Kwangju ‘uprising orginated, the PPD 
will be severely demoralized, political observers said. 
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One of the two places where th OJP is pinning high 
hopes is the Kwangsan-ku District, which was assimi- 
lated into the Kwangju special municipal city. The 
region is just on the outskirts of the Kwangju and 
residents there have yet to feel spiritual homogeneity 
with the main center of the special city. 


DJP’s Kim Chae-wan did not apply for the nomination 
of the ruling DJP. But the governing camp recruited him. 
He had been forced to resign as vice provincial governor 
when he suggested “his own version of packages” aimed 
at remedying the scars of the Kwangju turmoil. 


He is wooing the voters by saying that his mind is always with 
the opposition although he works for the ruling camp. 


PPD’s Cho Hong-kyu is aggressively campaigning to get 
the “gold medal” after his painful defeat in the 10th 
National Assembly election. 


In the Tong-ku district, PPD incumbent lawmaker Sin 
Ki-ha is maintaining a comfortable lead over DJP’s 
incumbent lawmaker Ko Kwi-nam. Sin boasts that his 
winning is a foregone conclusion and the remaining 
question is how much he can widen the margin in a 
contest with the DJP’s Ko. 


PPD To Highlight ‘Clear-Cut’ Line 
SK090057 Seoul! THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] Tne Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] will 
highlight its “clear-cut” opposition line and election 
platforms to command the support of voters during the 
forthcoming legislative contest. 


Acting PPD president Pak Yong-suk yesterday appealed 
to the people to support PPD parliamentary candidates 
so that it will be able to pose a viable counterforce to the 
ruling Democratic Justice Party, which she said seeks to 
get as muny seats as possible through fraud and irregu- 
larities. 


She called on the people to cast votes for the PPD, the 
“only reliable opposition party with clear-out policy 
orientation and with fresh figures.” 


She emphasized that all of the PPD’s 182 parliamentary 
candidates have fought for democratization in a consis- 
tent manner even in the face of oppression and coercion 
since the dictatorial Yusin (Reform) decrees in 1972. 


“The PPD is a national party protecting and promoting 
the livelihood of the people with effective alternatives to 
government policies oriented towards the privileged 
groups,” she added. 
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She charged that the ruling party won the past presiden- 
tial election through unprecedented election frauds and 
irregularitics and the upcoming parliamentary contest 
will be a great occasion to prove which of the political 
parties is most popular among the people. 


She said the PPD will command broad support from the 
“conscientious” middle class, salaried—men and—women, 
farmers, fishermen and proprietors of small-scale enterpris- 
es, adding that only about 20 percent of the people—the 
privileged class, will not rally behind the PPD. 


The PPD adopted a 16-point election strategy, which 
calls for full investigation into alleged corruption com- 
mitted in the Chon Tu-hwan administration, among 
others. 


Mrs. Pak said the PPD will press for full probes into the 
personal property of the Chon family and the 1980 
bloody Kwangju uprising. She hoped for the reduction of 
income tax imposed on monthly wage-earners and small- 
size enterprises, and the establishment of a government 
office for small and medium sized businesses. 


Kim Chong-pil Warns Against Abuses 
SK090059 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


[Text] New Democratic Republican Party president Kim 
Chong-pil strongly warned the government and the rul- 
ing Democratic Justice Party against the current corrupt 
form of electioneering and other irregularities he said 
they were perpetrating, in a news conference yesterday. 


He said, “‘I deplore that the election mood has been 
heating up and compaigns are spoted with corruption 
and irregularities even before the official notice of the 
election date.” 


“The people will not forgive the government and the 
ruling party if they plot to rig the elections through the 
abuse of government power,” he stressed. 


He said parties and candidates should be faithful to the 
call of the times to open a new era of democracy by 
abiding by the relevant laws. 


Further on CEMC Announcements 
SK090035 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Apr 88 p I 


[Text] The Central Election Management Committee 
[CEMC] yesterday announced that the general elections 
will be held April 26. 


The public announcement signaled the start of the offi- 
cial 18-day election campaign. 


Candidates will vie for 224 National Assembly seats in 
district elections. Another 75 seats are reserved for 
proportional representation. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


All candidates are required to register with central and 
local election management committees by next Wednes- 
day. 


Joint campaign rallies for all candidates in each electoral 
district will start next Friday. 


In an appeal to voters to help manage the general 
elections in an orderly and fair manner, CEMC Chair- 
man Yun Il-yong yesterday said they should cast their 
ballots after deliberating who deserves to be their repre- 
sentative. 


The CEMC has banned rallies other than joint campaign 
rallies, wall posters not issued by the committee and 
visits to voters’ homes by candidates. 


With the date of the elections announced, rival political 
parties opened election campaign headquarters. 


Electoral Violations Noted 
SK090151 Seoul THE KOREA HERALD in English 
9 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] As the parliamentary election campaign heats up, 
most lawmaker aspirants and their supporters are 
shamelessly handing out plenty of gifts to potential 
voters in violation of election laws. 


Candidates spend money to send voters, mainly women, 
to hot spas, a practice reported in previous elections. 


Another widespread irregularity committed in the latest 
election campaign is the moving of residential cards 
from one place to another in favor of certain candidates. 


“The abnormal situation may be partly because of the 
small constituency system restored after an absence of 17 
years,” one political observer said yesterday. 


According to him, campaigners, irrespective of political 
stripes, dole out gifts, including soap, toothpaste and 
towels, to voters at district chapter inauguration rallies 
and other political meetings. 


“They also tend to take advantage of meetings of alumni 
and persons of same family names to hand out cash and 
gifts to constituents,” he said. 


In most cases, gifts bear the names of candidates. 


Cash is given to voters by campaigners in the name of 
transportation costs. 


The Choson Ilbo, an influential national daily, reported 
that all participants in a district chapter inauguration 
rally of a major party were given expensive umbrellas. 
The rally took place in northern Inchon last Saturday. 
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An independent candidate in Taegu gathered thousands 
of people at his office around 2 p.m. Monday with the 
pledge that any voter would be given two rolls of toilet 
paper plus washing-up liquid, the Choson said. 


A candidate in Suwon, Kyonggi-do, never fails to appear 
at meetings of alumni and persons of the same family 
name and hand out envolopes containing 100,000 won 
each. 


He usually gives 150,000 to 200,000 won to a group of 
tourists going to visit cultural relics. 


A candidate in Taejon, Chungchongnam-do, visited 
many homes in his district and distributed lighters on 
which his name is inscribed and soap. 


The daily quoted a 42-year-old Taejon man as saying 
that he has already received 12 gifts from campaigners. 
He said received five gifts during the Feb. 12, 1985 
legislative elections 


Parties’ Election Tactics Viewed 
SK090203 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
9 Apr 88 p 2 


[By staff reporter Yi Chang-sop] 


[Text] Corruption in the Fifth Republic has emerged as 
an outstanding campaign issue with the rival parties 
trying to identify the current government with the 
unpopular previous regime. 


To counterattack the opposition offensive, the governing 
party issued a “campaign guideline” to every branch of 
the local district chapters yesterday. 


The two opposition parties, the Reunification Demo- 
cratic Party and the Party for Peace and Democracy— 
decided to abstain from smearing each other although 
they each seek to become the largest opposition party. 


The other opposition party, the New Democratic Repub- 
lican Party, desperate to secure at least 20 seats required 
to form a floor negotiating group, calls for reinvestiga- 
tion of all scandals in the Fifth Republic. 


Here is the gist of the campaign strategies each party has 
adopted for the forthcoming legislative contest. 


Democratic Justice Party [subhead] 


It will publicize the necessity of the governing camp 
securing comfortable majority in the House in order to 
maintain the smooth administration of state affairs. 


It instructed its parliamentary nominees to appeal to the 
voters to cast votes for the governing party so that it can 
push ahead with economic growth and democratization 
amid stability and without hitches. 
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It will stress that “opposition fighters” are counterpro- 
ductive in terms of social stability. 


It will also focus its energy on differentiating between the 
Fifth Republic and the Sixth Republic. 


The ruling party will show its determination to root out 
any irregularity linked with power. 


It plans to secure House seats both in rural and urban 
constituencies in an cven manner, with pitched emphasis 
on campaigning in key urban constituencies in Seoul, 
Pusan, Taegu and Kwangju. 


As the ruling camp has already pledged a set of campaign 
commitments during the past presidential election, it 
will demonstrate its will to put those commitments into 
practice during the parliamentary contest. 


Reunification Democratic Party [subhead] 


The RDP has no choice but to focus its campaign on 
securing House seats in the urban constituencies espe- 
cially in Seoul and Pusan. It has given up Kwangju and 
Cholla provinces, the powerhouse of Kim Tae-chung. 


Its key campaign theme is an appeal to the voters not to 
vote for the governing party, which it said had been 
involved in various kinds of irregularities and corruption 
during the Fifth Republic. 


It will appeal to the voters to give the opposition camp 
strong support so that the opposition can pose a formi- 
dable challenge against dictatorial turn of the governing 
party. It will then stress that the forthcoming legislative 
contest should be a two-way competition between the 
ruling DJP and the largest opposition group, the RDP. 


The RDP seeks to create a boom in Pusan by the 
influence of its leader Kim Yong-sam who runs in a 
district in the nation’s second largest city. It vows to 
sweep all 15 constituencies in the port city. 


Party for Peace and Democracy [subhead] 


The Party for Peace and Democracy [PPD] will publicize 
itself as a clear-cut, reliable and policy-oriented opposi- 
tion party. 


It will issue a strong call for the full guarantee of the three 
basic labor rights on the occasion of a general strike the 
Federation of the Korea Trade Unions plans to stage 
next week. 


It aims to win the heart of 10 million Korean workers by 
catering to their demands. 


FBIS-EAS-88-069 
11 April 1988 


It will also call on the other opposition parties to form an 
alliance againsi the governing camp during the legisla- 
tive contest. By the alliance, the PPD means a gentle- 
men’s agreement by the opposition parties not to smear 
each other during the campaign. 


Kim Tae-chung will spend most of his time during the 
general election campaign in Seoul and Kwangju to 
create a “PPD boom,” thus garnering as many seats as 
possible in the two regions. 


New Democratic Republic Party [subhead] 


The New Democratic Republican Party [NDRP] will 
continue its attack on the incumbent government as an 
extension of the corruption-marred Fifth Republic. 


It will appeal to the voters to vote for the NDRP, which 
is experienced in administrating state affairs and is free 
from internal division. 


It has published a small booklet listing 42 kinds of 
irregularities and corrupt actions the ruling DJP has 
aiiegedly committed over past years. 


It will also operate a center for collecting information 
about unfair and ilbegal campaign practices. Kim 
Chong-pil, who runs in his hometown district of Puyo, 
will crisscross constituencies making supporting cam- 
paign speeches for NDRP candidates. It hopes to sweep 
central Chungchong constituencies. 


Annual North-South Swim Meet Reported Proposed 
SK101116 Seoul Domestic Service in Korean 
1000 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] According to a report from Guangzhou in Commu- 
nist China, Yi Myong-pak, president of the Taehan [ROK] 
Amateur Swimming Federation, yesterday met with Ho 
Chun-kil, head of the delegation of North Korean swim- 
mers, now participating in the third Asian swimming cham- 
pionship series being held in Guangzhou, and proposed to 
him holding a mutual exchange swimming match between 
the North and the South once a year. 


At the meeting with the secretary of the Asian Swimming 
Federation in attendance, President Yi My® ‘g-pak pro- 
posed to Ho Chun-kil exchanging North and South 
swimming teams alternately in an effort to promote 
mutual relations between the North and the South 
through sports exchanges. President Yi Myong-pak 
asked Ho Chun-kil to convey the proposal to the highest 
responsible person concerned with sports in North 
Korea and to inform him of the result of the proposal. 


The head of the North Korean delegation showed an unwill- 
ingness toward President Yi’s proposal at first. However, 
after understanding the real purpose of the proposal, the 
head of the North Korean delegation showed an affirmative 
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response, promising that he would convey the proposal to 
the responsible person concerned with sports and that he 
would also make efforts toward its realization. 


Student Injured by Tear Gas Canister 
SK101031 Seoul HANGUK ILBO in Korean 
9 Apr 88 p 10 


[Text] On the afternoon of 7 April, while approximatley 
130 students at Hannam University in Taejon were 
staging a campus demonstration after holding “‘a rally 
against the government’s import liberation policy and 
the suppression of the labor movement,” O Chae-nok, a 
senior student at the university, was hit on the head by a 
tear gas canister. The student underwent brain surgery at 
the Holy Mother Hospital in Taejon. However, he has 
been reported to be in critical condition. 


That afternoon, the students of the school staged a fierce 
demonstration on campus after the rally to demand labor 
rights under the auspices of the student association of the 
school. They staged a fierce stone-hurling battle in a con- 
frontation with riot police forces firing tear gas canisters at 
students who tried to turn out of the school gate. 


GATT Talks on U.S. Beef Unsuccessful 
SK090600 Seoul YONHAP in English 0502 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 9 (YONHAP)—South Korea and the 
United States have failed to establish a GATT (General 
Agreement on Tariffs and Trade) dispute panel to review 
U.S. complaints against Seoul’s ban on imported beef, 
the Foreign Ministry said Saturday. 


At the GATT Council session which opened Friday in 
Geneva, the U.S. side demanded that a dispute panel be 
set up to deal with the beef issue pending between the 
two countries. 


In response to the U.S. request, the Korean side told the 
council it desires further bilateral talks states and it feels 
that setting up a panel would be inappropriate at this time. 


The council will consider the matter at its May 4 
meeting, according to the Foreign Ministry. 


Minister Notes Beef Import Plans 
SK111237 Seoul YONHAP in English 1158 GMT 
1] Apr 88 


[Text] Seoul, April 11 (YONHAP)—South Korea is 
expected to import about 14,500 tons of beef (101,500 
head) this year to help meet part of the projected 
domestic demand, the head of the agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries ministry said Monday. 


The expected import volume represents 9.4 percent of 
the projected demand. 


In a meeting with reporters, Minister Yun Kun-hwan 
said the domestic beef demand for this year is forecast to 
rise to 154,000 tons, an increase of 2,000 tons from a 
year earlier. 
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As of March |, cattle farmers were feeding merely 
2,227,000 head of cattle, suggesting that Korea’s beef 
production this year is expected to reach 139,500 tons, 
Yun said. 


He said imports must make up the shortfall, but the 
expected beef import volume could drop because the 
demand for pork is currently increasing while that for 
beef is declining as beef prices are rising sharply. 


The current wholesale price of beef in Korea surged 33.8 
percent to 5,243 won (about 7 U.S. dollars one dollar is 
worth about 745 won) per kilogram in comparison with 
3,918 won at the end of last year. 


A korean ox weighing 400 kilograms sells for 1,370,000 
won (about | ,839 dollars up 35.6 percent from the end of 
last year. 


The imbalance in Korea’s beef supply has becn caused 
largely by the reluctance of Korean farmers to feed cattle 
since last year when the U.S. Government began to 
pressure Korea to import American beef. 


Under U.S. Government pressure, Korea originally 
planned to import 3,000 tons of high-quality beef this 
year for use at hotels and other tourist facilities. 


Yun said the ministry will soon announce various mea- 
sures to lessen the damage facing Korean farmers caused 
by the beef imports. 


Number of Beef Cattle in ‘Sharp’ Decline 
SK100131 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] The number of beef cattle is on the sharp decline, 
resulted from the government-encouraged butchery practic- 
es, endangering the self-supply of the beef at home. 


A tally available at the Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher- 
ies Ministry showed that beef cattle numbered 2,943,000 
in 1985 but the number dropped to 2,386,000 at the end 
of 1987 and 2,227,000 as of the end of March. 


In particular, the number of cows aged over one, which 
stood at 1,353,000 in 1985, dropped to 914,000 at the 
end of March. 


The sharp decline in the number of beef cattle was 
attributed to the rampant butchering which was buoyed 
by the government measure, aimed at forestalling the 
beef cattle “price crisis,” it was analyzed. 


Ministry officials said that the ongoing declining trend is 
cornering the beef self-supporting base to the verge of 
being shattered. 
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Taking into full account the discouragement of the 
livestock farming households, the ministry works on the 
measures to stabilize the price of female calves, accord- 
ing to them. 


Under the measure, the price of female calves will not 
drop below a certain level in the first phase of the price 
stabilization measure, they said. 


Appropriate number of beef cattle is set at 2,500,000. 


In case the transaction price of the female calves aged 
four months drops below the “minimum” level, about 85 
percent of the price gap will be compensated by the 
ministry, they said. 


The minimum price level will be decided, based on the 
production cost. The ministry will receive applications 
for the compensation from farmhouses rearing 10 or less 
head of beef cattle. 


At present, the female calves aged three to four months 
are priced 386,000 won a head. The minisry’s minimum 
price level is 400,000 won a head, compared with 
450,000 won set by farmers. 


Trade Imbalance With Japan, U.S. Improves 
SK 100134 Seoul THE KOREA TIMES in English 
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[Text] The nation’s trade imbalance with its two major 
trading partners, the United States and Japan, has 
greatly been rectified this year. 


The Finance Ministry said yesterday that trade surplus 
with the United States declined to $1,185 million during 
the first two months of this year from $1,222 million a 
year earlier. 


Imports from the United States increased 52 percent 
during the cited period from a year earlier, while exports 
remained at a 22 percent increase. 


The comparable figures during the same period last year 
were 15 percent and 35 percent increases. 


In contrast, the country reduced trade deficit with Japan 
to $657 million in the January-February period from 
$804 million a year earlier. Exports increased 67 percent 
while imports grew 28 percent during the same period. 
The figures were compared to increases of 49 percent 
and 28 percent, respectively, in a year-to year growth 
during the same period of last year. 


The ministry attributed the rectification of trade imbal- 
ance with the two major trading partners to govern- 
ment’s financing of foreign exchange to importers who 
want to buy raw materials and facilities from the United 
States away from Japan. 


During the first three months of this year the govern- 
ment extended a total of $1,178 million in special 
foreign currency loans to domestic manufacturers to 
import raw materials and facilities from the United 
States, according to statistics released by the ministry. 
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The volume represents 39 percent of this year’s foreign 
currency credit ceiling of $3 billion, whose system was 
introduced last year to rectify trade imbalance with the 
two countries with current account surplus. 


Last year, the government extended $2 billion in foreign 
currency loans for the purchase of facilities and $800 
million for the purchase of raw materials from the 
United States. 


As the demand for the preferential loans is rising sharply 
amid the current business boom, the government is seeking 
ways to raise the ceiling, a ministry official said. He added 
that the $3 billion loans is expected to be exhausted in 
August or September if the current pace persists. 


During the first quarter of this year, the total credits 
extended for the purchase of facility goods reached $578 
million, 29 percent of the $2 billion ceiling. 


The extended facility loan breaks down into $135 mil- 
lion for petrochemical industry, $95 million for aviation 
industry, $94 million for machinery industry and $67 
million for textile industry. 


The total credit extended for the purchase of raw mate- 
risls and parts reached $600 million, representing 60 
percent of the $1 billion ceiling. 


Of the total credits, $274 million went to the textile 
industry and $99 million to the petrochemical industry. 
The auto industry received $86 million loan and the 
electronics industry obtained $83 million in foreign 
currency loan. 


A ministry official said that industries have demanded 
more foreign currency loans in the raw material sector as 
prices of raw materials have sharply increased at inter- 
national markets. 


Steps To Reduce Trade Deficit With Japan Noted 
SK110248 Seoul YONHAP in English 0243 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 11 (YONHAP)—South Korea plans 
to reduce its chronic trade deficit with Japan this year by 
2.3 billion U.S. dollars by partly replacing import items 
from Japan with domestically produced goods and shift- 
ing import sources to other countries, a government plan 
said Monday. 


According to the plan for rectifying the trade imbalance 
with Japan, the government plans to cut 1.5 billion 
dollars from the trade deficit by encouraging domestic 
firms to locally produce major capital goods such as 
machinery in a bid to end the heavy dependence of 
Korean firms on Japanese imports. 
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Under the plan, the government will also shift the import 
of some 800 million dollars worth of products from 
Japan to other countries. As part of this effort, South 
Korea will send high-powered buying missions to the 
United States and European countries. 


Korea’s top 100 companies, ranked in terms of their import 
volume from japan, will be encouraged to reduce their 
imports from Japan to a maximum level of 47 percent. 


Government-funded organizations whose imports from 
Japan increased last year from the previous year will be 
asked to submit quarterly reports on their import vol- 
ume from Japan and formulate a plan for the substitu- 
tion of their import sources. 


Of the total 70 million dollars worth of goods imported 
by the government last year through the office of supply, 
imports from Japan accounted for 31.9 percent, com- 
pared with 24.8 percent a year earlier. 


Customs Memorandum Initialed With Australia 
SK110221 Seoul YONHAP in English 0220 GMT 
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[Text] Seoul, April 11 (YONHAP)—South Korea and 
Australia initialed a memorandum of understanding 
Monday concerning mutual assistance between the two 
nations’ customs agencies in an effort to settle trade 
disputes between the two countries, the customs admin- 
istration said Monday. 


The memorandum of understanding, initialed here by 
Korea’s commissioner of customs administration Yi 
Tong-ho and his Australian counterpart Thomas P. 
Hayes, calls for the exchange of information for prevent- 
ing and suppressing customs crimes, as well as informa- 
tion exchanges on movements of export goods, articles 
injurious to national security, ships and airplanes and 
clearance, according to the customs administration. 


Trade volume between Korea and Australia increased to 
1.9 billion U.S. dollars last year from 1.6 billion dollars 
in 1986. Korea’s exports to Australia totaled 660 million 
dollars last year. 


Meanwhile, the customs administration said trade con- 
flicts between the two nations have intensified since 
1982 when Australia strengthened its anti-dumping con- 
trols on import goods. As of last September, three 
Korean export goods were hit by dumping charges and 
two others faced a dumping investigation by the Austra- 
lian Government. 


PRC Invites Relatives in Republic To Visit 
SK111150 Seoul YONAHP in English 0735 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] Seoul, April 11 (YONHAP)}—A 43-year-old 
South Korean livestock farmer is filled with excitement 
about an upcoming trip to China where he will meet his 
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uncle after a separation of more than 30 years. His excite- 
ment is even greater since the news broke that his uncle, 
Zhao Nanqi (pronounced Cho Nam-ki in Korean), was 
recently elected by China’s National People’s Congress as a 
member of the powerful Central Military Committee. 


The farmer, identified as Cho Hung-yon, of Chongju, North 
Chungchong Province, is to visit China next month after 
reportedly receiving an invitation from Zhao, an ethnic 
Korean. Zhao is also said to have invited his close relatives 
living in his own hometown of Chongwon, North Chung- 
chong Province, to visit China next month. 


Hung-yon and his family said they moved to Manchuria, 
north of the Korean peninsula, in 1942 in an effort to 
escape Japan’s repressive colonial rule of Korea. Hung- 
yon’s great-grandfather Tong-sik served a three-year jail 
term for his involvement in independence movements, 
including the March |, 1919, anti-Japanese uprising. 


When Korea was liberated in 1945, the Cho family 
ended up being separated into two groups. While Tong- 
sik returned to his hometown in Korea, only part of his 
family, including Hung-yon’s grandfather Yong-ku and 
Hung-yon’s father Nam-pung, moved back to their 
Korean hometown. 


When Nam-pung returned to Korea, he left six brothers 
and sisters behind in Manchuria, including Nam-ki 
(Zhao). After Korea’s liberation, the Korean peninsula 
was divided into South and Norih Korea because of 
ideological differences and it appeared that the Cho 
family members remaining in Manchuria would be 
unable to gain access to their hometown since it was 
located in South Korea. [passage omitted] 


Hung-yon said he could determine the whereabouts of 
Nam-ki and other uncles and aunts in China’s Jilin 
Province through the good offices of the Korean Red 
Cross Society and a Seoul-based vernacular daily in 
1975. He said he has hastened his efforts to bring about 
a reunion of his mother and Nam-ki so that his mother 
can see Nam-ki before her death. [passage omitted] 


Hung-yon disclosed that his Uncle Nam-ki sent an invita- 
tion letter to him through a journalist working at a newspa- 
per in China’s Heilongjiang Province. Hung-yon says he will 
leave for China next month for a month-long visit if the 
necessary matters can be cleared up. [passage omitted] 


New Economic Plan Urges Income Redistribution 
SK110847 Seoul YONHAP in English 0807 GMT 
1] Apr 88 


[By Kim Chang-hoe] 


{Text] Seoul, April 11 (YONHAP)—In what is hailed as 
a major policy shift from quantity to quality and from 
control to autonomy, South Korea has revised its 1987- 
91 economic plan calling for fairer distribution of 
income and more balanced development of its economy. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Government planners said the far greater-than-ex pected 
economic growth since last year, coupled with rising 
expectations in the private sector touched off by the 
inauguration of a new government in February, led them 
to revise the five-year economic developmenmt plan. 


The ever increasing current account surplus, which had 
already doubled the expected figure in 1987 to 9.8 billion 
U.S. dollars and is expected to surpass the target figure 
for this year by some 2 billion dollars, has resulted in 
mounting pressure for a fairer distribution of income, 
the opening of domestic markets to foreign goods and 
services, and an overall readjustment of the industrial 
structure, the planners said. 


The planners who authored the revised blueprint said 
the government will drastically streamline regulations 
which discourage free competition and restructure the 
agricultural industry in view of the declining farming 
population and the unavoidable opening of domestic 
markets to foreign products. 


They added that other key aspects of the amended plan 
include additional wage increases and a fairer distribu- 
tion of income through improved industrial productivity 
and expanded social security insurance systems. 


The revision of the five-year plan raises the projected 
average annual growth rate by | percentage point to 8.3 
percent which will boost the country’s gross national 
product to 226 billion dollars in the 1991 target year, up 
from the originally planned 175 billion dollars. 


Under the plan, the per capita GNP will reach 5,100 
dollars and the trade volume will amount to 150 billion 
dollars—76.7 billion dollars in exports and 73.3 billion 
dollars in imports. 


Despite the rosy blueprint for the country’s economic 
performance in 1991 as envisioned by the government 
planners, analysts in the private sector pointed out that 
price stability will be the most urgent matter confronting 
the government if the revised plan is to be successful. 


The analysts expressed concern that price stability might 
be jeopardized by the excessive money supply stemming 
from higher-than-expected current account surplus and 
from the upcoming parliamentary elections. 


Rising prices seemed to have stabilized temporarily last 
month when the government cut oil prices and unve.ied 
other tough policy measures, but thriving real estate 
speculation points to the importance of price stability if 
the government’s policies are to be successful. 
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The analysts fear that if the inflationary trend is left 
unchecked, it will damage the nation’s high rate of 
economic growth. 


They also expressed concern over whether the govern- 
ment can accommodate the people’s rising expectations 
in the wake of economic growth and political changes. 


NORTHEAST ASIA 


Another factor threatening the success of the revised eco- 
nomic plan is the country’s bulging current account surplus 
which invites increasing pressures from its trading partners 
who seek a wider opening of Korea’s markets. However, 
market opening poses another difficulty for some local 
industries, particularly agriculture, an area which still lacks 
sufficient competitiveness, the analysts said. 
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Brunei, Malaysia & Singapore 
Brunei 


UK Foreign Secretary Howe Pays 2-Day Visit 
BK091438 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1330 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Bandar Seri Begawan, April 9 (AFP)—British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe arrived here Sat- 
urday with a 10-man delegation for a two-day visit. 


He was met on arrival by his counterpart Prince 
Mohamed. 


Sir Geoffrey was later granted an audience by Sultan 
Hassanal Bolkiah. 


The British minister will hold talks with government 
officials on international and regional issues and meet 
the British community here. 


Holds News Conference 
BK101116 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1111 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] Bandar Seri Begawan, April 9 (AFP)—British 
Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe said Sunday he had 
discussed the possibility of Brunei joining a regional 
defence pact with Britain and four other countries with 
officials here. 


Speaking at a news confereiice at the end of a two-day 
visit, he said he had touched on the Five-Power Defence 
Arrangement (FPDA) in his talks. 


The FPDA, which groups Australia, Britain, Malaysia, 
New Zealand and Singapore, was set up in 1971 follow- 
ing Britain’s military pull-out east of Suez. 


But “it is not a question for the FPDA members to 
persuade Brunei to decide upon this matter,” Sir Geoff- 
rey said, adding that Britain would welcome any initia- 
tive from Brunei if it decided to make one. 


Sir Geoffrey said his visit was aimed at maintaining the 
close relationship between Britain and the Common- 
wealth countries in Southeast Asia. 


“The relationship between Britain, the European Com- 
munity and with ASEAN is an important political fea- 
ture of the world,” he said. 


The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) 
groups Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand. 


There was a strong recognition in the region of the 
importance of Britain’s economic resurgence and of its 
continued interest in Southeast Asia, he said. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 30 


Britain was also concerned about the expansion of its 
good relationship with Brunei especially in commercial, 
financial and educational matters, Sir Geoffrey said. 


He added that this particular visit gave him the chance to 
have a first hand impression of the value of the relation- 
ship between Britain and Brunei. 


Sir Geoffrey leaves for London later Sunday at the end of 
an eight-day tour that included visits to Malaysia and 


Singapore. 
Malaysia 


USSR’s Rogachev Continues 5-Day Visit 


Wants Closer ASEAN Ties 
BK081054 Kuala Lumpur BERNAMA in English 
0958 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] Pulau Pinang, April 8 (BERNAMA)—The Soviet 
Union hopes to establish closer trade ties with ASEAN 
member countries, its Deputy Foreign Minister Igor A. 
Rogachev said Thursday. 


ASEAN, the Association of South East Asian Nations, 
groups Brunei, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, 
Singapore and Thailand. 


Rogachev said closer trade relations would indirectly 
dispel the impression that the Soviet Union was an 
aggressive nation. 


Speaking to reporters after calling on Acting Chief Min- 
ister Khoo Kay Por here, Rogachev said this was among 
his country’s new approach to countries in this region. 


He reiterated that the Soviet Union would not establish 
a military base in this region even after American 
military personnel pulled out from the Philippines. 


The Soviet Union will also not get involved in the 
military affairs of this region, and any action will be 
merely as a mediator, according to him. 


Rogachev also said the number of Soviet military per- 
sonnel would be scaled down in certain Asian countries 
(apparently referring to Afghanistan), if the United 
States made a similar decision. 


The Soviet deputy foreign minister is in this northern 
peninsular Malaysian state for a one-day visit and will 
return to Kuala Lumpur Saturday. 


Comments on Malaysia Trade 
BK090710 Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0600 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Trade and economic relations between Malaysia 
and the Soviet Union have good prospects in the future. 
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor A. Rogachev said 
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several steps have been taken to enlarge and intensify 
economic ties with this region, especially Malaysia. He 
said the Soviet Union has adopted a new law regarding 
joint ventures with foreign countries. He hopes that this 
law will enable economic ties between the two countries 
to develop. Another step is the formation of a committee 
for specific economic cooperation with the aim of devel- 
oping trade ties. Mr Rogachev said there are some 
projects in Malaysia which have interested the Soviet 
Union. He said this at a news conference in Kuala 
Lumpur this morning. 


On the plan to train a Malaysian as a cosmonaut in the 
Soviet Union, Mr Rogachev hopes that a group of 
Malaysian experts will visit the Soviet Union to discuss 
it. He adds that the plan is to be implemented on an 
agreement basis. 


Radio Views Rogachev Visit 
BK081038 Kuala Lumpur International 
Service in English 0800 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Station commentary] 


[Text] As the week comes to a close, the Malaysian 
Government is playing host to yet another VIP, or very 
important person. The British foreign minister was here 
3 days ago. And now the Soviet deputy foreign minister, 
Mr Igor Rogachev, is here for a 5-day official visit. 
Malaysia is among a number of countries that the Soviet 
minister is visiting. 


The Malaysian Government has always welcomed 
opportunities to hold bilateral talks with top government 
leaders from different countries. In the case of the Soviet 
Union, it is too important and powerful a nation to be 
ignored. At the present juncture in particular, the Malay- 
sian prime minister, Dr Mahathir Mohamed, is said to 
consider it valuable to exchange frank views with the 
Soviet Government member. 


The future of Afghanistan is quite vital for all countries 
in the Asia-Pacific region. The fact that Mr Gorbachev 
took the decision to withdraw Soviet troops is of course 
welcomed by the Malaysian Government. But the 
Malaysian community is a little anxious over the stale- 
mate concerning an interim government in Kabul. The 
Soviet Union has a legal as much as a moral obligation to 
assist with the steady transformation of the Afghan 
nation into a modern state. At the same time, the recent 
[word indistinct] of the Muslim people in the Soviet 
region that borders on Afghanistan calls for speedy and 
diplomatic handling. Otherwise, the Soviet Union may 
experience a kind of fallout from Afghanistan within its 
own borders. 


The Malaysian foreign minister and the visiting Soviet 
deputy foreign minister will be considering this issue in 
depth. Inevitably, the Kampuchean crisis will also 
[words indistinct] in Mr Rogachev’s talks with Malay- 
sian leaders. Among the ASEAN people in government, 
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there is an understandable impatience over the Soviet 
Union’s silence over Kampuchea. The withdrawal from 
Afghanistan should logically also be matched with the 
withdrawal of Vietnamese forces from Kampuchea. It is 
the Soviet Union, more than any other power, that can 
exercise real influence and persuasion over Vietnam. It 
Ought to be able to perceive the advantages of encourag- 
ing its Vietnamese ally to give up the part of aggression 
and to cultivate the art of peace. 


Mr Gorbachev’s ideal of perestroyka, or priority to 
economic development, is a most healthy policy, and 
Malaysia is happy about this decision. But at the present 
time Kampuchea continues to be a source of uncertainty. 
There have been so for nearly 10 years following the 
Vietnamese invasion of Kampuchea. [sentence as heard] 
It would be a tremendous source of prestige for the 
Soviet Union if it could bring about genuine sovereignty 
and representative government for the Kampuchean 
people. The Kremlin is striving to win more support for 
its present policies from among the Asia-Pacific govern- 
ments. But it must do its part to activate a credible peace 
process for Kampuchea. 


Dr Mahathir Mohamed will certainly express the Malay- 
sian viewpoint very forcibly to the Soviet visitor. 


Singapore 


Prime Minister Lee To Visit U.S., Italy 
BK081500 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] Mr Lee Kuan Yew will visit the United States and 
Italy over the next 2 weeks. During his visit to the United 
States, which will be from the | 1th to the 15th of April, 
Mr Lee will meet President Reagan; the secretary of 
state, Mr George Shultz; and other senior administration 
officials. 


Accompanying Mr Lee on the trip will be Mrs Lee; the 
finance minister, Dr Richard Hu; and the minister for 
community development and second minister for for- 
eign affairs, Mr Wong Kan Seng. 


From the 16th to the 22d of April, the prime minister 
and Mrs Lee will visit Italy. During the visit, which is at 
the invitation of the Italian prime minister, Mr Lee will 
hold talks with his Italian counterpart. The senior min- 
ister, Prime Minister’s Office, Mr S. Rajaratnam, and 
the education minister, Dr Tony Tan, will accompany 
Mr Lee in Italy. 


During his absence, the first deputy prime minister, Mr 
Goh Chok Tong, will act as prime minister. 
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Departs for 5-Day U.S. Trip 
BK110931 Singapore THE SUNDAY TIMES 
in English 10 Apr 88 p 1 


[Text] Prime Minister Lee Kuan Yew left last night for a 
5-day visit to the United States beginning tomorrow. 


He is accompanied by Mrs Lee, Finance Minister Rich- 
ard Hu, Community Development and Second Foreign 
Minister Wong Kan Seng, and senior officials. 


After the U.S., Mr and Mrs Lee will fly to Italy for a 
week-long visit at the invitation of the Italian prime 
minister. 


They will be accompanied on this trip by Senior Minister 
(Prime Minister’s Office) S. Rajaratnam and Education 
Minister Tony Tan. 


During Mr Lee’s absence from today to April 23, the first 
deputy prime minister, Mr Goh Chok Tong, will act as 
prime minister. 


UK’s Howe Speaks on Soviet Influence in Asia 
BK08 1433 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1400 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] Britain wants to increase trade and investment 
with ASEAN countries. It would also like to help 
improve trade between ASEAN and the European Com- 
munity. This was disclosed by the visiting British foreign 
secretary, Sir Geoffrey Howe, at a luncheon meeting. 


He said trade was the life blood of both Britain and 
Singapore, and they must resist protectionism. Sir Geoff- 
rey also had a word of caution on the increased Soviet 
actions in Asia. He said ASEAN would be wise to 
respond to developments in the Soviet Union with a 
sense of realism, vigilance, and an open mind. Genuine 
reductions in Soviet Asian forces with the removal of 
some Soviet nuclear weapons from Asia were welcomed, 
but he said Soviet (?methods) in Afghanistan and North 
Korea did not yet inspire confidence. 


Earlier in the day Sir Geoffrey, who is on a 3-day official 
visit to the Republic, called on the prime minister at the 
Istana [Palace]. They discussed the world economy as 
well as expanding trade and investment between the two 
countries. He also held separate meetings with several 
cabinet ministers. 


Cambodia 


Bou Thang Leaves for Indochinese Army Meeting 
BK111224 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1127 
GMT I1 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April |1—A delegation of the 
General Political Department of the Ministry of 
National Defence led by Bou Thang, Politburo member 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


of the People’s Revolutionary Party of Kampuchea Cen- 
tral Committee, vice chairman of the Council of Minis- 
ters and chief of the said department, left here last 
Saturday for Vientiane (Laos) for the of [as received] the 
leaders of the General Political Departments of Armed 
Forces of Kampuchea, Vietnam and Laos. 


It was seen off at Pochentong Airport by Men Sam-an, 
Politburo member of the PRPK Central Committee and 
president of its Commission for Organization, and high- 
ranking Kampuchean officers. Lao Ambassador to Kam- 
puchea Pheli Khounlaleuk and Vietnamese Charge d’Af- 
faires to Kampuchea Nguyen Anh Kieu were also 
present. 


Heng Samrin Greets Lao Leader on Birthday 
BK110214 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 

1300 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] Comrade Heng Samrin, chairman of the PRK 
Council of State, recently sent a message of greetings to 
Comrade Phoumi Vongvichit, acting head of state of the 
LPDR, on his 79th birthday. The message noted: 


On the occasion of your 79th birthday, on behalf of the 
PRK Council of State and in my own name, I would like 
to extend best wishes to you for your good health, firm 
strength, long life, and new victories in your noble tasks. 


May the bonds of fraternal friendship, special militant 
solidarity, and all-round cooperation between the two 
parties, governments, and peoples and between the three 
countries of Cambodia, Laos, and Vietnam further 
develop firmly for the cause of peace and socialism in the 
region and the world. 


Thai Incursions for Week Ending 26 March 
BK090609 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0357 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 9 Apr (SPK)—During the week 
ending 26 March, Thai L-19’s and F-5’s violated Cam- 
bodian airspace three times above the areas of the 
Cambodia-Laos-Thailand 3-border intersection (Preah 
Vihear), O Bok (Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey), west of 
Yeang Dangkum, Phnum Chhat (Battambang), Malai 
(Banteay Meanchey), and the end of Route 56 (Pursat). 


On land, Thai artillery fired 1,000 shells daily into the 
areas of the three-border intersection, Hills 564 and 309, 
west and southwest of Ta Sanh (Battambang). 


At sea, the Thai Navy penetrated 292 times inside 
Cambodian territorial waters 12 nautical miles off Kaoh 
Kong and Kaoh Tang Islands. 
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In mopping-up operations during the same period, Cam- 
bodian border guards, in close cooperation with Viet- 
namese volunteers, put out of action 252 Cambodian 
reactionaries who infiltrated from Thailand for sabotage, 
and seized 115 assorted weapons and other military 
equipment. 


SRV Economic Cooperation Delegation Arrives 
BK080952 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0402 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh, 8 April (SPK)—A delegation of the 
Vietnamese Commission for Economic and Cultural 
Cooperation with Cambodia and Laos led by Dang Thi, 
chairman of the commission, arrived in Phnom Penh on 
Tuesday [5 April] to attend the Ninth Conference on 
Cambodia-Vietnam Economic and Cultural Coopera- 
tion. 


It was greeted upon arrival by Tang Saroem, Cambodian 
minister for economic and cultural cooperation with 
foreign countries. 


Nguyen Anh Kieu, Vietnam’s acting charge d'affaires, 
was also present. 


Soviet Economic Cooperation Committee Leaves 
BK090801 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1105 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Phnom Penh SPK April 08—A delegation of the 
State Committee of the USSR for Foreign Economic 
Relations left Phnom Penh Thursday after an eight day 
friendship visit to Kampuchea, 


During its stay in Kampuchea, the delegation was 
warm'y received by, [no name as received] vice minister 
for Economic and Cultural Cooperation With Foreign 
Countries, and exchanged views with the Kampuchean 
economic and cultural officials on a plan for the Soviet 
Union’s delivery of construction materials to Kampu- 
chea in the framework of the agreement on Kampuchea- 
USSR cooperation for 1989. 


A memo on the quantity of Soviet consiruction materials 
and equipment to be transported to Kampuchea for 
1989 was signed here on this occasion b, Ut Chorn, head 
of the Department or Cooperation with European coun- 
tries under the said ministry; and E.R. Chanderey, 
economic counsellor to the Soviet Embassy in Phnom 
Penh. 


While here, the Soviet guests also visited the ground 
satellite station in Phnom Penh, several economic estab- 
lishments in Stoeng Meanchey on the outskirt of Phnom 
Penh, and the power plant No 4. 
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Men Sam-An Receives Polish Press Delegation 
BK110808 Phnom Penh SPK in French 0406 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Texts Phnom Penh, 11 Apr (SPK)—Men Sam-An, 
member of the Political Bureau and chairman of the 
Organization Commission of the KPRP Central Com- 
mittee, received in audience in Phnom Penh on 8 April 
a delegation of the Polish daily TRYBUNA LUDU 
(PEOPLE’S FORUM) led by the paper’s editor, Jerzy 
Majka. 


Men Sam-An warmly welcomed the visit of the delega- 
tion and considered it a contribution to the consolida- 
tion of the friendly relations, solidarity, and cooperation 
between the two countries, especially between the organs 
of the two parties. 


After briefing his guests on the current situation in 
Cambodia and the goodwill of the PRK Government in 
the quest for a political solution, the Cambodian leader 
said: 


“The Cambodian people are determined to defend their 
revolutionary gains, always want to live in peace, friend- 
ship, and good neighborliness, and categorically reject 
the return to Cambodia of the genocidal Poi Pot 


regime.” 


She deeply thanked the Polish party, government, and 
people for the support accorded to the Cambodian 
people in their national defense and reconstruction 
efforts. 


In his reply, Jerzy Majka warmly praised the Cambodian 
people for their remarkable achievements, and highly 
valued the results of the Hun Sen-Sihanouk meetings in 
Paris, as well as the peace initiatives of the PRK Gov- 
ernment. He reiterated his country’s total support for the 
just cause of the Cambodian people. 


The delegation left Phnom Penh the same day after 
concluding its week-long visit to Cambodia. 


During its stay in Cambodia, the delegation signed a 
cooperation agreement for 1988-90 with PRACHEA- 
CHON, the central organ of the KPRP. 


Chea Sim Receives Compatriots From France 
BK100925 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 

0430 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] Comrade Chea Sim, member of the party Central 
Committee Political Bureau and chairman of the 
National Assembly and of the KUFNCD National 
Council, cordially received in audience at the KUFNCD 
office on the morning of 8 April a delegation of the 
Cambodian compatriots from France led by (Scadevi 
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Malirun), chairman of the the Association of the General 
Federation of Cambodian Compatriots in France, and 
made up of Mrs (So Savoeun) and other association 
members. 


Speaking on the occasion, Comrade Chea Sim extended 
a warm welcome to the Cambodian compatriots who 
visited their motherland at a time when the entire 
Cambodian people were happily celebrating the tradi- 
tional national new year and the | 3th anniversary of the 
victory over U.S. imperialism. Comrade Chea Sim 
added the great successes won in every field by the 
Cambodian people in the past 9 years reflected the joint 
efforis of all sectors and levels, and the Cambodian 
people understand more clearly the ideal and the atten- 
tion of the party and the government toward the people 
and the future of the country. 


Comrade Chea Sim stressed that all these great achieve- 
ments and changes have been closely linked with the 
considerable and effective support of fraternal socialist 
countries and also of various associations of our compa- 
triots in France. Moreover, he said the national recon- 
ciliation policy and the statement on the political solu- 
tion to the Cambodian issue were vastly encompassing 
and included a point clearly mentioning the policy 
toward the intellectuals, high personalities, and fraternal 
compatriots living abroad whom the PRK Government 
welcomes back and for whom it creates favorable condi- 
tions to return to the motherland in order to contribute 
to Cambodia’s defense and reconstruction. 


In reply, (Scadevi Malirun) deeply thanked the party and 
the government of the PRK for providing the facilities to 
enable the fraternal compatriots in France to visit their 
native land, and pledged he would strive to mobilize the 
force of solidarity so as to make an appropriate contri- 
bution to the defense and reconstruction of the Cambo- 
dian motherland, bringing rapid prosperity to it. 


Nguon Nhel Visits Hospitalized Combatants 
BK100524 Phnom Penh Domestic Service 
in Cambodian 1200 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] To mark the country’s traditional new year, a 
delegation from central services led by Comrade Nguon 
Nhel, alternate member of the Political Bureau of the 
party Central Committee and secretary of Phnom Penh 
City’s provisiunal party committee, visited and distrib- 
uted gifts to hospitalized combatants at the 1/79 hospi- 
tal. 


On this occasion, Comrade Nguon Nhel, alternate mem- 
ber of the Political Bureau of the party Central Commit- 
tee and secretary of Phnom Penh City’s provisional 
party committee, expressed profound admiration for the 
sacrifices that the combatants made for the cause of the 
motherland’s independence and the people’s happiness. 
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The comrade also affirmed [words indisiinct] to imple- 
ment well the policy for the rear battlefield concerning 
combatants’ families aimed at encouraging [words indis- 
tinct] in the task of defending the motherland [wora. 
indistinct]. 


Replying, Comrade (So Sotha), director of the 1/79 
hospital, pledged to strive to treat and look after hospi- 
talized cadres and combatants so that they recover 
quickly, return to their units, and continue implement- 
ing the tasks assigned by the party and people. 


Anti-SRV Activities for March Summarized 
BK090359 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Station commentary: “In March, the Movement of 
Cambodian Soldiers Deserting and Revolting Against 
the Vietnamese Enemy Became More Vigorous”’] 


[Text] Currently, the movement of Cambodian soldiers 
defecting from the Vietnamese and joining the DK 
National Army and deserting home is becoming more 
vigorous throughout the country, both in the interior and 
along the border in western Cambodia. 


In March, 862 patriotic Cambodian soldiers successively 
deserted their ranks; the majority of them joined the DK 
National Army. They had deserted in groups, in sections, 
and in units. In some units, both officers and their 
subordinates joined our National Army, bringing along 
all their weapons. For example, on 9 and 10 March 32 
patriotic Cambodian soldiers from the 92d Division 
stationed at O Samre! and the Banteay Daeum Svay 
position on the Peam Ta battlefield [Pursat Province] 
joined our National Army with all their guns and hand- 
grenades. On 16 March, a 34-member company of Cam- 
bodian soldiers led by company commander (Prum 
Heng) and platoon commander (Heng Samret) from the 
13th Company of the 92d Division stationed on a hill 
west of Peam Ta on the Peam Ta battlefield joined our 
National Army with all their weapons. On 23 and 24 
March, 61 patriotic Cambodian soldiers from the 287th 
Battalion of the 92d Division stationed on Hill 461 
below O Angkam on the Peam Ta battlefield defected to 
our National Army with their weapons. 


On 18 March, 86 compatriot Cambodian soldiers from 
the 14th Battalion stationed in Cheung Prey District, 
Kompong Cham Province, deserted the Vietnamese 
enemy for home. Also on the same day, 18 March, 46 
other patriotic Cambodian soldiers stationed in Anlung 
Chrey and Stoeng Chpoul villages in Phdau Chum 
commune, Cheung Prey District, fled home. From |! to 
17 March, 200 compatriot Cambodian soldiers from the 
92d Division stationed on the Peam Ta battlefield 
deserted for home, and so on. 


These numerous desertions have further shaken and 
shattered the puppet forces the Vietnamese enemy has 
made efforts to set up to serve its war of aggression in 
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Cambodia. For instance, in the 92d Division stationed 
on the Peam Ta battlefield, only 3 or 4 soldiers are left in 
each platoon and only about 50 in each regiment. This 
92d Division is almost depleted. 


Apart from these desertions, the movement to revolt 
against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors is also becom- 
ing more vigorous On every battlefield. For example, on 
8 March compatriot Cambodian soldiers stationed in 
Phsa Leu in Siem Reap provincial town lobbed handgre- 
nades at Vietnamese soldiers, killing or wounding 11. On 
9 March, compatriot Cambodian soldiers posted in 
Kompong Trach District, Kampot Province, mutinied 
and killed three Vietnamese soldiers and wounded 
another. On 29 March, compatriot Cambodian soldiers 
posted in Peam Chikang market [Kompong Cham Prov- 
ince] revolted, killing nine Vietnamese soldiers and 
wounding another. On 23 March, compatriot Cambo- 
dian soldiers stationed in Khnao commune position in 
Kompong Cham Province lobbed handgrenades at Viet- 
namese soldiers at a meeting, killing or wounding 12, 
and so on. 


So, the movement of Cambodian soldiers deserting and 
revolting against the Vietnamese eneiny in March is 
getting more vigorous both inside the country and along 
the border. The reason is because compatriot Cambo- 
dian soldiers have more clearly realized the great crimes 
to exterminate the Cambodian race of the Vietnamese 
enemy aggressors. They are increasingly furious with the 
Vietnamese enemy. As Cambodians, they all pledged not 
to let the Vietnamese enemy use them as tools to serve 
the war of aggression to exterminate the Cambodian 
race. They pledge to join the DK National Army in the 
Struggle against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors to 
liberate the Cambodian nation and race. Another reason 
is because our National Army has been actively imple- 
menting our 5-point and 7-point fighting methods. This 
has provided compatriot Cambodian soldiers, who are 
constantly angry with the Vietnamese enemy, with sup- 
port and encouraged them to revolt and desert the 
Vietnamese enemy in increasing numbers. So, the Viet- 
namese not only cannot set up a puppet army to fight a 
war of aggression and race extermination in Cambodia 
on behalf of the Vietnamese army, but are also faced 
with vigorous revolts and defections of Cambodian 
soldiers who have been forced to serve the Vietnamese. 
This is an important factor showing that the Hanoi 
Vietnamese war of aggression and extermination of the 
Cambodian race in an attempt to annex Cambodia as 
— territory is heading down toward final 
defeat. 


Battalion Said To Surrender to ‘National Army’ 

RK110206 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 

of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
10 Apr 88 


[Text] On 3 April 1988, our National Army encircled 
three Vietnamese positions on the Peam Ta battlefield 
[Pursat Province]. Upon learning that all those occupy- 
ing the three positions were fraternal Cambodian sol- 
diers, our national army, speaking through loudspeakers, 
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called on the fraternal Cambodian soldiers to lay down 
their weapons, not to fire at and kill their own fellow 
Cambodians, and to join our National Army in the fight 
against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors. A while later, 
the fraternal Cambodian soldiers in the 4th battalion of 
the 92d Brigade stationed in these three positions, hav- 
ing grasped our national army's policy that Cambodians 
must not fight against fellow Cambodians and that 
Cambodians must jointly fight against the Vietnamese 
enemy aggressors, laid down their weapons and surren- 
dered willingly to our national army. 


Our National Army was able to liberate these three 
Vietnamese positions without firing a shot and freed a 
total of 39 fraternal Cambodian soldiers from the evil 
claws of the Vietnamese enemy aggressors and from 
dying as Vietnamese puppets. 


All the fraternal Cambodian soldiers were very happy to 
see that our national army had correctly and splendidly 
implemented this policy of Cambodians not fighting 
against fellow Cambodians and Cambodians jointly 
fighting against the Vietnamese enemy aggressors. 


They pledged to pool all their strength and join with our 
National Army of Democratic Kampuchea in the strug- 
gle to fight and drive all the Vietnamese enemy aggres- 
sors out of Cambodia in order to liberate their home- 
towns, villages, their parents and relatives, and all of 
Cambodia from all misery and suffering. 


Report on Attack of Siem Reap Positions 
BK090148 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2515 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


{Text} On 4 April, our National Army attacked and 
dismantled Vietnamese adminisirative networks in Lvea 
Krang commune and attacked Vietnamese positions 
defending Varin district seat in Siem Reap Province. 


We killed or wounded a number of Vietnamese enemy 
soldiers and destroyed 10 assorted weapons, including 
an 82-mm mortar, a DK-82 gun, a 60-mm mortar, 5 
AK’s, and 2 AR-15’s, a paddy stock, a rice stock, and 
some war materiel. We seized 66 assorted weapons, 
including a 60-mm mortar, 5 RPK’s, 45 AK’s, 5 SKS 
rifles, 4 RPD’s, 2 B-40’s, 2 B-41"s, an AR-15, a pistol, 30 
cases of AK ammunition, 70 B-40 and B-41 rockets, 20 
DK-82 shells, 15 60-mm mortar shells, 2,500 rounds of 
Goryunov machine gun ammunition, 10 hand grenades, 
55 rucksacks, 10 hammocks, 20 pairs of shoes, 3 maps, 
and some war materiel. 


Eight Pursat SRV Positions Reportedly Attacked 
BK090138 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] On 4 April, our National Army attacked and 
destroyed eight Vietnamese company positions in Tra- 
cheak Chet area on Leach Khang Lech battlefield [Pursat 
Province]. 
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We killed 13 Vietnamese enemy soldiers on the spot and 
wounded |2 others; destroyed some weapons, ammuni- 
tion, and war materiel; and seized 30 assorted weapons, 
including 6 B-40’s and B-41’s, 23 AK’s, a pistol, 20 cases 
of AK ammunition, 100 B-40 and B-41 rockets, 100 
82-mm mortar shells, 3 gas masks, 10 sacks of rice, 2 
maps, 40 rucksacks, and other materiel. We freed 39 
compatriot Cambodian soldiers. 


10 Positions Attacked 5 April 
BK 100122 (Clandestine) Voice of the National Army 
of Democratic Kampuchea in Cambodian 2315 
GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] On 5 April, our National Army attacked and 
destroyed 10 Vietnamese positions in Chamka Thkov 
area on the Leach Khang Lech battlefield. These 
included a battalion, two company, three platoon, and 
four group positions. We killed 10 Vietnamese soldiers 
on the spot, wounded !7 others, and destroyed 150 large 
watch towers. We seized 14 assorted weapons, including 
1 14.5-mm heavy machine gun, | B-40 rocket launcher, 
12 AK’s, | telephone, 4,000 meters of telephone wire, 
100 B-40 and B-41 rockets, 300 82-mm mortar shells, 
700 mines, 20 sacks of rice, and some war materiel. 


Indian Involvement in Afghan War Questioned 
BK 100134 (Clandestine) Voice of Democratic 
Kampuchea in Cambodian 2330 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] The AFGHAN PRESS AGENCY on 7 April 
reported that on 27 March, Afghan guerrillas shot down 
a Soviet-made aircraft piloted by an Indian national. 
This plane was shot down near (Khowst Bay) town while 
bombing the guerrillas’ bases. The news agency says the 
Indian pilot, named (Ban Walki), was taken prisoner by 
the guerrillas when he parachuted to the ground. All the 
people inside the plane were killed. 


This report makes people very suspicious of India’s 
involvement in the war in Afghanistan. India is a coun- 
try receiving modern weaponry, aircraft, and military 
equipment from the Soviet Union and India is an active 
supporter of Soviet aggressive and expansionist policy in 
Asia, particularly in Afghanistan and Cambodia. India 
has diplomatic relations and frequent exchanges with the 
Soviet puppet regime in Kabul and is the only country 
outside the Warsaw Pact that recognizes the Vietnamese 
puppet regime in Phnom Penh. 


The above report is in accordance with India’s policy in 
the past. 


Briefs 

Educational Cooperation Meeting 
Phnom Penh SPK April 4—A meeting among the three 
Indochinese countries’ specialists on educational coop- 


eration took place in Phnom Penh from March 26-31. 
The Kampuchean expert group was headed by Chhay 
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Kim, chief of the Department of General Education and 
Kindergartens of the Ministry of Education; the Viet- 
namese group by Vu Van Tao, deputy-director of the 
Institute of Research for Higher Education and Voca- 
tional Training; and the Lao group by Souvanthong 
Boutsanai, chief of the Administration Department of 
the Laos’ Ministry of Education. The meeting reviewed 
the cooperation among the three Indochinese countries 
during the past years and decided a program of action for 
educational cooperation in the years ahead. It also 
discussed the work of training and the improvement of 
the educational managenient and measures to be taken 
for the enhancement of general education. The partici- 
pants agreed to make better use of the tripartite cooper- 
ation and mutual assistance to develop the higher and 
post-university education in each country. [Text] 
[BK051140 Phnom Penh SPK in English 1117 GMT 4 
Apr 88} 


Returnees in Kompong Cham 


Phnom Penh SPK April 5—In the first quarter of this 
year, 40 people intoxicated by the enemy propaganda 
broke with the enemy rank and reported themselves to 
the revolutionary authorities in Memot District, Kom- 
pong Cham Province, 150 km northeast of Phnom Penh. 
The returnees brought along eight assorted guns and a 
quantity of war materials. They have been given full 
right of citizenship and necessities to embark on a new 
life with their families. [Text] [BKO5/305 Phnom Penh 
SPK in English 1116 GMT 5 Apr 88] 


Angkor Thom Military Activities 


In their recent activities, armed forces in Angkor Thom 
District, Siem Reap-Oddar Meanchey Province, in coop- 
eration with local militiamen, killed 62 enemy soldiers 
and wounded 77 others; 22 were taken prisoners and 93 
weapons and other war materiel were also seized. [Sum- 
mary] [| BK040930 Phnom Penh Domestic Service in 
Cambodian 0430 GMT 4 Apr 88} 


Indonesia 
Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Rogachev Visits 


Supports Cambodian Talks 
BK101235 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] The Soviet Union has reaffirmed its support for 
an informal meeting to achieve a just and comprehensive 
solution to the Cambodian crisis. Soviet Deputy Foreign 
Minister Igor Rogachev reaffirmed the support upon 
arrival in Jakarta this afternoon to attend the 44th 
ESCAP annual meeting. 


According to Igor Rogachev, an informal meeting as 
agreed upon during the talks between Indonesia and 
Vietnam last year is very important to enable the Cam- 
bodian issue to be settled immediately without the 
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interference of other parties, which intend to take this 
opportunity. In addition, the Soviet deputy foreign min- 
ister stressed the importance of the resumption of stalled 
dialogue between Cambodian resistance leader Sihanouk 
and Cambodian Prime Minister Hun Sen. 


Igor Rogachev earlier visited Kuala Lumpur and will 
continue his trip to Bangkok, Thailand from Indonesia. 


Rules Out Moscow Role in Talks 
BK090634 Hong Kong AFP in English 0603 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Kuala Lumpur, April 9 (AFP)}—A senior Soviet 
official urged Prince Norodom Sihanouk Saturday to 
resume talks with Phnom Penh Prime Minister Hun Sen 
but criticised the Cambodian resistance leader for 
attempting to open talks with Vietnam instead. 


Soviet Deputy Foreign Minister Igor Rogachev said 
Prince Sihanouk’s decision to call off a third round of 
talks with Mr. Hun Sen “shouldn’t be dramatised,” 
because “we know the changeable nature of the prince.” 


Mr. Rogachev, here on a four-day visit, told newsmen 
that Prince Sihanouk, who heads an anti-Vietnamese 
coalition, should stop questioning Mr. Hun Sen’s creden- 
tials for participating in talks to end the Cambodia 
conflict. 


“His argument is that Hun Sen is not independent. But 
is Sihanouk independent enough? Who does he represent 
when he argues Hun Sen should be represented by 
Vietnam?” Mr. Rogachev said. 


Mr. Rogachev said the Sihanouk-Hun Sen talks could be 
useful although Moscow believed the peace process 
could be better served by direct discussions between 
China and Vietnam. He ruled out any role for Moscow in 
the talks. 


China is the principal supplier of weapons to Prince 
Sihanouk’s tripartite coalition while Vietnam has some 
140,000 troops in Cambodia which Hanoi says it will 
withdraw by 1990. 


“As far as we are concerned we will do our best to 
facilitate the finding of a solution mutually acceptable to 
all sides,” said Mr. Rogachev who visited the three 
Indochina countries, the Philippines and Singapore 
before coming here. 


The Soviet diplomat said Moscow believed that a formula 
worked out last year between Indonesia and Vietnam could 
serve as the basis for a settlement in Cambodia. 


That plan calls for talks in two stages—first between the 
warring Cambodian factions followed immediately by an 
enlarged meeting in which all concerned parties, includ- 
ing Vietnam, would take part. 
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Mr. Rogachev also said he hoped the agreement on 
Afghanistan announced in Geneva Friday would help 
inspire resolution of ‘“‘other regional conflicts including 
Cambodia.” 


Foreign Minister Meets With PRC’s Liu Shuqing 
BK090842 Jakarta International Service in English 
0800 GMT 9 Apr 


[Text] The Deputy Foreign Minister of the People’s 
Republic of China Liu Shuqing, who arrived in Jakarta 
last Thursday to attend the 44th Conference of the 
Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the 
Pacific scheduled to be opened on 1! April in Jakarta, 
today paid a courtesy call on Indonesian Foreign Minis- 
ter Ali Alatas. 


The diplomatic ties between the PRC and Indonesia 
were broken in 1966 in the wake of the abortive com- 
munist attempt in 1965. The two countries, however, 
maintain a direct trade since a few years ago. 


The ESCAP conference, meanwhile, is to be officially 
opened by President Suharto at Senayan Convention 
Hall, Jakarta, on Monday. More than 300 ministers and 
senior officials from ESCAP’s 47 members and associate 
member governments are expected to attend the session 
which will be held in Jakarta. 


Further on Meeting 
BK091535 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1500 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Indonesia will make efforts to persuade ESCAP 
member countries, including the PRC, to agree to a 
planned action, which will hopefully be produced in the 
coming ESCAP meeting. 


Foreign Minister Ali Alatas said this in his meeting with 
PRC Deputy Foreign Minister Liu Shuqing in Jakarta 
today. During the 2-hour meeting, Ali Alatas stressed the 
importance of the basic theme of the ESCAP meeting, 
namely human resources development, which is based 
on the efforts to enhance the mastery of science and 
technology as well as the quality of life. 


The PRC deputy foreign minister said the PRC would do 
its best to give its contribution toward the success of the 
annual ESCAP meeting by increasing cooperation 
among developing countries. 


Suharto, Ceausescu Hold Talks in Jakarta 
BK081349 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1200 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Excerpts] Visiting Romanian President Nicolae Ceau- 
sescu and Mrs Elena Ceausescu are to attend a state 
banquet at the State Palace this evening. Our correspon- 
dent Sukarno Marno reports: 
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[Begin recording] [Marno] The visiting Romanian pres- 
ident and Mrs Ceausescu are scheduled to attend a state 
dinner banquet at 1930 West Indonesian Time this 
evening. [passage omitted] 


Earlier, at 1500 West Indonesian Time, President 
Suharto held talks with Romanian President Ceausescu 
at the Merdeka Palace, while the ministers of the two 
countries held separate talks at the state guest house. The 
meeting, which lasted | and 1/2 hours, was useful, 
according to Minister State Secretary Murdiono: 


{[Murdiono] In the political field, the two heads of state 
share many points of agreement, namely, both adhere to 
the principle of respecting others’ sovereignty and nonin- 
terference in others’ internal affairs. The two countries 
are also determined to develop constructive cooperation. 
The two heads of state have agreed to enhance bilateral 
cooperation for the creation of a more peaceful and 
progressive world. [sentence indistinct] Despite the 
recent reduction of strategic weapons, the two heads of 
state believe that this must be followed by a reduction of 
conventional weapons as well because [words indistinct] 
so the funds will be more beneficial for (?economic) 
development. [sentence indistinct] [end recording] 


Suharto Hosts Banquet 
BK08 1536 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
1500 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] President Suharto says both Indonesia and Roma- 
nia have their own character in pursuing their foreign 
policies. The two countries are unruffled by external 
enticement, pressures, or temptations and instead make 
consistent efforts to realize true peace, progress, and 
justice for all nations. 


The head of state made the remarks at Jakarta’s State 
Palace this evening at a state banquet in honor of the 
visiting Romanian president and Mrs Ceausescu. The 
president stressed the need to pursue such a foreign 
policy in response to global challenges, which are still 
characterized by physical conflicts. Touching on the 
arms race between the superpowers, the president reit- 
erated Indonesia’s call on those superpowers to stop such 
a race. President Suharto hailed the recent accord on the 
abolition of intermediate nuclear missiles between the 
United States and the Soviet Union as giving a new hope 
toward total disarmament. In his speech, President 
Suharto also discussed the implementation of national 
development. 


In his speech, Romanian President Ceausescu noted that 
there are encouraging signs in the efforts toward disar- 
mament. He described as a progressive step the U.S.- 
USSR nuclear accord even though it was only a small 
step forward. The Romanian president called on the two 
superpowers to take further actions for the total aboli- 
tion of nuclear weapons. 
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This evening’s state banquet was also attended by Mrs 
Suharto, the vice president and Mrs Sudharmono, and 
high-ranking officials from the two countries. 


Two Presidents Discuss PRC 
BK111149 Jakarta International Service in English 
0800 GMT 11 Apr 88 


[Text] [Passage indistinct] President Ceausescu, who 
planned to visit China soon, asked President Suharto on 
the relations between Indonesia and China (?which 
were) frozen in 1967 following an abortive communist 
coup. President Suharto explained to his guest that the 
normalization of diplomatic relations between Indonesia 
and China depends on China’s attitude itself. In this 
case, Indonesia demands a guarantee from Chinese side 
not to interfere in Indonesia’s internal affairs. 


Since the frozen diplomatic ties between Indonesia and 
China in 1967, Romania has been asked by China to 
handle its affairs in Indonesia. Indonesia on the other 
hand has asked the Netherlands to perform similar tasks 
in China. 


Diplomatic Relations Instituted With Nicaragua 
BK110735 Jakarta Domestic Service in Indonesian 
0700 GMT 11 Apr 88 


[Text] As of today, the Republic of Indonesia and 
Nicaragua have officially established diplomatic rela- 
tions at ambassadorial level with the accreditation of 
their respective nonresident ambassadors. 


According to a press release by the Department of 
Foreign Affairs in Jakarta, the joint communique 
released simultaneously in Jakarta and Managua states 
that the two countries have established diplomatic rela- 
tions because they want to promote friendly relations. 
The establishment of diplomatic relations is also aimed 
at developing cooperation between the two countries in 
accordance with the goals and principles of the UN 
Charter and the basic norms governing the Nonaligned 
Movement—the principles of equality, mutual respect, 
and noninterference in each other’s internal affairs. 


Government Decides Not To Import Rice 
BK091329 Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 
6 Apr 88 pp I, 16 


[Excerpts] Jakarta, KOMPAS—The government will 
definitely not import rice this year. “This is the govern- 
ment’s decision,” said Agriculture Minister Wardoyo to 
newsmen at the State Palace on Tuesday [5 April}. 


He admitted that the country’s current rice stock at the 
disposal of Bulog [Logistics Board] stood at about 
760,000 metric tons only, far below the iron stock 
[preceding two words in English] of | million metric 
tons, which enables the country to cope with unexpected 
emergency situation. However, the minister pointed out 
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that the government will be able to cope with the 
shortfall because this year’s rice production is projected 
to reach 28 million metric tons. [passage omitted] 


The minister also noted that Indonesia still has an 
overseas rice stock of about 315,000 metric tons, namely 
those on loan to Vietnam and the Philippines. The two 
countries are expected to return about 170,000 metric 
tons to Indonesia this year. 


Wardoyo added that this year’s corn production will be 
much better than last year with an increase of around 8 
percent to reach the amount of 6 million metric tons. 
Soybean production is also expected to increase. 


When asked to comment on the U.S. agricultural report 
to the effect that Indonesia should import 500,000 
metric tons of rice this year, Wardoyo, speaking in a 
high-pitched tone, said: ““We make our own decision. We 
are not dictated to by others.” [passage omitted] 


Laos 


Remarks by Thai ‘Diplomatic Chief’ Criticized 
BK090539 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Unattributed “article”: “Equal Practices and Mutual 
Respect Are Considered Good Manners in Relations 
Between Civilized Countries”) 


[Text] According to international practices, good rela- 
tions between individuals, groups, or countries must be 
maintained on the basis of equality and mutual respect. 
As for the two peoples of Laos and Thailand in particu- 
lar, they have maintained an identity in customary 
practices and good ethics that has been praised and 
hailed by friendly countries throughout the world. 


But it is surprising that since 18 March 1988, the last day 
of the second round of talks between the Lao and Thai 
government delegations, certain Thai officials have 
expressed views in an irresponsible manner. They have 
spoken in ways that disparage and hurt the feelings of the 
Lao people and nation, completely disregarding the role of 
diplomats and negotiators. On 28 March, two high-rank- 
ing Thai officials—one is the diplomatic chief and the 
other is the international military and political affairs 
coordinator—said in their interviews with THAI RAT 
reporters: We do not care whether or not Laos responds to 
Thai proposals in connection with the border talks, we do 
not regard this as a major issue, and Thailand does not 
lose anything whether or not the Lao [delegation] comes. 
We are also not interested in such a poor country. Why 
should we be interested in trading with Laos, which is a 
small country with a population totaling only something 
more than 3 million? Why should we care about such a 
poor country like Laos where we can have only 3 million 
customers? Just forget it. 
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If the THAI RAT reporters were not drunk and did not 
hear those words incorrectly, it can then be considered 
that those words are not expressions of the Thai people, 
because the Thai are known as people with good man- 
ners and good ethics who have never exalted themselves 
and scorned others and have never looked down upon 
other people. On the contrary, the Thai people are 
tender, generous, and kind to their fellow men. 


With regard to the charges that the Lao side has failed to 
give replies to the Thai side on the proposals concerning 
the border talks, the fact is that the Lao Foreign Affairs 
Ministry on 23 March handed over an official letter to 
His Excellency Niran Phanuphong, Thai ambassador to 
Laos, and the spokesman of the Thai Foreign Affairs 
Ministry himself also issued an official statement on it 
on 25 March—4 days before the Thai diplomatic chief 
gave the said interview. The reason why the Thai diplo- 
matic chief did not know about this matter might be that 
the Thai Foreign Affairs Ministry official did not report 
the matter to him at that time, seeing that he was not in 
a normal state. 


Regarding the words disparaging the Lao people and 
nation, let the fraternal Thai people who in particular 
have the same blood as the Lao take into consideration 
and see for themselves if such words as these should be 
expressed by a superior who is in charge of national 
affairs. It is true that the Lao people, at home or abroad, 
are poor, but they always show good manners and 
practice good ethics. 


The views expressed by the two persons clearly show that 
a number of bad elements in Thailand are concentrating 
on destroying the peace bred by the Thai prime minister 
and the chairman of the LPDR Council of Ministers 
together with the Lao and Thai military delegations. This 
group of bad elements wants to create hostility between 
the two nations and peoples of Laos and Thailand and to 
create tension in the region. Therefore, there is a prob- 
ability that the third round of talks will face more 
difficulties and confusions, because it is already opposed 
by persons at the policy-making level. Nevertheless, a 
peaceful settlement of a problem through talks conforms 
not only with the requirements of the present era, but 
also completely conforms with the earnest aspirations of 
the Lao and Thai peoples who have always wanted to see 
the problem in Lao-Thai relations settled peacefully in 
accordance with the spirit and contents of the Lao-Thai 
joint communiques of 1979. 


To respond to the said earnest aspirations of the two 
peoples of Laos and Thailand, a delegation of the LPDR 
Government is ready to go to Bangkok at any time to 
hold further talks with the Thai side to seek means to 
settle the remaining problems between the two countries 
on the basis of equality and mutual respect in accordance 
with the principles of relations between civilized coun- 
tries as stipulated in the official letter handed over to the 
Thai ambassador to the LPDR by the Third Department 
of the LPDR Foreign Affairs Ministry in Vientiane on 23 
March this year. 
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Indochinese Planning Conference Opens 


PRK Planning Minister Arrives 
BK101332 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
0000 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] A PRK state planning delegation led by Planning - 


Minister Chea Chanto arrived in Vientiane on the after- 
noon of 8 April to attend the third conference on 
planning coordination of the three nations of Laos, 
Vietnam, and Cambodia. The conference will be held in 
Vientiane soon. 


The PRK delegation was met on its arrival at Wattai 
Airport by Sali Vongkhamsao, vice chairman of the 
Council of Ministers and chairman of the State Planning 
Committee; vice chairmen of the State Planning Com- 
mittee; and many concerned high-ranking cadres. Li 
Hach, charge d’affaires ad interim of the PRK Embassy 
in Laos, was also on hand to welcome the delegation at 
the airport. 


SRV’s Dong Sy Nguyen Arrives 
BK111050 Vientiane KPL in English 0918 GMT 11 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 11 (KPL)}—Dong Sy Nguyen, 
Politburo member of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of Vietnam, vice-chairman of the 
Council of Ministers of the Socialist Republic of Viet- 
nam arrived here yesterday on a friendly visit to the Lao 
People’s Democratic Republic and to attend the 3rd 
session for coordinated planning among Laos, Vietnam 
and Kampuchea due to be held here today. 


His visit to Laos was in response to the invitation of Sali 
Vongkhamsao, Politburo member of the Lao People’s 
Revolutionary Party Central Committee, vice-chairman 
of the Council of Ministers of the LPDR, chairman of 
the State Planning Committee. 


Another Vietnamese delegation led by Dau Ngoc Xuan, 
member of the CPV CC, chairman of the State Planning 
Committee of the SRV arrived here on April 9, 1988 to 
attend the session. 


Meeting the delegations at the airport were Sali Vongk- 
hamsao and other officials. 


Nguyen Xuan, extraordinary and _ plenipotentiary 
ambassador of the SRV to Laos was also present. 


Sali Vongkhamsao Speaks 
BK111048 Vientiane KPL in English 
0923 GMT I1 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 11 (KPL)}—The 3rd session for 
coordinated planning among Laos-Vietnam-Kampuchea 
was open here today. 
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Addressing the inaugural speech [as received], Sali 
Vongkhamsao, party Politburo member, vice-chairman 
of the Council of Ministers and chairman of the State 
Planning Committee of Laos highly valued the meeting 
being held during the profound restructuring efforts 
taken place in the three Indochinese countries. 


The Lao vice-chairman of the Council of Ministers also 
spoke of the situation in Southeast Asia which is in 
favour of the three Indochinese countries. He also voiced 
his support for the Kampuchean policy of national 
reconciliation. He also supported the sound proposal by 
the SRV demanding China to end its military action 
withdrawing its warships from the Truong Sa [Spratly] 
and Hoang Sa [Paracel] Archipelagoes, and thereupon 
coming to negotiation table with Vietnam as soon as 


possible. 


The LPDR, he went on, will do its utmost to settle the 
conflict with Thailand by means of talks in accordance 
with the principles stipulated in 1979 Lao-Thai joint 
communiques. 


Sali Vongkhamsao said in face of action carried out by 
imperialists and reactionaries, the three Indochinese 
countries need to consolidate their militant solidarity 
and all-round cooperation, on the one hand, and expand 
the economic co-operation on the basis of respect for 
independence, sovereignty of each other and mutual 
interests, on the other. 


The one-day conference is filled with an atmosphere of 
fraternal friendship and mutual understanding. Follow- 
ing the conference, Lao authority will separately work on 
bilateral relations with Vietnam and Kampuchea. 


Sali Vongkhamsao, Politburo member of the Lao Peo- 
ple’s Revolutionary Party Central Committee, vice- 
chairman of the Council! of Ministers of the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic, chairman of the State Planning 
Committee, heads the Lao delegation in the session. The 
Vietnamese delegation includes Dong Sy Nguyen, Polit- 
buro member of the Communist Party of Vietnam 
Central Committee, vice-chairman of the Council of 
Ministers of the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, Dau 
Ngoc Xuan, member of the CPV CC, chairman of the 
State Planning Committee of the SRV. Chea Chanto, 
minister of planning of the People’s Republic of Kam- 
puchea leads the Kampuchean delegation in the session. 


Nguyen Xuan, ambassador of the SRV to Laos and Li 
Hach, charge d’affaires a.i. of the PRK Embassy to Laos 
also attended the conference. 


PRK Group Arrives for 3-Nation Army Meeting 
BK100829 Vientiane Domestic Service in Lao 
1200 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Bou Thang, Political Bureau member of the 
KPRP Central Committee, vice chairman of the PRK 
Council of Ministers, and chief of the KPRAF General 
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Political Department, and a delegation led by him 
arrived in Vientiane this morning for a friendship visit 
to the LPDR and to attend a conference of the Army 
General Political Departments of the three Indochinese 
countries. The conference will be held in Vientiane 
10-12 April. 


Leaders Receive Soviet Awards of Distinction 
BK091212 Vientiane KPL in English 
0910 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 9 (KPL)—Lao leaders were 
awarded here with Soviet insignias of distinction on 
April 8, in recognition of their endeavours for consoli- 
dating the two countries’ relations. The occasion was to 
mark the 70th anniversary of the founding of Soviet 
Armed Forces. 


The recipients were General Secretary Kaysone Phom- 
vihan, Political Bureau members of the Lao PRP CC, 
Nouhak Phoumsavan, Souphanouvong, Phoumi Vong- 
vichit, Khamtai Siphandon, Phoun Sipaseut, Sisomphon 
Lovansai, Sisavat Keobounphan, Sali Vongkhamsao, 
Maichantan Sengmani, Saman Vi-gnaket, alternate- 
members Choummali Sa-gnason, Oudom Khatti-gna 
and party CC Secretary Somlat Chanthamat. 


On behalf of the CPSU CC, the Presidium of the 
Supreme Soviet and Governmeni of the USSR, Yuriy 
Mikheyev, ambassador of the Soviet Union to Laos, 
highly valued the Lao leaders’ contribution and pre- 
sented them with the insignias. 


Speaking on behalf of the Politburo members and Sec- 
retariat of the Lao Party Central Committee, Saman 
Vi-gnaket voiced his opinion on the imminent develop- 
ment of the Soviet Armed Forces’ modern armed forces, 
a bastion for the defence of peace and socialism. 


“The Lao people and Armed Forces are proud of the 
Soviet people and Army. The fine exploits of Soviet 
rank-and-file were great encouragement for the Lao 
people and Army as they were engaged in the struggle for 
national salvation in the past and now are defending and 
building socialism in the country,” emphasized Saman 
Vi-gnaket. 


On behalf of the Lao party, Government, Army and 
people of all ethnicities, he expressed sincere gratitude to 
the CPSU CC, Government, the Armed Forces and 
fraternal people of the Soviet Union for their great and 
effective help to the Lao revolutionary cause. 


Kaysone Phomvihan Meets New Nicaraguan Envoy 
BK091050 Vientiane KPL in English 
0910 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 9 (KPL)}—Kaysone Phomvihan, 
chairman of the Council of Ministers of the Lao People’s 
Democratic Republic received here yesterday Mrs Olga 
Aviles Lopez, the new ambassadress of the Republic of 
Nicaragua to Laos. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


At the meeting filled with cordiality and fraternal friend- 
ship, the Lao chairman of the Council of Ministers 
discussed with his Nicaraguan guest the questions of 
consolidation of relations and the raising of efficiency in 
cooperation between the two countries. Regional and 
international issues were also raised at the talk. 


Kaysone Phomvihan welcomed the new ambassadress 
and wished her success in her mission in consolidating 
the long-standing cooperation ties between the two coun- 
tries and peoples. 


Thongvin Phomvihan, member of the LPRP CC, first 
secretary of the Lao People’s Revolutionary Youth 
Union Central Committee on the same day received Mrs 
Olga Aviles Lopez. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Receives New Canadian Envoy 
BK091042 Vientiane KPL in English 
0900 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 9 (KPL)}—Phoumi Vongvichit, 
acting-president of the Lao PDR, on April 8 received 
here the new Canadian Ambassador to Laos Lawrence 
A.H. Smith who presented his credentials to the Govern- 
ment of the Lao PDR. 


The Canadian chancellery is in Bangkok, Thailand. 


Questions aimed at strengthening relations of friendship 
and cooperation between Laos and Canada were dis- 
cussed at the meeting. 


Phoumi Vongvichit welcomed the ambassador and 
hoped that he will be successful in fulfilling his mission 
for the interests of the two countries as well as for the 
benefits of regional, and world peace and stability. 


Phoumi Vongvichit Receives WHO Insignia 
BK 100839 Vientiane KPL in English 
0915 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 9 (OANA-KPL)—Phoumi Vong- 
vichit, acting-president of the Lao PDR was awarded 
here on April 8 with WHO's insignia. 


The insignia was presented to the Lao acting-president 
by Ziaul Islam, WHO’s representative to Laos on the 
occasion of WHO’s 40th anniversary. 


Following the presentation of insignia, questions on the 
development of health system in the country, and 
strengthening of bilateral cooperation between WHO 
and Laos were discussed. 


Phoumi Vongvichit, on this occasion, thanked WHO for 
its constant help to Laos. 
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Thai Buddhist Delegation Ends 9-Dey Visit: 
BK081006 Vientiane KPL in English 
0908 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] Vientiane, April 8 (OANA-KPL)—A délégatién of 
Thai monks led by Venerable Ratchapricha Yaamuni, 
vice-rector of Maha Chulalongkon Buddhist College, on 
April 6 left here following its 9-day friendly visit. to Laos. 


While here, the Thai delegation of Buddhist monks 
called on Phoumi Vongvichit, acting president of the 
Republic, Venerable Thongkhoun Anantasounthon, 
president of the Federation of Lao Buddhist Associa- 
tions. It also paid visits to some historical archaeological 
sites, temples as well as monks’ educational establish- 
ments in Vientiane Municipality and the Northern Prov- 
ince of Luang Prabang. 


The Thai and Lao monks expressed satisfaction over 
good relations between monks and Buddhists of the two 
countries who enjoy similar customs and traditions as 
well as language. The situation of Buddhist practices in 
each country was highlighted at the talks. 


The Lao and Thai monks wished the friendly and 
good-neighbourly relations between the two countries 
gradually be developed and strengthened for the interests 
of the two peoples and for the sake of turning the region 
into a zone of genuine peace and friendship. 


Philippines 


‘Text’ of Honasan Interview, Part I 
HK110552 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 11 Apr 88 p 11 


[First part of DZXL radio interview with dismi sed Lt 
Colonel Gregorio Honasan given a few hours af :r Hon- 
asan escaped from a prison ship on 2 Apri 1988—- 
location not given] 


[Text] QUESTION: Why did you decide to push through 
with your escape early this morning? 


HONASAN: Well, actually, I was beginning to lose this 
feeling of hope in our system of justice and in the 
prospects for a truly reconciliatory solution to these basic 
problems. I have been mulling over it in the light of 
certain developments even in the Navy because even in 
my situation I was also privy to some of the scuttlebutt 
aboard ship and I heard that on the basis of a simple 
rumor about certain unilateral actions, Commodore 
Cortes, the Commander of the Philippine Fleet, the 
newly merged unit of the Navy was relieved summarily. 
Now, | was thinking that even in the navy environment, 
if they can do this to a Commodore, it makes every single 
ordinary seaman vulnerable to unilateral action by para- 
noid minds. And this sort of added up to my feeling that 
I had to be out once more to articulate these basic issues 
and provide a focal point for the struggle. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Q: You spoke about certain issues that still have to be 
addressed and you spoke of a struggle that still has to be 
waged. Can you elaborate more on this? And what are 
these issues? And what is this struggle? And in what form 
is this struggle to be conducted by you? 


A: Certainly, let’s talk first of basic issues. We have 
always articulated that the basic issue is still and will 
always be good government. That is a prerequisite for 
reform in the armed forces. A good armed forces will 
only be the consequence of a good government. These 
are some of the basic issues that have yet to be addressed. 
Because we have found out that the government is 
mismanaged, the armed forces is poorly led, we have a 
leadership crisis both in government and in the armed 
forces. And added to this fact is this feeling that the 
divisions in the milioary now are more horizontal than 
vertical. It’s generally the top against the bottom because 
I have found out that even in articulating issues like this, 
it’s already a question of credibility. Take the example of 
Messrs. Ramos and De Villa. I called them Mister 
because they have lost their moral right to continue 
remaining in positions of influence in the armed forces. 
They have already had a string of failures yet we retained 
them because we see that they enjoy the confidence of 
the Commander in Chief. But the question is, does the 
rank and file enjoy the same measure of confidence? Or 
do they enjoy the same measure of credibility with the 
rank and file? This is something we have to address also. 


Q: So, aside from the issue of credibility of the leader- 
ship, what else is there for you to address? Or what you 
think should be addressed in the military today? 


A: Well, everybody is supposed tobe in a high state of 
morale because the pay has been increased. We are 
winning the war “against the insurgents” because of the 
capture of certain ranking red leaders. Now, the question 
is, are these gains, are these increases in pay already 
institutionalized to the point where whoever sits on top 
will give the same measure of attention to the military 
sector. Now, as to the captuye of the communist leaders, 
definitely, the armed forces deserves congratulations but 
again, this might be an illusion. Isn’t this what the party 
wants? Or isn’t this how the party infuses dynamism into 
their system? Who are the ones who have replaced these 
capture red leaders? They might be better, younger, more 
imaginative and unidentified. Has the movement the 
Communist Party of the Philippines, the NPA, the NDF 
suffered, this we have to quantify before we start count- 
ing our marbles and our gains. Now, as to pay and 
allowances, and the overall benefit of the soldier, I am 
not yet satisfied with the attention that has been talked 
about as a sector in the past, the military sector just like 
the business sector, the labor sector. But the military has 
never been treated like a sector and this is again some- 
thing that we will have to look deeper into. 


Q: Okay, Gringo. You said earlier that your role would 
be to articulate on certain issues within the armed forces 
that have to be addressed to. What is your perception on 
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the matter of you being the articulator or the spokesman 
speaking on behalf of the rank and file of the armed 
forces to speak on these issues? 


A: This role of being the spokesman is by and large 
unsolicited. But let’s work back a little to the time when 
I was captured. I was brought aboard ship with the Phil. 
Navy with the thought that by the physical isolation of 
the naval units, by proximity, the navy was far from the 
main stream of issues. That was also my apprehension. 
But contrary to what was the actual situation, the Navy 
seem to be more attuned to the basic issues and this is 
where I felt the same, ground swell, the same gripes, the 
same hopes and visions that I felt in the other services. 
So, as I said this role is unsolicited but I have become 
again the focal point of all these issues. The ordinary 
soldier feels a betrayal by the top leadership in the 
defense establishment. They feel that there is still a 
disparity between the life style, between the benefits, 
between the professionalism of the higher leadership and 
the lower rank and file. So, these are the things that 
surfaced while I was in detention for the last 4 months. I 
was not totally (tape malfunctions). 


Q: ... that you are now articulating of the same ones you 
cited as the reasons why you’re launching the August 28 
coup last year. Did you ever not consider using legal 
means or means within the existing system in the armed 
forces and in the government in general to achieve the 
solutions to these issues that you are now bringing up 
again? 


A: How can I possibly develop an adequate or even 
reasonable level of confidence in the legal system when 
in a personal capacity I have not even been the benefi- 
ciary of fairness and justice. | am now faced with the 
prospect of subjecting myself to a general court-martial 
whose members will be appointed by the same group of 
people who publicly passed judgment on me even before 
all the facts were in and even before formal legal charges 
were filed. And no less than the President, the Chief of 
Staff then Mr Ramos, passed judgment on me. How on 
earth do I develop an adequate level of confidence in the 
legal struggle when this government, this system cannot 
even give me personal justice? There are soldiers now 
continuously detained for the last 8 months whose cases, 
whose charges or whose preliminary trial hearings had 
beenldragging on for ohe last 8 months yet the prospect 
of amnesty and pardon is continuously being dangled in 
front of our faces. | was informed that I am the main 
beneficiary of this justice system. I am the principal in 
this case and I am being accused of a political crime. And 
I presumed that the solution will be political. | am also 
aware of the reality that this government will never 
consider amnesty for me and the others unless it will 
develop political gains for them and that is to the mind 
of this administration quite far-off. So, it again rein- 
forces my feeling that the only way to do this is to be free 
from the political intrigues that surround the present 
leadership, to be free from the burdens that are being 
imposed on all of us in the service by the so-called 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


misguided and politically indebted upper leadership in 
the armed forces. That caters to the same system of 
promoting and catering to certain chosen personilities. 
We cannot depart from that anymore. And as | said 
earlier, the rank and file considers this a betrayal but 
then this is not articulated in the progress reports that Mr 
Ramos and mr De Villa give to the President. So, the 
President is now faced with the choice. Her level of 
confidence in Ramos and De Villa is high but she runs 
the risks of continuing problems of factionalism, divi- 
sion in the military organization. That is the trade-off 
and she has to resolve this once and for all if there is to 
be true peace and reconciliation. 


Honasan ‘Colleague’ Escapes From Prison 
BK091356 Hong Kong AFP in English 1343 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 9 (AFP)—A renegade officer has 
fled fiom military custody here and is expected to try io 
link with former colleague and escaped attempted coup 
leader Gregorio Honasan, the Philippine Army chief 
said Saturday. 


Paramilitary Lieutenant Colonel Eduardo Méatillano, 
who played a key role in the coup attempt last August, 
vanished Friday inside the sprawling Fort Bonifacio 
army base while on a dental pass, Major General 
Mariano Adalem told AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE. 


Mr. Honasan escaped from a prison ship with 13 guards 
April 2. 


The Army chief said he did not believe that the two 
escaped renegades and their allies could threaten Presi- 
dent Corazon Aquino’s government. 


‘Probably what they can do is organize a token force and 
make some moves that will not succeed. Even Honasan 
doesn’t have a following anymore,” he said. 


The military earlier lowered a general full alert imposed 
after the Honasan escape and assigned a small force to 
hunt down the man who led the coup attempt in Manila 
in which 53 people died and 300 were wounded. 


No special alert was raised after Lt. Col. Matillano’s 
escape. 


Lt. Col. Matillano was with a lone guard when he 
disappeared Friday on the way back to his cell from the 
base dispensary after failing to get dental treatment, Ma). 
Gen. Adalem said. 


He said he believed Lt. Col. Matillano “overpowered” 
his guard, a sergeant, who was also missing after the 
escape. 


Lt. Col. Matillano, an officer of the paramilitary con- 
stabulary, was a key participant in the Honasan-led coup 
attempt last August. 
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He was a classmate of the now-cashiered colonel at the 
elite Philippine Military Academy and served as provin- 
cial police commander of Nueva Ecija Province when he 
joined the coup attempt, Maj. Gen. Adalem said. 


Mr. Honasan launched the attempt from an army camp 
in the province. 


Lt. Col Matillano led a convoy of his men here, seizing 
the government television station while Mr. Honasan 
took the Armed Forces main camp. A ground and aerial 
assault by government troops crushed tge attempt. 


Mr. Honasan escaped by helicopter and stayed a fugitive 
until his arrest in December, but Lt. Col. Matillano 
surrendered during the assault. 


Unlike Mr. Honasan, who was dismissed from the Army 
when he exceeded a 90-day deadline to surrender, Lt. Col. 
Matillano kept his rank while awaiting court martial. 


Military sources said Lt. Col. Matillano was a member of 
the Reform the Armed Forces Movement (RAM), a 
banned military fraternity that helped topple former 
President Ferdinand Marcos and put Mrs. Aquino in 
power two years ago. 


De Villa Orders Manhunt 
HK110247 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] Armed Forces Chief of Staff General Renato de Villa 
ordered a massive manhunt against renegade PC Lieutenant 
Colonel Eduardo Martillano, who escaped from his deten- 
tion cell at Fort Bonifacio Friday afternoon. On the wake of 
Martillano’s escape, Gen de Villa placed all Metro Manila 
contingency forces under red alert. 


Martillano played a prominent role in the bloody failed 
August 28 attempt led by escaped former Lieutenant 
Colonel Gringo Honasan. He [as heard] escaped upon 
his detention at Fort Bonifacio while being escorted to 
the camp’s central dispensary clinic at 3 pm Friday. 
Adalem said Martillano was being escorted by Sergeant 
Eduardo Maramag on board a military service vehicle 
when he escaped. Earlier, a massive manhunt was also 
ordered against coup leader renegade army Lt Col Gre- 
gorio Honasan who escaped aboard RPS Andres Boni- 
facio along with 13 navy guards. 


Captain Armando Manalo, chief of the AFP [Armed 
Forces of the Philippines} detention center where Mar- 
tillano was being detained, allowed him to visit the camp 
dispensary clinic for a check-up. However, Adalem said 
Martillano failed to return to his cell and [words indis- 
tinct] to escape with his escort. Worse, Adalem said 
Maramag failed to report [word indistinct] immediately 
about Martillano’s disappearance. Adalem said he came 
to know of the incident only Saturday afternoon when he 
was Officially informed by Maramag. 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


Martillano, a member of class 1971 of the Philippine 
Military Academy, along with Honasan led the attack on 
People’s Television 4. General Adalem said that learning 
the incident he immediately ordered an investigation 
and relieved Captain Manalo as chief of the camp 
detention center. 


Aquino Orders Tighter Security 
HK110943 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 11 Apr 88 


[Text] President Aquino has ordered the military to 
intensify further its security measures to prevent 
detained coup participants, including those who took 
part in the 28 August coup attempt, from escaping. The 
president’s directive was issued following the escape of 
Lieutenant Colonel Eduardo Matillano from his deten- 
tion center in Fort Bonifacio. The president commented 
on this issue during an interview with Malacanang 
newsmen. 


[Begin Aquino recording in English] I consider the 
matter another unfortunate incident, and I have told the 
military to draw up better measures in order that we do 
not have anymore escapees. [end recording] 


Matillano led rebel troops in an attack on a hotel during 
the 28 August coup attempt. 


Meanwhile, the president has questioned Senator Juan 
Ponce Enrile’s motives in asking her not to go ahead with 
her visit to China. Enrile has said that at the moment, 
the visit is unnecessary and that it is more important for 
the president to pay attention to the country’s problems. 


The president said Senator Enrile should have revealed 
his opinion earlier when details of the visit were still 
being worked out. 


In another development, Press Secretary Teodoro 
Benigno has confirmed that the president will meet with 
Chinese leaders Deng Xiaoping, Communist Party Sec- 
retary General Zhao Ziyang, and former President Li 
Xiannian. 


Benigno also announced that the government will make 
public the expenses incurred during the president's for- 
eign trips, including the coming China trip, in order to 
rebut Senator Enrile’s allegations. Secretary Benigno 
stressed the benefits resulting from the president’s visits 
to foreign countries. 


Elite Troops on ‘Red Alert’ 
BK101452 Hong Kong AFP in English 1436 GMT 
10 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 10 (AFP)}—Two recently escaped 
military rebels may try to free some of their supporters 
imprisoned for taking part in a bloody coup attempt in 
August, intelligence reports said here Sunday. 
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Paramilitary Lieutenant Colonel Eduardo Matillano, 
who escaped from military detention Friday, may link 
up with cashiered Army Colonel Gregorio Honasan to 
try to free some of their 398 followers jailed for taking 
part in the Awgust coup, intelligence reports said. 


Military spokesmen said 2,000 elite troops were on red 
alert here Sunday, in case of any coup attempts, but 
added that they had no definite leads on the whereabouts 
of the two rebels. 


Presidential spokesman Teodoro Benigno said in a tele- 
vised interview that the escape of the two did not 
threaten the government since, “they have no capability 
to mount a serious threat against the government.” 


Mr. Honasan and Mr. Matillano were members of the 
Reform the Armed Forces Movement (RAM), a banned 
military fraternity whose members have been linked to 
several coup attempts. 


Mr. Honasan, the chief figure in the August coup, 
escaped from a prison ship anchored in Manila Bay April 
2, with the help of his 14 guards. He issued a statement 
Wednesday threatening to mount a new campaign to 
destabilise the government. 


Meanwhile, President Corazon Aquino in her taped 
radio show broadcast here Sunday, said that when she 
met a high-level Japanese trade delegation here they told 
her “they were not worried about the Honasan escape,” 
but were more concerned with the labor situation. 


She also defended an order banning any interview with 
Mr. Honasan from being aired, recalling that when he 
launched his August coup attempt, inaccurate reports 
were broadcast by both radio and television, “so the 
people became even more confused.” 


This was an apparent reference to messages broadcast by 
the mutineers after they captured a television station. 


Mrs. Aquino reiterated her earlier stand that the media 
was free to broadcast messages and interviews with Mr. 
Honasan but must face the consequences if the govern- 
ment decided the message threatened national security. 


DZXL radio station interviewed Mr. Honasan hours 
after his escape on April 2 but was barred from airing the 
interview by the government. Mrs. Aquino later lifted 
the ban but the station has not aired the interview for 
lack of guidelines on what would be acceptable. 


Military Spokesman Views Escapes 
HK111001 Manila Radio Veritas in Tagalog 
0700 GMT 11 Api 38 


{Interview with Colonel Oscar Florendo, Philippine 
Armed Forces spokesman, by Bong Orlina on 11 April; 
place not given; recorded—slant lines denote passages in 
English] 


[Text] [Orlina] It has been reported that the two escaped 
military rebels may try to rally their supporters, espe- 
cially those who took part in the 28 August coup attempt. 
What is your opinion on this issue? 


SOUTHEAST ASIA 


[Florendo] /That report, I believe, is the result of an 
analysis on what these people might do. They have come 
out with a declaration that they are not happy with the 
present government and that they will continue carrying 
on with what they tried to carry out last August 28. And 
therefore, it is but natural for them to try and get the 
assistance of those who joined them before, especially as 
they will be agitating them again, and so the Armed 
Forces has really had to look at those options. Therefore, 
we have preparations to counter these moves that they 
might take as an option. If it is really an option, they can 
try to do it. From the other side, we will prevent them 
from doing so./ 


{Orlina] Colonel, there is a report quoting a military 
spokesman that 2,000 elite troops were placed on red 
alert Sunday in case of a coup attempt. According to the 
report, there were definite leads on the whercabouts of 
the two rebels. 


[Florendo] The report about definite leads is right, as | 
stated, but I did not say anything about 2,000. Maybe 
someone else said that. /All I can say is that even in the 
past, the National Capital Regional Defense Command 
has used troops to takelcare of the secuyity requirements 
of Metro Manila, not only against these people, but also 
against all other threats, specifically the CPP [Commu- 
nist Party of the Philippines]-NPA. So if there is such a 
group that went out, which I am saying, they have been 
out for quite a time, even before the Holy Week, because 
at that time, we had had reports of plans of the CPP- 
NPA to attack some municipalities. So they were 
deployed, but they were not specifically deployed against 
these two. However, since they are there now, an add!- 
tional job for them is also to prevent any of these 
destabilization adventures that these plotters have been 
announcing every now and then./ 


[Orlina] About the leads on the two fugitives, do you 
have anything definite now? 


[Florendo] /I’m sorry to say that we do not have a very 
specific lead that we can tell you now./ First of all, if we 
do have hot information, | cannot tell you about it 
because /it will jeopardize our operations./ 


{Orlina] Colonel, do you think Honasan and Matillano 
have sufficient force to launch serious threats against the 
government? 


[Florendo] /We have been explaining this on several 
occasions. We cannot stop people from thinking this way 
because there are several aspects on this. Thinking about 
it is one alpect and we cannot stop people from thinking 
about this as an option. The second is the planning. 
Again, in planning, lots of people can come out with a 
plan, but as to implementing it, which is already an overt 
action, it is something else. I think also that they can try, 
but the bigger question here is can they succeed. Now, 
trying they can, but succeeding, I do not believe that they 
have even a miniscule chance of succeeding./ 
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[Orlina] Concerning Mrs Aquino’s coming visit to Chi- 
na, how prepared is the military to counter any threats? 


[Florendo] /This could be the second time. It also hap- 
pened last November, their “God Save the Queen” 
caper. We have that experience now, and I think we are 
better prepared now. We had lessons. This time, I think 
we are in a better position than that time./ 


[Orlina} Capcom [Capital Regional Command] chief 
General Aguirre has orders to intensify the search for 
rebel safehouses, especially those used as clinics and 
hospitals. What are the latest developments? 


[Florendo] I have not heard anything from Capcom, but 
these things happen very fast. 


17 Officers Allegedly Join Honasan Group 
HK081053 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English 8 Apr 88 pp 1, 10 


[By Cesar Espino and Jerry Esplanada] 


{Fxcerpt] There is a newly formed right-wing rebel group 
in the military, led by fugitive coup leader Gregorio 
Hanasan, which is now preparing to launch another coup 
attempt,-intelligence agents revealed yesterday. 


The sources said without elaborating that the group, 
calling itself the Council of Military Reforms Advisers in 
the Defense Establishment (COMRADE), is composed 
of retired and active officers in the Armed Forces. 


Col. Oscar Florendo, Armed Forces spokesman, said in a 
telephone interview that he has not come across any 
report regarding COMRADE. But he said he was not 
discounting the possibility that there is such a group. 


An AFP [Armed Forces of the Philippines] intelligence 
repmrt shown to the tInquirer yesterday said the group 
was organized during a meeting of at least 17 retired and 
active military officers at 6:30 p.m. last Wednesday— 
four days after Honasan escaped from his prison ship, 
the BRP ANDRES BONIFACIO, together with 13 of his 
men. Honasan presided over the meeting which the 
report said, took place in a farm house owned by a 
retired ranking military officer. The farm house, the 
report added in located at Rizal town—a few kilometers 
east of Metro Manila. Most of those present were not 
part of Honasan’s group which mounted the bloody Aug. 
28 coup. Some were believed connected, at one time or 
another, with the defense department, according to the 
report. 


The report followed a disclosure by military authorities 
that an unidentified group was recruiting soldiers inside 
military camps in metro Manila four days before Hona- 
san escaped. 
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The recruitment was confirmed by Florendo. He told 
newsmen last Sunday that some military units had to be 
called in to undergo a series of “loyalty checks and pep 
talks” when Honasan escaped. 


The report said COMRADE was apparently meant to 
serve as an advisory group for rebel soldiers in the 
launching of a new coup attempt. It said initial meetings 
are being made apparently “‘to assess the current situa- 
tion and plan fwture actions.” 


The report comes on the heels of a renewed threat by 
Honasan. In a signed statement sent Wednesday to the 
offices of the foreign wire services in Manila, he threat- 
ened to mount another offensive to overthrow the gov- 
ernment. 


Honasan said the Administration “is incapable of insur- 
ing the very survival of this nation over the next few 
years” and that because of this, he and his men were 
withdrawing an earlier declaration not to engage in any 
hostile act against the government. [passage omitted] 


Aquino Defends Media Ban in Speech 
HK08 1345 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in English 
1110 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Speech by President Corazon Aquino at the 17th com- 
mencement exercise of the law department of the Ateneo 
de Manila University at the Meralco Theatre, Pasig, 
Metro Manila—live or recorded, broadcast in progress] 


[Text] Father Joaquin Bernas, Father Edmundo Marti- 
nez, Dean Eduardo de los Angeles, the board of trustees, 
the 1988 graduates and their beloved parents, the faculty 
and administrative officers, honored guests, ladies, and 
gentlemen: 


I hope I will not be criticized again on the dynasty issue 
by the reason that I am here this afternoon is because of 
my nephew, Nando Cojuangco. [applause, cheers] 


As the day of this occasion approached, I was wondering 
what I could tell you that was new. But somehow I had 
the feeling that something would turn up. Something 
unfortunately did. 


I would not have minded, even if you did, to have just 
stood here and shake hands with each of you, giving no 
speech except for some brief congratulatory remarks. 
Things have settled down quite a bit. Everyone was 
saying that the economy was picking up, developments 
which speak more eloquently than I could about our 
country. This buoyant feeling increased when the mili- 
tary captured the top leadership of the communist insur- 
gency. 


But as always, it was a case of win some and lose some, 
never a perfect week. 
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A well-known, I prefer to call him a notorious, prisoner 
escaped. His first act upon unlawfully regaining his 
illegal freedom was to impose upon the constitutional 
guarantee of free speech. This gives you a fair idea of 
how he understands freedom of speech as a weapon 
rather as a form. He gave a radio interview the very day 
of his escape. 


The secretary of justice warned that radio franchises may 
be cancelled if such interviews were aired. The interview 
was not aired. Since then, the government has received a 
great deal of criticisms for the chilling effect of the justice 
sSecretary’s warning on free expression. 


The question was asked: Is there really «» emergency so 
great as to justify a curtailment of speech, given that the 
government from the start of the incident had repeatedly 
assured the public that everything was under control? 
Wasn't that a contradiction? 


Let me deal with that apparent contradiction. Govern- 
ment had everything under control because we have 
decided to take full and complete control of the situa- 
tion. We had resolved to isolate the rebel escapee so he 
could not repeat the damage he had done nor the murder 
and mayhem he had wracked on August 28 last year. By 
instituting checkpoints and manhunts, and issuing a 
warning about aiding and abetting the fugitive, we had 
sharply curtailed his capability to increase the number of 
his confederates. 


So, it is true that we were in control, and it is also true 
that we had to take emergency measures to achieve this 
control. There was no contradiction. We were in com- 
plete control of the situation because nothing and no one 
would be allowed to stand in our way. 


This warning was issued about the dire consequences of 
airing the Honasan interview because coup by mouth 
and instability by public alarm have become this man’s 
chief stock in trade. We had to isolate the incident, 
clearly identify the perpetrators, and get a true estimate 
of the extent of the dangers they pose to the public. In 
that manhunt, media was not a means for the commu- 
nication of ideas or expression of feelings but a (?welter) 
of instabilization (?formed) by the constitution that 
protects the fundamental rights that give life to media 
and democracy. 


Had he gone on air and start his claim that a large 
segment of the military itself had sprung hini from 
imprisonment, the country would have been thrown into 
a panic. It would have been indeed like [word indistinct] 
shouting fire in a cloudy [word indistinct]. 


As it was, for all the control we had achieved and the 
isolation we had succeeded in imposing upon him, the stock 
market was adversely affected. With his right to speak and 
seek an audience, we have no quarrel. But we continue to 
reserve the right to punish those who allow themselves to be 
used as instruments of his evil purposes. 
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This is a free country. You are free to say what you 
please, air what you want, but within the limits of the 
rights of others to their privacy and honor of our 
democratic institutions to self-preservation. 


We have been criticized that the warning was ambiguous 
or too broad. Let me clarify it. My instructions to 
Commissioner Alcuaz are not to prevent any radio or tv 
interviews from being aired on the one hand, and not to 
give clearance for the airing of any interview on the 
other, but all media are forewarned that there are con- 
sequencel they must be prepared to face, including the 
cancellation of franchises, if, in our opinion, they have 
overstepped the line of public safety. 


My first duty is to protect the state and also to protect 
democracy, even from those who would abuse its time- 
less guarantees in order to destroy it. We have been 
accused of fostering freedom of the praise. Let me tell 
you. I haven’t the slightest interest in being praised by 
the press, for I seek satisfaction only in doing what my 
conscience and my duty tell me is right. Our people and 
I have accomplished fine by ourselves building patiently 
and tirelessly from the ruins we inherited. Sadly, we have 
had to see others destroy immediately what we had just 
built up. 


I have neither time nor interest in praises from any but 
the people to which progress, well-being, prosperity, and 
enduring freedom alone I am dedicated. 


I am pleased and honored to have been invited here to 
address this next generation of Ateneo lawyers. I spared 
you a lengthy and rhetorical speech and went straight 
instead to a pressing issue of law because that is how I 
hope you will apply yourself in the practice of your 
profession—with unshakeable resolve to do quickly and 
unreientingly what is right whatever the price. Only God 
and history in the long run know what is absolute and 
right. We are mnly humans with mnly the strengthened 
light of Chi istian counsel to guide us on the path of duty. 


Congratulations on your graduation. God go with you 
and may success attend all your virtuous endeavours. 
Thank you and good evening! 


‘Less Than 15 Senators’ Favor Base Extension 
BK111254 Quezon City RPN 9 Television 
in English 1030 GMT 11 Apr 88 


[Text] The RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. bass 
pact review resumed today at PICC [Philippine Interni- 
tional Convention Center]. This developed as only less 
than 15 of the 23 senators are in favor of renewing the 
1947 military base’s agreement. This, according to Sen- 
ator Rene Saguisag: 


[Begin Saguisag recording} Well, you know, as of today, 
there cannot be 15 or 16 senators for an extension on the 
basis of an informal survey, as it were, that | had 
conducted. [end recording] 
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Urges Higher Comensation for Bases 
HK100720 Baguio City Mountain Province 
Broadcasting Company in English 0400 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] Foreign Secretary Raul Manglapus stressed that 
the Philippines does not receive any external threat from 
any foreign countries. Manglapus made this statement 
after the ceremony commemorating Bataan Day. Man- 
glapus said that the presence of the military bases in the 
country, obviously referring to the U.S. bases at Clark 
and Subic, does not help in the government campaign 
against insurgency. He also added that only Filipino 
soldiers and not foreign troops can protect our civilian 
population against rightist or leftist elements. 


Secretary Manglapus is the chief negotiator of the Phil- 
ippine panel reviewing the RP-U.S. bases treaty. 


The Philippines is studying the possibility of increasing 
the rental for the U.S. military bases. Manglapus said the 
United States should pay $1.2 billion yearly as rent for 
the use of the military bases in the country. 


Alleges Bases Store Missiles 
HK090826 Hong Kong AFP in English 0814 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 9 (AFP)}—Two U.S. military bases 
near here contain missiles aimed at external targets, but 
are useless for Philippine security needs, Foreign Affairs 
Secretary Raul Manglapus said Saturday. 


Washington says the bases are essential to regional and 
Philippine security. 


Mr Manglapus did not say what types of missile are 
allegedly stored at Clark Air Base and Subic Naval Base 
or where they are aimed, but it was the first time an 
official of his rank made such a statement, diplomats 
said. 


He reiterated Manila’s stand that it has no external 
enemies and must only contend with communist insur- 
gents and other internal foes. 


“We are under attack from within, not from without. 
Missiles aimed at some external targets do not help us in 
this internal struggle,” he said during a recess in talks 
between Manila and Washington on the bases’ future. 


Anti-bases groups claim that Clark and Subic, the largest 
U.S. military facilities overseas, are used as storage or 
trans-shipment points for nuclear warheads. U.S. policy 
is neither to confirm nor deny this. 


Mr Manglapus was speaking at a ceremony marking the 
46th anniversary of the defeat by U.S.-Filipino forces of 
Japanese troops in the Philippines during World War II. 
His audience included U.S. Charge d’Affaires Kenneth 
Quinn and Japanese Ambassador in Manila Tsuneo 
Tanaka. 
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The bases’ talks began last Tuesday and quickly became 
controversial after news leaks about alleged disagree- 
ments between the two sides on Manila’s demand that it 
have greater control over how the bases are used. 


Local newspapers quoted unnamed officials as saying 
that Mr Manglapus was insisting on the need for Manil- 
a’s “prior consent” before the bases are used for combat 
missions Or storing missiles. 


The newspapers said Saturday that both sides had agreed 
to limit the number of people in their conference room to 
try to prevent further unauthorized disclosures of the 
proceedings to the lively Manila press. 


Bases Panels Limit Number of Members 
HK090545 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
0400 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] The Philippine and U.S. panels will not include 
their respective support staffs in their meeting on Mon- 
day to prevent newsleaks on topics discussed during the 
Mutual Bases Agreement review. Under the new regula- 
tion, the number of members each panel can have is 
limited to nine plus two rapporteurs. 


The Philippine delegation includes Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus, Ambassador Leonides Caday, Assis- 
stant Defense Secretary Feliciano Gacis Jr., Assisstant 
Finance Secretary Juanito Amatong, and Supervising 
State Council Teresita de Castro. 


fhe U.S. panel will include Ambassador Nicholas Platt, 
Lietenant General Michael Cairns, State Department 
officer Jameson Selby, Colonel David Brown, and Polit- 
ical Counsellor John Yates. 


The limitation of the panel’s members came following a 
misunderstanding on Thursday between the two panels 
arising from the publication in the newspapers of some 
provisions in the bases agreement the Philippines 
wanted changed. 


U.S. Panel Said Irked by Press Leaks 
HK081239 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
in English & 3 pp 1,10 

[By Chay O. | _orentino] 

[Text] U.S. officials boycotted scheduled talks with Phil- 
ippine negotiators yesterday morning in protest over 
leaks revealing Manila’s demand for its approval before 
American combat operations are carried out or missil 
are stored in its bases here, sources said. 


The five-man U.S. panel led by Ambassador Nicholas 
Platt, however, showed up for a one-hour-and-a-half 
session in the afternoon to resume talks on the RP[{Re- 
public of the Philippines]-U.S. Military Bases Agree- 
ment. 
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Philippine negotiators led by Foreign Secretary Raul 
Manglapus waited two hours for the Americans to show 
up in the morning. 


Sources said Manglapus called up Platt early yesterday to 
discuss the issue and had directed the rest of the panel 
members to wait in the usual meeting room in case the 
Americans showed up. 


Sources said the U.S. panel was peeved over newspaper 
accounts of what had transpired during the other day’s 
closed door session. The U.S. panel did not authorize the 
disclosure of its objection to Manila’s demands restrict- 
ing American use of the bases, sources said. 


Both panels had appointed spokesmen who shall brief 
newsmen on the “official” progress of the negotiations. 


During the briefing yesterday afternoon, however, phil- 
ippine panel spokesman Ambassador Leonides Caday 
said both manglapus and Platt had agreed to “postpone” 
the session that same morning. He said he was “not 
privy” to the reason for such a postponement. 


U.S. panel spokesperson Mary Yates refused to com- 
ment on the reported boycott, saying “everybody’s busy, 
our own ambassador is leaving for Hong Kong tonight” 
to attend a meeting of U.S. chiefs of mission with Gaston 
Sigur, U.S. Assistant Secretary of State for East Asian 
and Pacific Affairs. 


Platt will be back Sunday and will attend the resumption 
of the talks on Monday, Yates said. 


During Wednesday’s sessions, Piatt was caught by sur- 
prise when Manglapus demanded that the U.S. must 
seek the “prior consent” of Manila on the use of the 
bases, sources said. 


The current agreement provides that the U.S. may carry 
out military combat operations and establish long-range 
missiles inside the bases as long as there is “prior 
consultation” with the Philippine government. 


Adopting a hardline stance, Platt objected to Manglapus’ 
demand, saying it would “cripple” U.S. capabilities at 
military maneuvers. 


Platt said Manglapus’ proposal smacks of “distrust” of 
U.S. intentions. Manglapus countered by referring to the 
U.S. policy to “neither confirm nor deny” the presence 
of nuclear weapons in its bases as proof of bad faith on 
Washington's part. 


This related issue is expected to become of major impor- 
tance in discussions of the nuclear issue, sources said. 


The Philippine panel, sources said, may also push for a 
deletion of the controversial phrase “unhampered mili- 
tary operations” which is not present in other base 
agreements between the U.S. and other countries. 
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Piatt’s Hong Kong Trip Sparks Speculations 
HK081329 Quezon City Radyo ng Bayan in Tagalog 
1200 GMT 8 Apr 88 


{Text} Speculations are rife that U.S. Ambassador 
Nicholas Platt may seek new instructions from Washing. 
ton in view of his hasty departure for Hong Kong last 
night. The RP [Republic of the Philippines]-U.S. mili- 
tary bases agreement is presently under review. 


Meanwhile, there were reports that Platt was to meet 
with some top American diplomats, headed by Gaston 
Sigur, assistant secretary for Asia-Pacific affairs, during 
his 3-day visit to Hong Kong. However, rumors indi- 
cated that the Philippines’ firm stand on restrictions on 
American military bases was the reason for Platt’s sud- 
den departure to Hong Kong. 


According to the U.S. Embassy in Manila, the bases talks 
had nothing to do with Platt’s visit to Hong Kong. 


Communists Urge Opposition to U.S. Bases 
HK081217 Quezon City NATIONAL MIDWEEK 
in English 6 Apr 88 pp 37-38 


{Statement by Central Committee of Partido Komunista 
ng Pilipinas published under the rubrique “Democratic 
Space”: “Unite Against U.S. Bases”'] 


[Text] The Filipino people must now seize the initiative 
to add their collective voice to the global clamor for 
nuclear disarmament, for a world free from weapons of 
mass destruction. The RP [Republic of the Philippines}- 
U.S. Military Bases Agreement is up for renegotiation in 
April 1988; now is the time for all the peace forces in the 
country to launch a massive campaign for the removal of 
foreign bases in our territory which harbor nuclear 
weapons and thus provide the U.S. with facilities to 
trigger a nuclear war. The nuclear-weapons-free provi- 
sion in the 1987 Constitution overwhelmingly approved 
by our people gives us the moral mandate to contribute 
to the global struggle to build a secure future for all 
humanity. 


The signing of the Intermediate Nuclear Forces (INF) 
Treaty by CPSU Gener-~.i Secretary Mikhail Gorbachev 
and U.S. President Ronald Reagain in the last Washing- 
ton summit meeting is the first step for a nuclear- 
weapons-free world. The INF treaty achieved by the 
summit meeting is a qualitative step towards denuclea- 
rization, a possibility which appeared incredible a 
decade ago. It marks a transformation of disarmament 
efforts from nuclear arms control to nuclear arms elim- 
ination. For the first time, a formal agreement for the 
destruction of a whole category of nuclear weapons. 
complete with on site verification safeguards, is realized. 
The projected agreement on a 50 percent reduction of 
nuclear strategic weapons to be taken up in the Moscow 
summit next year will even bring mankind nearer to a 
nuclear-weapons-free world in the 2Ist century. 
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We must note, however, that while the world political 
Situation is fast changing, certain developments in 
Southeast Asia would have the effect of neutralizing, 
obscuring or even reversing the trends set by the Gorba- 
chev-Reagan meeting. As if U.S. imperialism had the 
apprehension that the Washington meeting would shat- 
ter all its pretensions about the necessity of its bases in 
the Philippines, it manipulated the Aquino government 
to rush an ASEAN [Association of Southeast Asian 
Nations] summit meeting in the desperate effort to 
fabricate “Soviet expansionism” and concoct the need 
for U.S. military presence. 


Preparatory to the ASEAN meeting, Foreign Secretary 
Raul Manglapus visited the other ASEAN countries to 
elicit the stand of their leaders on the question of US. 
bases in the Philippines. The answer provided by the 
ASEAN summit meeting has been made public. Through 
a secret ministerial report, the result of American manip- 
ulation, the meeting concluded that the ASEAN mem- 
bers favor the retention of the U.S. military presence in 
the region in view of “the Soviet military buildup in Cam 
Ranh Bay and the continued uncertainty over the U.S. 
military presence in the region (that) may pose a threat 
to regional peace and security.” 


Apparently, the so-called “uncertainty over the U.S. 
military presence” can be settled by the Aquino govern- 
ment by giving the U.S. a new military bases agreement. 
In her formal statement in the ASEAN meeting, Presi- 
dent Aquino herself clearly implied the need for contin- 
ued presence of U.S. bases in the Philippines as the 
“Philippine factor” in insuring peace and stability in the 
region—a statement which insults the countless 
ASEANS who died as victims of U.S. forces of aggression 
mounted from U.S. bases located in the Philippines. 
Coming on the eve of the military bases negotiations 
with the U.S. government, the Aquino-Manglapus stand 
is a fitting price for the stability of the Aquino govern- 
ment which has been shaken by destabilization forces of 
U.S. imperialism with the view to extract a clear stand 
on the U.S. bases issue from the present administration. 
It is a betrayal of the deepest aspirations of our people to 
be secure from nuclear dangers and to be free from 
intimidations by a foreign power. 


These developments contradict the avowed goal of 
ASEAN to establish a zone of peace, freedom and 
neutrality (ZOPFAN) and to transform the region into a 
nuclear-weapons-free zone (NWFZ). The U.S. initiated 
“secret” report, deliberately leaked to the press for the 
desired effect, may imply that the U.S. bases in the 
Philippines have become a security complement of the 
ASEAN and thus undermine the fundamental character 
of the ASEAN conceived as a ZOPFAN. 


The struggle on the bases question should be the focus of 
all the forces for national independence and popular 
democracy, given the impending renegotiation and the 
function of the U.S. military installations here in the 
maintenance of imperialist domination and aggression 
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in the region. The bases not only endanger the survival of 
the Filipino people in case of nuclear attack or accident; 
they also make a2 mockery of our national sovereignty, 
subject third countries to U.S. military threats emanat- 
ing from our territory, degrade our women and children 
through military prostitution, provide a breeding ground 
for deadly diseases such as AIDS and dangerous habits 
like drug addiction. No amount of rent, aid, employ- 
ment, and other “benefits” can compensate for the 
degradation and indignity of our people, violation of 
national freedom, usurpation of sovereignty, and the 
denial of the right to self-determination of the Filipino 
nation. 


The Filipino people must mobilize all their forces in 
pressing for the removal of the bases before, during the 
after the renegotiation period. As a political party which 
has staunchly maintained a principled anti-U.S. bases 
position since its founding, the Partido Komunista ng 
Pilipinas (PKP) [Communist Party of the Philippines] 
calls on all the peace forces in the country to unite in a 
broad movement for a bases-free and nuclear-weapons- 
free Philippines. 


For peace, for life, let us stand together for a sovereign 
Philippines, for a world without nuclear weapons and 
foreign bases, for a progressive future for all humanity. 


Hundreds Demonstrate in Front of U.S. Embassy 
HK081229 Hong Kong AFP in English 1215 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April 8 (AFP)}—Hundreds of anti-U.S. 
demonstrators clashed with policernen in front of the 
U.S. Embassy here Friday, leaving 20 policemen injured. 


The demonstration occurred as U.S. and Filipino officials 
took a break from crucial talks on the future of Clark Air 
Base and Subic Naval Base due to a conflict over “unham- 
pered access” by Washington to the facilities. 


Police arrested three demonstrators from among several 
hundred who clashed with them after breaking away 
from a main column of about 3,000 marchers. 


The demonstrators threw rocks at some 300 policemen 
blocking their way in front of the U.S. embassy, sparking 
a melee amid a huge traffic jam. 


Police hit the demonstrators with clubs, witnesseslsaid, 
but they could not say how many, if any, were injured. 


An AGENCE FRANCE-PRESSE photographer at the 
scene was slightly wounded after being hit by a rock on 
the head. 


The demonstrators, mostly left-wing students and work- 
ers, had marched from a public square, carrying red 
streamers and chanting slogans calling for the disman- 
tling of U.S. military bases in the Philippines. 
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“We can no longer expect anything from this puppet 
government which has chosen to serve and protect the 
interest of U.S. imperialism,” one banner said. 


“The Aquino government cannot stand up without 
moral and material support from the United States,” 
Reverend Elmo Manapat, secretary-general of an anti- 
nuclear group here, told AFP. 


The demonstrators charged that the Clark and Subic 
bases were used to store nuclear weapons and were 
instruments of U.S. intervention in Philippine affairs. 


33 Injured During Demonstration 
HK090253 Manila Far East Broadcasting Company 
in English 2300 GMT 8 Apr 88 


[Text] Demonstrators protesting the presence of Ameri- 
can military bases in the Philippines yesterday tried to 
storm the U.S. Embassy along Roxas Boulevard and 
hurled rocks at policemen blocking their advance. 


About 30 policemen and at least 3 demonstrators were 
injured during a 10-minute [word indistinct]. 


The police did not identify the policemen injured, but 
the Philippine Alliance Opinion World’s Advocate said 
Gissel Montano, a University of the Philippines student, 
and two other students of Adamson University, identi- 
fied only as Emily and Abiao, have been confined at the 
Manila Doctor’s Hospital for treatment of injuries. The 
police said they arrested three persons who were alleg- 
edly among those who (?threatened) the police ranks 
with rocks. 


Aquino To Discuss Spratlys on PRC Visit 
HK110231 Hong Kong AF? in English 0157 GMT 
11 Anr 88 


{By Roberto Coloma] 


[Text] Manila, April 11 (AFP)}—President Corazon 
Aquino is expected to reaffirm the Philippines’ one- 
China policy, seek improved trade ties and discuss the 
Spratly islands dispute during her visit to Beijing this 
week, officials say. 


The three-day visit which starts Thursday will be a 
milestone in relations between two Asian countries 
bound by centuries of racial, cultural and economic links 
but only 13 years of formal diplomatic relations. 


It will be the first visit by a Philippine head of state to 
China since Ferdinand Marcos and Mao Zedong estab- 
lished diplomatic ties in 1975. 


It will also be a sentimental ffair since Mrs. Aquino is 
part-Chinese. A trip to her ancestral home in Fujian 
kicks off the visit. 
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“The visit will realize bilateral consultations at the 
highest level between our country and China,” Mrs. 
Aquino said Sunday, apparently referring to the often 
spotty relations since the visit of Mr. Marcos, who 
diplomats say tilted more toward Moscow than Beijing 
till he was overthrown two years ago. 


Mrs. Aquino did noi specify the political issues on her 
agenda, emphasizing instead the economic aspect of the 
visit, especially Manila’s large trade deficit due to oil 
imports. 


She expressed hope that this could be corrected with a 
pledge from Beijing to buy more goods and sell its crude 
oil at a “friendship price.” 


In 1987, the Philippines imported 200 million dollars’ 
worth of oil and goods from China and exported 90 
million dollars’ worth of mostly agricultural products. 


One potential topic of the visit which would draw much 
regional interest is the Spratlys, a strategically-placed 
and reputedly oil-rich cluster of islands and reefs 
claimed by China, Vietnam, the Philippines, Malaysia 
and Taiwan. 


Chinese and Vietnamese naval forces clashed there last 
month, raising the prospect of a future regional conflict. 


Manila has stationed Marines on eight of the islands for 
years, and after the recent clashes reiterated its territorial 
claim while calling on Hanoi and Beijing to avoid using 
force to settle the dispute. 


On bilateral issues, officials involved in preparations for 
the visit said Mrs. Aquino is expected to reassert the 
one-China policy to allay Beijing’s concern over her 
government’s cozy ties with Taipei. 


Senior officials led by Vice President Salvador Laurel 
and members of congress had angered Chinese officials 
when they visited Taiwan last year, although they 
insisted that those were purely private trips. 


Mrs. Aquino for he: part has been pushing for more 
Taiwanese investment in the Philippines, and received a 
large business delegation here last year. 


Things got a little more complicated when a palace press 
release said the delegation was from the Republic of 
China. This drew a protest from Beijing, and Manila 
apologized for the slip. 


Taiwan businessmen now compete with Americans and 
Japanese to become the main foreign investor in the 
Philippines. 
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Another bilateral irritant concerns illegal Chinese resi- 
dents who form the bulk of at least 50,000 aliens whom 
Manila wants to deport, but have become entrenched in 
the estimated one million-strong ethnic Chinese commu- 
nity. 


As a goodwill gesture ahead of the visit, Manila sus- 
pended a_  100,000-peso (9,500-dollar) cash bond 
imposed on all visiting Chinese as a deterrent against 
overstaying. 


Seeking Closer Economic Ties 
OW 110015 Tokyo KYODO in English 0006 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


{Text} Manila, April 11 KYODO—President Corazon 
Aquino said on Sunday that she will seek to improve 
diplomatic ard trade relations between the Philippines 
and China and enhance regional cooperation during her 
trip to Beijing this week. 


“In particular, the visit will realize bilateral consulta- 
tions at the highest level between our country and 
China,”” Aquino said during her weekly radio-television 
program “‘Ask the President.” 


“I hope that my visit will also contribute to closer and 
meaningful regional cooperation in Asia,” Aquino said. 


The Philippine leader will be the first head of state to 
meet the newly elected Chinese officials led President 
Yang Shangkun and Premier Li Peng since national 
elections were held there last week. 


She said her visit to China will promote bilateral trade 
and commerce, enhance technology transfers and 
“strengthen cooperation” between the two countries. 


Aquino’s April 14-16 visit to China will be her first 
overseas trip since November 1986. Fears have been 
expressed in Manila that the escape of failed coup leader 
Gregorio Honasan may create disturbances during her 
absence. 


Aquino said the Philippines wants to correct the current 
trade imbalance between the two countries which favors 
China because of Manila’s big oil import bill from 
Beijing. 


She said she will ask the Chinese to import more bananas 
from the Philippines at a higher price and give manila a 
“friendship price” for its crude oil. 


“Hopefully, with my visit there, we will be able to arrive 
at certain agreement and sign some of these agree- 
ments,”” Aquino said. 


She said she will make an overnight trip to Hong Kong 
on the way back to Manila and address the Trade 
Council to invite Hong Kong business executives to 
invest in the Philippines. 
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She will also ask Hong Kong authorities to allow some 
30,000 Filipino women who work there as domestic 
helpers to extend the two weeks they are allowed to 
remain in between job contracts. She said she may also 
meet with Hong Kong’s governor. 


Aquino will address Filipinos working and living in 
Hong Kong after attending morning mass at an undis- 
closed Roman Catholic Church. 


Aquino, a fifth generation Chinese, said her to trip China 
will include a visit to Long Hai, the home village of her 
great grandfather Martin Cojuangco in Xiamen, Fujian 
Province. 


She explained that her maiden name, Cojuangco, was 
derived from three Chinese names that had been joined. 


She said that she may have as many as 42 relatives living 
in Long Hai and, “I was told (by visit organizers) that 
they are excited to see me.” 


**] must learn a few verses in Chinese so they will not say 
that i don’t even speak a word of Chinese,”’ Aquino said. 


Aquino will be traveling with her youngest daughter Kris 
and several Cabinet secretaries, including Trade and 
Industry Secretary Jose Concepcion and Agriculture 
Secretary Carlos Dominguez. 


Enrile Says Aquino Should Cancel PRC Trip 
HK110802 Manila PHILIPPINE DAILY GLOBE 
in English 11 Apr 88 pp 1, 6 


[By staff writer Rowena Bundang] 


[Text] Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile said yesterday it is not 
practical for President Aquino to be paying a state visit 
to China since the problems she must attend to are found 
“here in the country and not outside.” 


Enrile added that Presideno Aquino’s forthcoming trip 
and all other “unnecessary trips” made by members of 
the Cabinet and Congress only dwindle the country’s 
scarce financial reservices. 


In an interview after a speech before some 200 school 
valedictorians honored by the Rotary Club of Down- 
town Manila, Enrile said it is best for President Aquino 
to stay at home for a while and attend the crises facing 
her government and the country. 


Among the immediate social problems mrs Aquino 
should attend to, Enrile said is the escape of fugitive 
former Lt. Col. Gregorio Honasan which, he said, could 
have serious repercussions to the economy. 


Enrile said there are indications that the current insta- 
bility could scare away many potential investors. 
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Pecently, he added, two British economists forecast 
“unhealthy macroeconomic investments” in the coun- 


try. 


“Why snould she leave at a time when the country is 
thrown into many problems? She must stay home and 
find solution to all these problems—military, economic 
and political—that are affecting us,” Enrile said. 


Mrs Aquino is set to visit the People’s Republic of China 
[PRC] from April 14 to 16 and Hong Kong on April 17. 


While in China she will visit her ancestral village of 
Hong Jian, where her great grandfather lived before 
migrating to the Philippipes. 


Enrile said that any cancellation of Mrs Aquino’s trip 
““will not be embarrassing” on the part of the host 
country because the Chiaese government understands 
that there is a crisis besetting the Philippine government. 


“*] understand there have been tremendous preparations 
made for her trip. But the PROC will understand the 
importance of her trip’s cancellation,” Enrile said. 


Enrile also said the foreign trips of President Aquino or 
other members of the Cabinet and Congress will also dig 
deep into the country’s financial reserves. 


“They should stop making these unnecessary foreign 
trips because right now, we still have to take off econom- 
ically. there will be enough time for us to travel to other 
countries,” Enrile said. 


Enrile was apparently reacting to the exodus of some 60 
congressmen to Japan, West Germany and Guatemala 
on “official missions.” The figure does not include those 
who went abroad on their own expense. 


Enrile said these officials should learn from their coun- 
terparts from countries with high GNPs, who know how 
to spare their unnecessary trips to enable their govern- 
ments to save money. 


Ramos Urges Aquino Not To Cancel 
HK110603 Hong Kong AFP in English 0510 GMT 
11 Apr 88 


[Text] Manila, April | 1 (AFP)}—Defense Secretary Fidel 
Ramos Monday vowed to crush any coup attempt, and 
urged President Corazon Aquino to proceed with her 
China visit Thursday despite threats from a fugitive 
right-wing rebel. 


But Mr. Ramos, the former armed forces chief, admitted 
continuing dissension in the military ranks and said 
some resources would have to be shifted from fighting 
communist insurgents to guarding against a coup 
attempt. 
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“The orders are very simple. The coup will be crushed,” 
he told reporters when asked about instructions to the 
military, which has gone on alert and stationed 2,000 
crack troops here ahead of Mrs. Aquino’s China trip. 


He earlier told the senate defense committee in a public 
hearing that the escape from jail of right-wing coup 
leader Gregorio Honasan earlier this month “should not 
be construed as a major threat to our national security.” 


He said most soldiers remained loyal to the constitution. 


“She should go, but at the same time we must not relax 
our vigilance.” 


Cashiered army colonel Honasan, who has threatened 
fresh attacks against the Aquino government, called on 
Mrs. Aquino in an interview published here Monday to 
fire Mr. Ramos and armed forces chief General Renato 
de Villa. 


“They have lost their moral right to continue remaining 
in positions of influence in the armed forces,” he said in 
a previously banned interview with popular manila radio 
station DZXL. 


There was no immediate comment from Mr. Ramos and 
Gen. de Villa, who have crushed five coup attempts 
mounted either by a faction of junior officers led by Mr. 
Honasan or soldiers loyal to deposed president Ferdi- 
nand Marcos. 


Mr. Honasan, who led a bloody attempt which nearly 
toppled Mrs. Aquino in August, escaped from a navy 
prison ship on April 2, sparking rumours that he could 
mount a coup after Mrs. Aquino leaves for China Thurs- 
day. 


These were fueled when Lieutenant-Colonel Eduardo 
Matillano, a key participant in the August coup attempt, 
escaped Saturday from army detention while on a dental 
pass with a lone escort. 


“The president is now faced with the choice. Her level of 
confidence in Ramos and De Villa is high but she runs 
the risk of factionalism, division in the military organi- 
zation,” Mr. Honasan said in the a transcript of the 
interview, published by the Daily Inquirer newspaper 
after Mrs. Aquino lifted a ban on its broadcast. 


Mr. Honasan accused Mr. Ramos and Gen. de Villa of 
mismanagement, and said Mrs. Aquino “has to resolve 
this once and for all if there is to be true peace and 
reconciliation.” 


Diplomats here say Mrs. Aquino has decided to go ahead 
with her visit to demonstrate that she remains in control. 
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Manila newspapers Monday reported that right-wing 
opposition leader Juan Ponce Enrile had again warned 
Mrs. Aquino to cancel her visit to Beijing and face 
domestic problems. 


But senate defense committee chairman Ernesto Maceda 
Mrs. aquino should go because cancelling it would con- 
firm the trouble. 


USS. Priest Killed by Militiaman in Mindanao 
OW081251 Tokyo KYODO in English 1237 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] General Santos, Philippines, April 8 KYODO— 
An American Catholic priest was shot dead, allegedly by 
a militiaman, in southern Philippines, church and mili- 
tary officials said Friday. 


The priest was identified as Rev. Carl Schmitz, 70, a 
member of the Passionist congregation assigned as direc- 
tor of the Notre Dame High School in Koronadal, some 
58 kilometers north of General Santos City in the 
southern Philippine island of Mindanao. 


According to the church-run radio station DXCP, Sch- 
mitz was shot several times by a certain Sugin Munday, 
a Civilian Home Defense Force (CHDF) member, at 
7:30 p.m. on Thursday in his convent. 


Station director Tony Cadona said that Schmitz died of 
bullet wounds inflicted by a .30 caliber Garand rifle. He 
said the slain priest will be brought to this city for burial. 


An informed source said that the motive for the shooting 
could have been personal. He said the assailant must 
have resented Schmitz’s disapproval of his wife’ teaching 
application. 


Lt. Col. Consejo Albano, Philippines Constabulary assis- 
tant provincial commander, said a sketchy report 
received by Constabulary headquarters showed that Sch- 
mitz and Munday had a fight. He did not elaborate. 


Schmitz arrived in the Philippines from Chicago in 
1974. He once worked as a missionary in Japan, Cadona 
said. 


Six years ago, Italian priest Tulio Favali was shot dead 
by militiamen in Tulunan, north Cotabato. The killers 
were convicted for the murder last year. 


MNLF, MILF Sign Cease-Fire Agreemeant 
HK090810 Manila MANILA BULLETIN in English 
9 Apr 88 p 8 


[Text] Cotabato city—A ceasefire agreement was signed 
yesterday by the Moro National Liberation Front 
(MNLF) and the Moro Islamic Liberation Front (MILF), 
which have been fighting for the past two weeks in the 
towns of Ampatuan, Maganoy, and Datu Piang. 
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The clashes between the two rebel groups were caused 
mainly by their intense rivalry for political and military 
power in Central Mindanao. 


The fighting has led to the killing of at least 40 persons, 
including civilians, the wounding of over 100 others, and 
the burning of the municipal building of Ampatuan and 
about 60 houses in the three barangays. 


It also resulted in the evacuation of over 4,000 Muslim 
families now temporarily sheltered in school buildings 
and public markets. 


Maguindanao Gov Zacaria Candao said that the cease- 
fire agyeement was signed by maj Khanis Khalipa, 
MNLF liaison officer, representing Gen Muslimin 
Semma, MNLF chief of staff in the region, and MILF 
spokesman Abdullahgis Ali, representing Al Haj Murad, 
the top MILF military commander in the area, in the 
presence of Lt Col Roberto Huyos, Maguindanao PC- 
INP commander. 


Candao said the agreement called for the two rebel 
groups to withdraw their forces from the war zones and 
return to their original areas of responsibilities. 


The governor organized a peace-keeping team composed 
of representatives of the military, provincial govern- 
ment, MNLF, and MILF officers who will be fielded in 
the affected areas to maintain peace and order. 


Thailand 


Officials on Lookout for Hijacking Suspect 
BK090139 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
9 Apr 88 p I 


[Text] Mystery shrouds the whereabouts of a Middle East- 
ern man whom security officials say may have been 
involved in Tuesday’s Kuwait Airways jumbo jet hijacking. 


Security officials from various agencies gave conflicting 
reports as to the whereabouts of the man. 


Officials of one security agency identified the man as 
Bader al-Bader. The officials said they suspect the man is 
Lebanese holding a forged passport. 


They did not know when the man arrived in Thailand 
but said he visited Phatthaya for a period before return- 
ing to Bangkok. 


Before April 5, the day of the hijacking, Al-Bader booked 
to leave Don Muang twice but cancelled his plans. 


The sources said they have not been able to locate 
Al-Bader whom they believe is heading for the South and 
is unlikely to try to leave the country by plane. 
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The Capital City Command has set up a special task 
force to review security measures at the airport and to 
follow up leads as to others who may have been involved 
in the hijacking. 


This task force, the sources said, have ordered southern 
officials to be on the lookout for Al-Bader. 


Meanwhile, officials of another security agency said the 
man they are monitoring is holding a Kuwaiti passport. 


They refused to identify the man whom they also 
described as coming from the Middle East. 


Assistant police chief Lt-Gen Ophat Rattanasin said it 
could take some time before Thai authorities knew 
whether the passports of some of the passengers are 
forged. 


He said police have asked the governments of Bahrain, 
Kuwait and Iran to confirm whether passports of a 
number of travellers they have on their list are forged. 


Pol Lt-Gen Ophat refused to say how many passports 
police are checking with the foreign governments. 


Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila yesterday sent telexes 
to the governments of Iran and Kuwait thanking them 
for their efforts in securing the release of nine Thais on 
board the hijacked jumbo jet. 


Foreign Ministry spokesman Sarot Chawanawirat to!d 
reporters that Thailand condemns the captur' "2 of hus- 
tages and the hijacking. 


Thailand, he said, will fully cooperate with the Iranian 
and Kuwaiti governments in establishing the facts at the 
Thai end of the hijack. 


Mr Sarot said all Thai passengers have now split up and 
gone their respective ways and will not be returning to 
Bangkok. 


Government Denounces Hijacking 
BK090153 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Apr 88 p I 


[Text] The nine Thais recently released from the 
hijacked Kuwaiti jetliner arrived in Kuwait yesterday 
morning but none of them will return to Thailand, 
according to the Foreign Ministry spokesman. 


Sarot Chawanawirat said the six Thai men and a female 
flight attendant of the airline decided to resume their 
work in Kuwait, while another two women will leave as 
soon as possible for London. 


“All of them are in good physical and psychological 
condition,” Sarot said. 
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“The Thai government denounces the threatening act of 
terrorism and will cooperate with Iranian and Kuwaiti 
officials in investigating the hijack incident on the Thai 
side.” 


Sarot said Foreign Minister Sitthi Sawetsila will send a 
cable to thank both Iranian and Kuwaiti foreign minis- 
ters for their help in the release of the Thai hostages, and 
to express sincere concerns for the lives of hostages still 
under the hijacker’s custody with hope that they will be 
released soon. 


U.S. Congress Cautioned on Hanoi Dealings 
BK110047 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
11 Apr 88 p 4 


[Editorial: “Sending the Wrong Signal”’] 


[Text] Each year, particularly when the U.S. Congress is 
in recess, numbers of American representatives and 
senators visit Bangkok and other countries in the region. 
The issues they discuss with top government officials 
centre on key matters, such as trade, narcotics and 
regional politics. 


Apart from Bangkok, one destination they invariably try 
to include on their itinerary is Vietnam where they 
discuss the issue of American servicemen missing since 
the Indochina War. The fact that these congressmen 
continue to raise the MIA-POW question in Hanoi 
shows how close this highly sensitive and emotional 
issue remains to the hearts of the American public. 


Current moves in the House and Senate to establish an 
interest section in Vietnam to resolve this issue—and the 
refugee, political prisoner and Amerasian issues—is an 
attempt by Congress to send a message to the U.S. 
Administration that it is frustrated by the lack of 
progress on these matters and that definitive action is 
needed. 


As a long-time ally, Thailand appreciates the pain expe- 
rienced by American families whose son, brother or 
husband remains unaccounted for. We also understand 
the pressures faced by the U.S. Administration and their 
governing counterparts in Congress to resolve the issue. 


Establishing a U.S. interest section in Vietnam does not 
mean that Vietnam would stop using the POW-MIA 
issue as a bargaining chip in exchange for normalised 
ties: past Vietnamese performance is clear evidence that 
Hanoi is only prepared to respond in fits and starts. 


Vietnam can be counted on to try to capitalise on the 
move and exploit it through propaganda to further its 
political and diplomatic objectives. In turn this would 
undermine the present efforts by ASEAN, Thailand and 
its allies to pressure Vietnam to come to the negotiating 
table and resolve the Kampuchean problem. 
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Any action by the U.S. Congress—as a part of the U.S. 
Government—that deals with international or regional 
issues, has considerable ramifications. The stamp of 
approval that would go with the establishment of an 
interest section would send the wrong signals to Vietnam 
as well as other countries who support the ASEAN 
position on Kampuchea. 


Such action would only further convince Vietnam that it 
can get away with whatever it likes. At the same time the 
move would leave other countries second guessing about 
the U.S. position on Kampuchea, despite repeated state- 
ments by the U.S. Administration of its position on the 
conflict. 


Although we appreciate the reasons, pressures and inten- 
tions of Congress, we urge that it consider the ramifications 
of its actions carefully before taking a final decision. 


Paper Analyzes Military Backing for Prem 
BK100240 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
10 Apr 88 p 8 


[From the “In Print” column: “Military Holds Key to 
Prem’s Future”’] 


[Text] The military effectively will decide whether Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanon’s fifth Government survives 
the Opposition’s no-confidence motion in the upcoming 
session in Parliament, SIAM RAT reports. 


“If the military sees no point in protecting Gen Prem any 
longer, the Opposition has strong chances of success” 
and the Prime Minister will have “no choice but face 
Parliament according to the ways of democracy,” it says. 


But, citing a government source, it adds that the military 
“probably will not co-operate with the Opposition to 
overthrow the Government.” “The important thing is 
Gen Prem probably will not allow (his Government) to 
be toppled by Parliament,” it adds. 


The Opposition during a joint meeting last Tuesday 
decided to launch a no-confidence move against the 
entire Prem cabinet, with the draft of the motion to be 
reviewed tomorrow, on the first working day of the 
House of Representatives. 


The Government is to be put to the test on questions like 
the Romklao Thai-Lao conflict, the lifeboat scheme to 
bail out ailing finance companies, and the scandal over 
Royal decorations. In addition, Muan Chon Party leader 
Chaloem Yubamrung is threatening Prime Minister 
Prem with allegations of corruption, a novel element to 
censure moves to date. 


Though many observers are doubtful of the success of 
the effort this time round, SIAM RAT notes that the 
United Democratic Party [UDP] has been remarkably 
active. 
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“We will certainly succeed this time. The effects (of the 
motion) may be as far-reaching as the one spearheaded 
by the Social Action Party which led to the dissolution of 
Parliament,” the weekly quotes one UDP source as 
saying. 


“There will certainly be no withdrawing of names 
because the party has decided to support the motion 
whether it is directed at the entire cabinet or individual 
ministers,” the source added. 


The weekly notes that the present censure motion was 
initiated by a government MP, Lieutenant Chawarin 
Latthasaksiri, representing Ratchaburi for the Chat Thai 
Party which has been a staunch protector of Gen Prem. 


Recalling that the party—reputed to have close ties with 
the military—played a major role in the killing of a 
censure move in April last year, the weekly quotes an 
Opposition source as suspecting that there was “‘some- 
thing behind it.” 


Comment on Impact of Military Assignments 
BK100452 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
10 Apr 88 p 8 


{From the “In Print” column: “Army Posts Important”’] 


[Text] Prime Minister Prem Tinsulanon would be 
assured stability if top brass posts go to Armed Forces 
Chief-of-Staff Gen Sunthon Khongsomphong and Assis- 
tant Army Chief Gen Phichit Kunlawanit, SIAM RAT 
reports. 


Quoting military sources, the weekly said Gen Prem 
would continue to enjoy military support after the retire- 
ment of Acting Supreme Commander and Army Chief 
Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut if these two posts went to 
Gen Suthon and Gen Phichit respectively. 


But if someone other than Gen Phichit rose to Army 
Chief, “there would be a considerable degree of tension 
and dissatisfaction which would not be in the interest of 
any government,” the sources add. 


The weekly’s assessment of the military line-up following 
Gen Chawalit’s resignation—expected to be submitted 
in May but to be delayed to become effective on October 
1—diverges from that of LAK THAI last week. 


SIAM RAT rules out the possibility of “Big George” Gen 
Sunthon occupying both top brass posts, saying there 
had been no history of an Armed Forces Chief-of-Staff 
returning to command the Army as the two posts were of 
equivalent “42” level. 


Gen Sunthon is not the only candidate for Acting 
Supreme Commander as commanders of the Air Force 
and Navy—respectively Air Chief Marshal Woranat 
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Aphichari and Admiral Praphat Kritsanachan—are also 
qualified. But, says SIAM RAT, he clearly has the edge 
over them “by 1,000 per cent.” 


For the post of Army Commander, there are three other 
candidates besides Gen Phichit: Deputy Army Com- 
mander Gen Wanchai Ruangtrakun, Assistant Army 
Chief Suchinda Khraprayun and Army Chief-of-Staff 
Gen Charuai Wongsayan. 


But, effectively, there are only two candidates—“Big 
Sua” Gen Phichit and Gen Wanchai because the other 
generals are less senior, having received their full general 
ranks only last October. 


However, according to the weekly, there has been no 
record of a deputy Army Commander stepping up to the 
No | post, as they either reach retirement age or tend to 
be transferred to other units—for instance the Supreme 
Command or the Office of the Defence Permanent 
Secretary. 


On the basis of this, SIAM RAT says there are strong 
possibilities that Gen Wanchai will be named Permanent 
Secretary of Defence. 


Meanwhile, there is some degree of likelihood that Gen 
Chawalit will go into the monkhood after his premature 
retirement. 


Quoting a source close to the top brass, the weekly says 
he has been told by an astrologer that a stint in the 
monkhood would boost his political future, even to the 
extent of making him a national leader. 


Chawalit’s Political Standing Said Uncertain 
BK100244 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
10 Apr 88 p 8 


[From the “In Print” column: “Chawalit’s Next Job”’] 


[Text] Army Chief Gen Chawalit Yongchaiyut cannot be 
sure of a cabinet seat after he steps down from military 
service and seems to be losing political ground over 
Romklao and the Green Northeast project, SU ANAK- 
HOT reports. 


According to the weekly, the uncertainty of Gen Chawa- 
lit’s political standing was affirmed in a recent “secret” 
meeting of coalition partners called to prepare for the 
upcoming parliament session. 


The meeting “found no clear answer for the political 
status of Gen Chawalit after he resigns from the post of 
Army Commander-in-Chief in May,” SU ANAKHOT 
says. 


It also decided that there would be no cabinet reshuffle 
in the near future and that Deputy Prime Minister 
Sonthi Bunyachai would remain in his seat, it adds. 
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The conclusions were reached after Gen Chawalit had 
lost some ground over his role in the Romklao conflict 
and the decision to bring the Green Northeast project 
that was his brainchild under government control, the 
weekly notes. 


Gen Chawalit has kept a low profile since, biding his 
time. In the meantime, it has become clear that Prime 
Minister Prem Tinsulanon still regards Gen Chawalit as 
the loyal “aide”, SU ANAKHOT says. 


Conversely, the Prime Minister’s Secretary General Pra- 
song Sunsiri has increasing played the role of “adviser” 
and, between the “two important war horses”, there 
seems no need to say which one he will choose, it adds. 


Navy Considering Purchase of Chinese Frigates 
BK090205 Bangkok THE NATION in English 
9 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] The Royal Thai Navy (RTN) is studying the 
possibility of buying Chinese frigates to boost its sea 
defence capability, Navy Commander-in-Chief Adm 
Praphat Kritsanachan said yesterday. 


Praphat said the navy needs at least four frigates but did 
not say how many it would buy from China. 


Speaking to reporters at the Navy Club, Praphat said the 
budget-strapped RTN needs up to 1,000 million baht to 
buy new frigates. 


“Our plan to buy new frigates is urgent because the ones 
we have are over 40 years old,” he said. 


A frigate is a medium-sized warship which the navy uses 
for sea patrol. 


Praphat said while the navy waits for the budget, it has 
studied designs of various foreign frigates. ““We are also 
studying the possibility of buying the vessels minus the 
weapons and electronic control systems from China,” he 
said. 


The vessels can later be equipped with the systems to be 
bought from the West, he said. 


He said the RTN is looking for frigates with a displace- 
ment of at least 1,500 tons. 


The Thai armed forces are increasingly looking to China 
as a new source of arms supplies. 


The Royal Thai Army last year bought at least 100 
Chinese tanks and 400 armoured personnel carriers as 
well as artillery pieces from China on favourable terms. 


Informed military sources have said that China has 
offered to sell submarines to the Thai navy but so far no 
deal is known to have been made. 
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5 Killed by Muslim Separatists in South 
BK 101349 Hong Kong AFP in English 
1344 GMT 10 Apr 88 


[Text] Bangkok, April 10 (AFP)}—Moslem separatists 
killed five people and demanded a protection fee in an 
attack On a construction camp in southern Thailand, 
police said Sunday. 


The attackers fired on construction workers Saturday with 
M-16 and AK-47 rifles and threw M-79 grenades before 
leaving a note demanding a protection fee of 600,000-baht 
(24,000-dollar), police in Narathiwat Province, about 1,175 
kilometres (730 miles) south of here, said 


Police said a foreign country supported the Moslems, but 
declined to say which one. The group is allegedly led by 
Ariya Tobala and named after him. 


More than 6,000 Moslem separatists have surrendered in 
the south since 1980 under the Thai Government’s amnesty 
program and military pressure against insurgents. 


Moslems form a four per cent minority of Thailand’s 
predominantly Buddhist population of 52 million, but 
are a 73 per cent majority in the southernmost provinces 
of Songkhla, Pattani, Yala and Narathiwat, bordering 
Malaysia. 


Meanwhile, the authorities refused to comment on local 
press reports that a Communist Party of Malaya (CPM) 
leader had surrendered with three comrades-in-arms to 
Thai authorities in Yala, about 1100 kilometers (700 
miles) south of here. 


Che-u-seng Samli, chief of a CPM “special zone” in 
Yala, reportedly surrendered on Thursday after living 21 
years in the jungle. 


His three followers were named as Pati-mo Tuyang, 
To-pa Yuso and Dema Marobi. 


Burma Border Passes Sealed To Stop Smuggling 
BK090207 Bangkok BANGKOK POST in English 
9 Apr 88 p 3 


[Text] Chiang Mai—Burmese border passes have been 
sealed to divert trade to a single supervised checkpoint in 
an anti-smuggling effort. 


Under an agreement reached on Thursday between cus- 
toms, police, district and military officials, the new 
checkpoint will be set up in Wiang Haeng sub-district. 


The plan aims to divert goods, previously smuggled 
through other passes, to the checkpoint where they can 
be inspected and taxed and livestock quarantined. 


Border Patrol Police and army units have been sent to 
seal border passes used by smugglers before the check- 
point opens on April 15. 
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More than 100 head of cattle were being smuggled into 
Chiang Mai from Burma daily, sources said. 


Thai merchants have been sending to Burma large quan- 
tities of consumer goods, including some 1,500 dozen 
pairs of rubber slippers and 100 bicycles daily, they said. 


Vietnam 


Foreign Ministry Rejects U.S. Allegation on Aid 
BK081530 Hanoi VNA in English 1506 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[All quotation marks as received] 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 8—A spokesman of the Viet- 
namese Foreign Ministry today issued a statement, 
rejecting the US State Department’s allegation on April 
7, 1988 that Vietnam had demanded American aid in 
exchange for its search for American Gls missing in the 
Vietnam War. 


The statement reads: 


“From 1973 to 1987, the Vietnamese side did its best to 
help the United States seek its soldiers missing in the 
Vietnam war. That was prompted by Vietnam’s human- 
itarian policy regarding the US wounds of war. The US 
side only demanded Vietnam solve its own humanitar- 
ian issued but did nothing to fulfil its responsibility for 
the wounds of the war the United States had caused to 
the Vietnamese people. 


In August 1987, Gen. Vessey, special envoy of the US 
President reached an agreement with the Vietnamese 
foreign minister that both sides must solve each other’s 
humanitarian issues left behind by the war. That agree- 
ment has created a turning point in settling the human- 
itarian issues of the US and of Vietnam as well, which 
were left behind by the war. But the US side has sought 
not to materialize the agreement regarding Vietnam’s 
humanitarian issues left behind by the war. 


Recently, some US congressmen explored the possibility of 
giving food as American aid to Vietnamese areas hit by 
natural calamities. The Vietnamese side welcomes the idea 
and suggested that the U.S. should give food as aids to 
war-ravaged localities. The Vietnam Foreign Ministry rejects 
the fallacious statement by the U.S. State Department. 


Further Reportage on Spratly Islands Dispute 


Navy Said Massing Near Islands 
BK091151 Singapore Domestic Service in English 
1100 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] China and Vietnam are said to be massing their 
naval forces around the disputed Spratly Islands in the 
South China Sea. Western diplomats said fighting could 
take place if both sides broke into any incident that could 
be construed as a provocation. 
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The two sides clashed over the islands last month and 
[words indistinct] have increased their (?activities). 


Vice Minister Meets PRC Envoy 
OW091347 Hanoi International Service 
in Mandarin 1130 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] Dinh Nho Liem, first vice foreign minister of 
Vietnam, met with Chinese Ambassador to Vietnam Li 
Shichun this afternoon. 


During the meeting, the vice foreign minister urged that 
China honor its 17 March pledge not to detain Vietnam- 
ese Red Cross rescue ships on their way to Sinh Ton 
Island of the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipalego to rescue 
victimized Vietnamese sailors of the 14 March incident 
and to salvage the sunken ships. He said that the work 
has not been accomplished and is facing problems. 


Vice Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem urged the Chi- 
nese side to provide the names of the Vietnamese sailors 
captured by China as it said it would on 5 April, treat the 
Vietnamese sailors in a humanitarian manner according 
to international law, and let them reunite with their 
families at an early date. 


Vice Foreign Minister Dinh Nho Liem again told China 
that it must let Tran Truong, a Vietnamese pilot in 
China’s custody since 1987, return to Vietnam to reunite 
with his family. 


The vice foreign minister also informed the Chinese 
ambassador of the incident concerning some Chinese 
people’s recent intrusion into the waters of Vietnam's 
Haiphong and Da Nang in Guang Nam. According to 
Vietnamese policy, Vietnam is investigating the incident 
and will provide the Chinese ambassador the necessary 
information if conditions permit. 


Lawyers Association Issues Statement 
BK081545 Hanoi VNA in English 1500 GMT 
8 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 8—The Vietnam Lawyers’ 
Association has issued a statement categorically con- 
demning the Chinese authorities for their encroach- 
ments upon and occupation of several coral reefs in the 
Truong Sa [Spratly] archipelago of Vietnam. 


The statement says that the Chinese moves not only 
grossly violate Vietnam’s sovereignty and territorial 
integrity but also menace peace and security in Southeast 
Asia. Moreover, they violate the fundamental principles 
of the United Nations Charter, particularly that of 
non-use of force in international relations and are con- 
sidered acts of aggression according to U.N. Resolution 
3314 dated December 14, 1974. China’s prevention of 
Vietnamese rescue vessels from saving sailors in distress 
is against the August 12, 1949 Geneva Convention. 
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The statement fully supports the Vietnamese Foreign 
Ministry’s notes dated March 17, 23 and 26, 1988. It 
notes that China’s arrogant rejection of Vietnam’s pro- 
posal for bilateral talks as expounded in these notes to 
settle the dispute runs counter to the prevailing trend for 
dialogue in Southeast Asia and the world at large. 


US. Solidarity Committee Comments 
BK091522 Hanoi VNA in English 1448 GMT 
9 Apr 88 


[Text] Hanoi VNA April 9—The U.S. Committee in 
Solidarity With Vietnam, Kampuchea and Laos has 
demanded that China immediately withdraw all of its 
warships and troops from Vietnamese territorial waters 
and coral reefs in the Truong Sa [Spratly] Archipalago 
and cease all violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty. 


This comes in a statement of the committee released in New 
York on April 4. The statement deplored the recent attacks 
by the People’s Republic of China against Vietnamese ships 
and coral reefs in the Truong Sa Archipelago. 


“These actions by China’’,the statement notes, “are a 
violation of Vietnam’s sovereignty and territorial integ- 
rity, and, as such, violate international law. They also 
constitute a threat to peace in the region and the world, 
especially at a time when important initiatives aimed at 
resolving regional conflicts are gaining momentum. 
While other parties in Southeast Asia are pursuing a 
process of peace and reconciliation, China’s actions 
cannot be allowed to derail these positive trends”. 


The statement demands that the People’s Republic of 
China “immediately withdraw all of its warships and 
troops from Vietnamese territorial waters and coral reefs 
in the Truong Sa Archipelago and cease all violations of 
Vietnam’s sovereignty, we further demand that China 
respond positively to Vietnam’s proposal to hold talks to 
solve differences concerning their common border, ter- 
ritorial waters and offshore islands.” [sentence as 
received] 


VCTU Condemns PRC Actions 
BK101511 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
1100 GMT 9 Apr 88 


[Text] The Fifth Executive Committee of the Vietnam 
Confederation of Trade Union [VCTU] at its 10th 
conference during 4-9 April in Hanoi issued a statement 
denouncing the Chinese power-holders for violating 
Vietnamese sovereignty in areas of the Truong Sa 
[Spratly] Archipelago. 


The statement stressed: On behalf of the more than 4 
million workers and civil servants as well as trade union 
Organizations throughout the country, the VCTU Exec- 
utive Committee strongly condemns and denounces 
before world public opinion the Chinese power-holders’ 
new crimes against Vietnam and appeals to trade unions 
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in various countries and international trade union orga- 
nizations to closely follow up and protest the Chinese 
power-holders’ blatant, inhuman acts in defiance of 
international law in areas of Vietnam’s Truong Sa Archi- 


pelago. 


The VCTU Executive Committee totally supports the 20 
February and 14 March 1988 statements and 17 March 
1988 note of the SRV Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 


The Hoang Sa [Paracel] and Truong Sa Archipelagoes are 
sacred territories of Vietnam. The Chinese power-holders 
must immediately withdraw their troops from the coral 
reefs they illegally occupied and immediately stop all acts of 
encroachment to the Vietnamese territory. 


The VCTU Executive Committee expresses its profound 
sentiment toward the beloved combatants who are per- 
forming national defense tasks on the Truong Sa Archi- 
pelago and at other border areas of the fatherland. The 
executive committee appeals to workers, civil servants, 
and trade union organizations throughout the country to 
support combatants on Truong Sa by practical deeds; to 
participate in productive labor emulation drive; to prac- 
tice thrift; to strive to improve economic productivity, 
quality, and efficiency; to strengthen tasks on maintain- 
ing political security and social order and safety; to 
contribute effectively to building a strong all-people 
national defense; to strive to overfulfill the 1988 state 
plan; and to stand ready to provide aid to Truong Sa, 
thereby meeting all requirements of the war for defend- 
ing the nation’s sacred sovereignty. 


Chinese Official Criticized 
BK090510 Hanoi Domestic Service in Vietnamese 
0015 GMT 9 Apr 88 


{[Unattributed “article”: “Wrong Cause, Unacceptable 
Words” 


[Text] At a news conference held on the morning of 6 
April, Chinese Vice Foreign Minister Qian Qichen said: 
We are conducting a scientific survey on Nansha—that 
is, Truong Sa [Spratly Islands}—for peaceful purposes. 
Our survey is aimed at making oceanographic observa- 
tions in the execution of a decision adopted by the 
United Nations. This decision proposed that various 
countries set up oceanographic observation stations in 
some places and locations. 


Qian Qichen went on: We have established oceano- 
graphic observation stations on Nansha. There will be no 
conflict in this region if only Vietnam refrains from 
provocations, ends its invasion of various islands, and 
withdraws from the islands it has occupied. 


First of all, let us ask the Chinese diplomat: Your 
Excellency said that China is conducting a scientific 
survey on Nansha to implement a UN decision. When 
was that decision adopted? And what are its contents? 
What kind of decision is this that authorizes a country to 
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set up oceanographic observation stations in a sea area 
that falls under the sovereignty of another nation? No 
UN decisions ever permit such activities. What would 
the world become if every country acted like China, that 
is, arbitrarily entering the territory of another state to 
establish observation posts? 


In this so-called citing-legal-grounds exercise, Foreign 
Minister Wu Xueqgian has proved more adept, more 
specific than His Excellency Qian Qichen. On 16 March, 
Wu told an AFP correspondent that Hanoi provoked the 
conflict by sending its warships into Chinese territorial 
waters where Chinese scientists have set up a research 
station to carry out a mission entrusted by UNESCO. 


Alas! This seemingly solid-as-steel line of reasoning of 
His Excellency the Chinese foreign minister turned out 
to be an out-and-out fabrication and lie. UNESCO itself 
has announced that it has never carried out joint 
research with China, nor has it ever entrusted China with 
any scientific research mission in the Truong Sa area. 
Wrongdoers are usually never short of reasons to justify 
their acts. However, all of their reasons are unfounded. 
China’s reasons are no exception. 


When did all of the complicated incidents in the Truong 
Sa area start? The fact is that until late 1987 China had 
never been present in the Truong Sa Archipelago. Up to 
that time, nothing happened to disturb the situation 
there. Problems cropped up only after the Chinese Navy 
invaded a number of coral reefs in the archipelago in 
January 1988. Responsibility for this situation rests with 
the Chinese side; there is no way China can deny it. One 
wrongful act led to another. China picked a quarrel, then 
blamed Vietnam for starting it. The Chinese obstructed 
Vietnam’s movements in its own territorial waters and 
prevented rescue of the wounded and shipwrecked, vic- 
tims of their unprovoked armed attacks, but still had the 
nerve to deny doing so. Moreover, they slanderously 
accused Vietnam of beefing up its military forces in the 
Truong Sa area. Most arrogant was China’s demand that 
Vietnam pull out of its own territorial waters. This 
demand was later followed by threats. This is not unlike 
the act of a thief who, after breaking into a home, asks its 
owner to leave and proclaims himself the new owner. 


Public opinion is greatly intrigued by the allegations 
made by the Chinese Foreign Ministry’s spokesman as 
well as by Vice Foreign Minister Qian Qichen on 6 April 
falsely charging Vietnam with increasing its military 
forces in the Truong Sa area. Again, these charges were 
capped with very strongly worded threats. Public opin- 
ion contends that these allegations may be intended as 
preparations for fresh, highly dangerous military actions 
by China in Truong Sa. 


Both Vice Foreign Minister Qian Qichen and the Chi- 
nese Foreign Ministry’s spokesman have been evasive 
about Vietnam's proposal for negotiations. Public opin- 
ion wonders: If China thinks it is right, then why does it 
avoid negotiations? 
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